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  INTRODUCTION

There are many different ideas in today’s world about how a person
becomes a Christian.  Some people believe one becomes a Christian by
being born into a Christian home.  Others think one becomes a Christian as
a baby when a priest sprinkles or pours water on the head or dips the baby
under water.  Others contend that babies should not be baptized at all–that 
only mature believers can be born again of water and the Spirit.

Where can we find the answers to this question?  How can we learn
what God wants us to do?  

In the next eight reading assignments, we will search the scriptures
and let God give us the answers to these questions.  As the inspired Word
of God, the Bible is our final guide and source of authority.

We will also quote from the writings of early church leaders. 
These writings are not inspired by God and are not to be regarded as
binding.  But they do show how early Christians understood the teachings
of Christ and the apostles.  Since these men were much closer to the
original source than we are, they give us insights into the scriptures that we
would not have otherwise.

May God bless you as you begin this study.  We sincerely hope

it will be a meaningful learning experience.
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Lesson One

Faith

"Without faith, no one can please God.  Whoever comes to God
must believe that God is real and that he  rewards those who sincerely try
to find him" (Hebrews 11:6).

"Faith is what makes real the things we hope for.  It is proof of
what we cannot see" (Hebrews 11:1).
     
Doubt in the Modern World

We live in a world of doubt and skepticism.  In our time, science
and technology are almost worshiped.  Some people refuse to believe in
anything that cannot be examined in a laboratory.  But God can neither be
seen, heard, touched, tasted, nor smelled.  Therefore, some people say,
"There is no God" (Psalm 14:1; 53:1).

These people forget, however, that spiritual things cannot be
examined by the five physical senses.  A scientist cannot weigh out a
kilogram of love, measure inner peace, or study patience under a
microscope.  No matter how much money we have, we cannot buy a gram
of joy.  Spiritual things can neither be proved nor disproved in a test tube. 
Nevertheless, spiritual things are as real as salt and pepper.

The Example of Abraham
Abraham believed in the invisible God.  His faith was very strong. 

When Abraham was an old man, God told him that he would have a son
(Genesis 15:4).  God led Abraham outside the tent and said, "Look at the
sky.  See the many stars.  There are so many you cannot count them.  Your
family will be like that" (Genesis 15:5).

Abraham's wife Sarah had never been able to have children even
when she was young.  Now, she was an old woman–far too old to have a
baby.  But Abraham believed God.  He believed that God was able to do
the things he promised (Hebrews 11:11).  Because of this faith, Abraham
"was accepted as one who is right with God" (Romans 4:3).

When Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was ninety, God
rewarded Abraham's faith by giving them a son.  Later, that son got married
and had sons.  Then they had sons and daughters.
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Abraham's family continued to grow until it became a great nation. 
The author of Hebrews said, "Abraham was so old he was almost dead. 
But from that one man came as many descendants as there are stars in the
sky" (Hebrews 11:12). 

Today, when we trust God as Abraham did, God accepts our faith
and makes us right with himself (Romans 4:5).  When we believe in God
enough to do what he says, he ignores our faults and accepts us as if we had
never sinned.  He treats us as if we were perfect.      

What Is Faith?
Faith is believing that God is real.  It is confidence that God

rewards those who seek him.  Today, people who seek God are able to find
him.   God has revealed himself to us through his Son, Jesus Christ.  When
we look at Jesus, we see what God is like (Matthew 1:23; John 1:1-14, 18). 

God sent his Son into the world to defeat Satan and to conquer the
forces of evil.  Therefore, God rewards us with (a) victory over sin, (b) a
life that is full and good, and(c) eternal life in heaven.  These rewards are
given to those who seek God and find him in Jesus Christ.

The Example of a Paralyzed Man's Friends
One day Jesus came to Capernaum, and the news spread that he

was in town.  A large crowd of people gathered to hear him preach.  The
house where he was staying was so full that there was no place to stand. 
There was not even standing-room outside the door. 

While Jesus was teaching these people, four men brought a
paralyzed friend to him for healing.  But they could not get through the
crowd.  So they went up on the house above Jesus and tore a hole in the
roof.  Then they lowered the paralyzed man on his mat through the hole.

One can imagine the scene.  A typical house in Capernaum was
built of sticks and clay, or mud bricks.  The ceiling consisted of log beams
(spaced about one meter apart) covered with sticks.  Then, mud was poured
upon the sticks to form the roof.  Imagine the dust falling down upon the
people inside the house as these men tore a hole in the roof.

But Jesus did not rebuke them.  He honored them.  Instead of
seeing dust, Jesus saw their faith.  They really believed he could heal their
friend.  They recognized that Jesus had the power and the heart of God. 

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, "Young
man, your sins are forgiven" (Mark 2:5).

Some religious leaders were sitting there, probably with dirt in
their hair or on their bald heads.  When Jesus said, "Your sins are 
forgiven," they thought to themselves, "Why does this man say things like 
that?  What an insult to God!  No one but God can forgive sins" (Mark 2:7).
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These teachers of the Law of Moses had a strong faith in God.  But
they had little faith in Jesus.  They thought he was just a man.  They did not
believe Jesus could forgive sins. 

Jesus knew what these teachers were thinking.  So he said to them,
"Why do you have these questions in your minds?  The Son of Man has
power on earth to forgive sins, but how can I prove this to you?  Maybe you
are thinking it was easy for me to say to the crippled man, 'Your sins are
forgiven.'  There's no proof it really happened.  But what if I say to the
man, 'Stand up.  Take your mat and walk'?  Then you will be able to see if
I really have this power or not" (Mark 2:8-10).  

So Jesus said to the paralyzed man, "I tell you, stand up.  Take
your mat and go home."

Immediately, the paralyzed man stood up, picked up his mat, and
walked out of the room.  Everyone was amazed and praised God.  They
said, "This is the most amazing thing we have ever seen!" (Mark 2:12).  

By healing this crippled man, Jesus demonstrated his power over
sickness and disease.  And by forgiving the man's sins, Jesus proved that
he has power over Satan and the forces of evil.  

It is true.  Only God can forgive sins.  Jesus' power to forgive sins
was a sign that he was the divine Son of God.

What Does Faith Mean Today?
1.  Faith means believing that God exists.  Unless there is a God,

it is hard to explain the origin of the universe.  It is easier to believe that the
universe was created by an intelligent and powerful God than to believe it
created itself.  The beauty and design in the world around us point to a
designer.  We can't see God, but we can see his handiwork.

Abraham Lincoln, one of America's greatest presidents, believed
in God.  Someone asked him, "Mr. President, isn't it hard for you to believe
in a God you can't see?"  The president replied, "Yes.  It's hard for me to
believe in God, but it's harder not to believe."  

2.  Faith means trusting in God.  Jesus told his followers not to
worry.  God is our heavenly Father, and he takes good care of his children. 
To illustrate this truth, Jesus pointed to the birds.  He said, "Look at the
birds.  They don't plant, harvest, or save food in barns, but your heavenly
Father feeds them.  Don't you know you are worth much more than they
are?" (Matthew 6:26).  Faith means trusting God.

3.  Faith means believing that God sent his Son to rescue us.  "God
loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him would not be lost but have eternal life" (John 3:16).

All the plans and promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus is Eve's descendant who crushed Satan's head (Genesis 3:15).  He is
the descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob through whom all nations are
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blessed (Genesis 12:3; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14).  He is the prophet like Moses
through whom God speaks today (Deuteronomy 18:15, 18; Hebrews 1:2). 
He is the true king from the family of Judah and David (Genesis 49:10; 2
Samuel 7:12-13).  Now, he is sitting on a throne at God's right side
(Colossians 3:1).  "God has made Jesus to be Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36).

During his ministry, Jesus healed the sick, gave sight to the blind,
calmed stormy seas, and raised people from death.  Jesus died on a cross,
was buried in a tomb, and was raised from death on the third day.  God
proved that Jesus was his Son.  He proved this by "the miracles, wonders,
and miraculous signs he did through Jesus" (Acts 2:22), and by raising
Jesus from death (Romans 1:4).  The apostles saw these things happen. 
Our faith is based upon their eye-witness testimony.  

Peter said to us, "You have not seen Christ, but still you love him. 
You can't see him now, but you believe in him" (1 Peter 1:8).

Our faith in Jesus is based on the testimony of good and honest
men who risked their lives to tell us what they saw. 

4.  Faith means trusting in Jesus enough to confess him as Lord
and Savior.  Just believing that Jesus is God's Son is not enough.  Many
Jewish leaders believed that Jesus was from God, but they were afraid to
tell anyone.  They "loved praise from people more than praise from God"
(John 12: 43), so they believed in Jesus secretly.  They were not willing to
pay the price of faith. Their faith was too weak to do them any good.

Real faith means trusting Jesus enough to submit to him as Lord. 
Jesus said to some of his followers, "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' but
you don't do what I say?" (Luke 6:46).  We have no right to call Jesus
"Lord" unless we trust him enough to obey him.  Real faith is obedient
faith.  This is the faith that brings reward.  

Real faith also means trusting in Jesus as Savior.  "Christ had no
sin, but God made him become sin so that in Christ we could be right with
God" (2 Corinthians 5:21).  We can never be right with God as long as we
are guilty of sin.  Justice demands that our sins be punished, but Jesus took
our punishment for us.  Even though Jesus had never sinned, God put our
sins upon him and condemned the sins (Romans 8:3).  Jesus died on the
cross so that we could become right with God.  Jesus died to save us from
the power and consequences of sin.  There is good reason to trust him as
our Lord and Savior.

Your Assignment
Now, please turn to page 38 and answer the questions on Lesson

One.  When you have finished answering these questions, proceed to
Lesson Two.
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Lesson Two

Changing My Heart and Life

"Right is right, and wrong is wrong.  And nobody ever has a right
to do wrong."

This old proverb has been challenged in modern times. 
Philosophers today are saying that truth is relative–that there is no absolute
standard of right and wrong.  According to them, something can be wrong
for you and right for me, and vice-versa. They say that each of us must
decide what is right and wrong depending on the circumstances.  This way
of thinking has been called "Situation Ethics."

The Bible, on the other hand, teaches that truth is absolute.  Truth
can be stated in words.  While praying for his followers, Jesus said,
"Father, make them ready for your service through your truth.  Your
teaching is truth" (John 17:17).

If God's teaching is truth, then we do not have the right to decide
what is right and what is wrong.  That has been decided for us.  God has
declared that certain things are right, and certain things are wrong.  He is
God, and his word is final.  Therefore, "right is right, and wrong is wrong. 
And nobody ever has a right to do wrong."

When we do something wrong, God wants us to change our hearts
and lives.  This change of heart and life is called "repentance." 

David's Sin
About 1,000 B.C., King David sent his generals and their armies

out to fight against the Ammonites.  But David stayed in Jerusalem.  
One evening, David got out of bed and walked around on the roof

of his house.  While he was walking on the roof, he saw a woman taking a
bath.  She was very beautiful.

David sent for his officers and asked them, "Who is that woman?"
One of the officers replied, "That is Bathsheba, daughter of Eliam.  She is
the wife of Uriah the Hittite" (2 Samuel 11:3).

This information should have stopped David from taking further
action.  Bathsheba was a married woman, and David knew it was wrong for
him to take another man's wife.  But David's desires took control of him. 
In a moment of weakness, he yielded to Satan's temptation.  Instead of
listening to his conscience, David listened to his desires.

David sent messengers to Bathsheba and asked her to come to him. 
So Bathsheba came to David, and he had sexual relations with her.  Then,
she washed herself and returned to her home.  
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David's Cover-up
Later, Bathsheba sent word to David saying, "I am pregnant" (2

Samuel 11:5).  
David was a good man who loved God, but David tried to cover

up his sin.  He decided to bring Uriah home from the battlefield and allow
him to sleep with his wife, Bathsheba.  So David sent a message to Joab
(his chief general) saying, "Send Uriah the Hittite to me."

When Uriah came to David, David talked with him about the war. 
He asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were, and how the war was
going.  Then David said to Uriah, "Go home and relax" (2 Samuel 11:8).

But Uriah did not go home.  Instead, he slept outside the door of
the king's house.  When David learned that Uriah had not gone home, he
said to Uriah, "You came from a long trip.  Why did you not go home?"

Uriah replied, "The Holy Box [in which the law was kept] and the
soldiers of Israel and Judah are staying in tents.  My Lord Joab and my
lord's [King David's] officers are camping out in the field.  So it is not right
for me to go home to eat and drink and sleep with my wife" (2 Samuel
11:11).

David said, "Stay here today.  Tomorrow I will send you back to
the battle" (2 Samuel 11:12).

The next day, David called Uriah to come and see him.  David ate
and drank with Uriah and made him drunk, but Uriah still did not go home
to his wife.  

The next morning, David wrote a letter and asked Uriah to take it
to Joab.  In the letter, David wrote, "Put Uriah on the front lines where the
fighting is the hardest.  Then leave him there alone, and let him be killed
in battle" (2 Samuel 11:14-15).

Notice how one sin led to another.  David's desire for Bathsheba
led to adultery.  His adultery led to a cover-up.  His desire to cover up his
sin led to deception, trickery, and finally to murder.  

After Uriah died on the battlefield, David took Bathsheba to be his
wife.

Nathan's Rebuke
But God sent the prophet Nathan to David.  Nathan told David a

story about two men who lived in the city.  One was rich, and the other was
poor.  The rich man had many sheep and cattle, but the poor man had
nothing except one little female lamb.  The lamb grew up with the poor
man's children.  The lamb ate from the poor man's hand, drank from his
cup, and slept on his chest.  The lamb was like a member of his family.
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Then a traveler came to the rich man's home, and the rich man
wanted to give him some food.  But he did not want to kill any of his own
sheep or cattle, so he took the poor man's lamb, killed it, and cooked it for
the traveler.

When David heard this, he became very angry.  He said, "As the
Lord lives, surely the man who did this should die!" (2 Samuel 12:5).

Nathan said to David, "You are that man!  This is what the Lord
God of Israel says: 'I chose you to be the king of Israel, and I saved you
from Saul, and I made you king of Israel and Judah.  So why did you ignore
my command?  Why did you do what I say is wrong?'" (2 Samuel 12: 7-9).

David's Change of Heart and Life
David could have put Nathan to death for saying these things. 

David was the king of Israel, and in those days, a king had absolute power
over his subjects.

But when Nathan finished speaking, David said to him, "I have
sinned against the Lord" (2 Samuel 12:13).  David realized that his sins had
separated him from God (Isaiah 59:2).  He was very sorry for the wrong
things he had done, and he wanted to get right with God.  Later, David
opened his heart to God by writing a song. In that song, David cried out, 

"God, be merciful to me, because of your faithful love. 
Because of your great compassion, erase all the wrongs
I have done.  Scrub away my guilt.  Wash me clean from
my sin.  I know I have done wrong.  I remember that sin
all the time.  I did what you say is wrong. . . . Don't look
at my sins.  Erase them all!  God create a pure heart in me
and make my spirit strong again!  Don't push me away or
take your Holy Spirit away from me.  Your help made 
me so happy.  Give me that joy again.  Make my spirit
strong and ready to obey you.  I will teach the guilty how
you want them to live, and the sinners will come back to
you" (Psalm 51:1-4, 9-13). 
These are the words of a man whose heart was broken–a man who

was terribly disappointed in himself.  David's sense of guilt made him very
sad.  David's godly sorrow caused him to turn away from sin and to turn his
face toward God (2 Corinthians 7:10).

When David repented, his whole life changed direction.  He
became a great servant of God.  Later, he was called "a man after God's
own heart" (Acts 13:22).  This shows that even adultery and murder can be
forgiven when a person changes his heart and life.
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Lessons for Us Today
David's change of heart and life is an example that we should

follow.  Not everyone has committed adultery and murder, but all of us
have committed sin.  We have all been hurt by our sins, and we have hurt
others.  Therefore, we need to change our hearts and lives as David did. 
Jesus went through Galilee preaching, "Change your hearts and lives and
believe the Good News" (Mark 1:15).

On the day of Pentecost, Peter said, "Change your hearts and lives
and be baptized" (Acts 2:38).

The apostle Paul said to the men of Athens, "In the past, people did
not understand God, and he overlooked this.  But now, he is telling
everyone in the world to change and turn to him" (Acts 17:30).

Look at your own life.  Have you ever done anything wrong? 
Have you ever told a lie, cheated on a test, or stolen something that
belonged to another person?  Have you ever gotten drunk, hurt a friend, or
been involved in sexual sin? 

Paul said, "All have sinned and are not good enough to share God's
divine greatness" (Romans 3:23).  All of us have said and done things that
are wrong.  Therefore, in order to be right with God, we need to change our
hearts and lives and turn to God.

God Is Patient
God loves us and wants to save us from the power of evil.  He

wants us to spend eternity with him in heaven.  He is very patient, and he
gives us many opportunities to turn away from evil and to follow him.  But
his patience has limits.  The apostle Paul said to the people in Rome,

"God has been kind to you.  He has been very patient, waiting for
you to change.  But you think nothing of his kindness.  Maybe you
don't understand that God is kind to you so that you will decide to
change your lives.  But you are so stubborn!  You refuse to change. 
So you are making your own punishment greater and greater"
(Romans 2:4-5).

     
Conclusion

God is holy, and sin leads us away from him.  The more we sin,
the farther away from God we get.

In order to get back to God, we must change our hearts and lives
and surrender to him in faith.  That is what God wants.  He is waiting
patiently for us to change.  

Now, answer the questions on page 39.
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Lesson Three
     

     What Is Baptism?

On the day of Pentecost, the apostle Peter said to the people, "Change
your hearts and lives and be baptized" (Acts 2:38).  The words "baptize"
and "baptism" appear more than 100 times in the New Testament. Baptism
must be important or it would not be mentioned so often.  But, what is
baptism? 

Some people think baptism means sprinkling or pouring water on a
person's head.  Others think it is dipping a person under water.  In order to
learn what baptism really is, we must go back to the Bible and listen to
God.  As we begin our study, let us try to put aside our old ideas and
approach the Word of God with open minds as though we had never heard
of baptism before.  

The Baptism of Jesus
Jesus walked more than 100 kilometers (60 miles) to be baptized. 

After walking from Nazareth in Galilee to the Jordan River in Judea, Jesus
asked John to baptize him.   

But John thought he was not good enough to baptize Jesus.  John said,
"Why do you come to me to be baptized?  I should be baptized by you!"
(Matthew 3:14).  

Jesus replied, "Let it be this way for now.  We should do whatever
God says is right" (Matthew 3:15).  Jesus wanted to please his Father, and
he knew that God wanted him to be baptized.  Jesus persuaded John to
baptize him in the Jordan River in order to please God.

After Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water.  The sky
opened, and Jesus saw the Spirit of God coming down on him like a dove. 
And a voice spoke from heaven saying, "This (Jesus) is my Son, the one I
love.  I am very pleased with him" (Matthew 3:17).

From this event, we learn four important things:
(1)  First, Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River.
(2)  Second, after he was baptized, he came up out of the water.
(3)  Jesus was baptized in order to please his Father.
(4)  God was very pleased with his Son.
The question is, What did John do when he baptized Jesus?
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Jesus Tells Nicodemus about the New Birth
In Jerusalem, Jesus talked to a man named Nicodemus about the

importance of being born again.  Jesus said to Nicodemus, "I assure you,
everyone must be born again.  Anyone who is not born again cannot be in
God's kingdom. . . . Believe me when I say that everyone must be born of 
water and the Spirit.  Anyone who is not born of water and the Spirit cannot
enter God's kingdom" (John 3:3, 5).  

Here, Jesus emphasized the importance of starting life again at the
time of our baptism.  God gives us his Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit
begins to change us into the likeness of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).  For the
penitent believer, being baptized is like being born again and starting life
over again.  It is a birth of water and the Spirit.

John Baptizes People at Aenon
After his discussion with Nicodemus, Jesus and his followers began

baptizing people.  John was also baptizing people in Aenon.  He was
baptizing there because there was plenty of water (John 3:22-23).

No one knows where Aenon was located.  But John baptized people
at Aenon because there was plenty of water there.  John preached in the
desert of Judea.  But when he wanted to baptize people, he found a place
where there was plenty of water.  What did John do when he baptized
people at Aenon?

Philip Baptizes an Ethiopian Official
The most detailed description of baptism in the Bible is found in the

eighth chapter of Acts.  There, we read about an important official in the
service of Candace, the queen of Ethiopia.  He was responsible for taking
care of all the queen's money.

This official was a very religious man.  He had ridden in a chariot
from Ethiopia to Jerusalem to worship God.  That was a journey of 800
kilometers (480 miles).  Now, he was on his way home.  As he rode down
the road in his chariot, he was reading the scroll of Isaiah the prophet.

A preacher named Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the official
reading from the scriptures.  Philip said to him, "Do you understand what
you are reading?" (Acts 8:30).   

 The Ethiopian said, "How can I understand?  I need someone to
explain it to me" (Acts 8:31).  Then he invited Philip to climb into the
chariot and sit with him.  Philip began at that scripture in Isaiah and told
him the Good News about Jesus (Acts 8:32-35). 
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We don't know exactly what Philip said to the official, but Philip must
have said he needed to be baptized.  As they were traveling down the road,
they came to some water.  The officer said, "Look, here is water!  What is
stopping me from being baptized?" (Acts 8:36).  

So the officer ordered the driver to stop the chariot.  And they both
went down into the water, both Philip and the officer, and Philip baptized
him.  Then they both came up out of the water.  The Spirit of the Lord took
Philip away, and the officer never saw him again.  The officer continued
his journey home, and he was very happy (Acts 8:37-39).

What did Philip do when he baptized the official in a pool of water
beside the road?

Baptism Is a Burial
The apostle Paul answers these questions for us in his letter to the

Romans.  He says, "When we were baptized, we were buried with Christ
and took part in his death.  And just as Christ was raised from death by the
wonderful power of the Father, so we can now live a new life" (Romans
6:4).  Here, we learn that baptism is a burial. 

 Paul made a similar statement in his letter to the Colossians: "When
you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and you were raised up
with him because of your faith in God's power.  God's power was shown
when he raised Christ from death" (Colossians 2:12).  Again, we are told
that baptism is a burial.

Baptism is a symbol of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 
In baptism, we share in his death (Romans 6:3).  The old sinful person dies
and is buried.  A new spiritual person is raised up to live a new life. 
Sprinkling water on the head does not fit this symbolism.  Baptism is a
burial because it symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.

Suppose someone near and dear to you died, and you arranged to have
your loved one's body buried at the cemetery.  What would you think if the
grave-digger sprinkled a handful of dirt upon the body and went home
thinking his job was done?  Would you feel he had given your loved one
a proper burial?  Or what if he poured a cup of dirt upon the body?  Would
that be enough?  Certainly not!  A body is buried only when it has been
completely covered. 

According to the Bible, baptism is a burial.  In baptism, the body is
completely covered with water.  Immersion is the only form of baptism that
pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Meaning of the Word "Baptism" 
Originally, the New Testament was written in Koine Greek.  That is,
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it was written in the language spoken by common people in New Testament
times.  Language experts tell us that the meaning of the Greek word for
"baptism" is clear and definite.  The verb "baptizo" (baptize) means "to dip,
plunge, or submerge."  The noun "baptisma" (baptism) means "an
immersion."  

Now we know what John did when he baptized Jesus in the Jordan
River.  He buried him in water.  And we know why John needed plenty of
water at Aenon.  He needed enough water for a burial.  And we know what
happened when Philip baptized the Ethiopian officer in a pool beside the
road.  He buried him in water and raised him up to live a new life.

What Have We Learned?
In this lesson, we have learned several important things about baptism:
1.  Baptism is important.  Jesus walked 100 kilometers to be baptized

by John in the Jordan River.  That shows that baptism was very important
to him.  In Lesson 5, we will learn that baptism is essential.  

Moreover, the words "baptize" and "baptism" are found more than 100
times in the New Testament.  Anything that is mentioned that many times
must be important.  Baptism receives great emphasis in the Word of God.

2.  Baptism pleases God.  At first, John refused to baptize Jesus
because he thought he was not good enough.  But Jesus persuaded John to
baptize him in order to fulfil the will of God.

When Jesus came up out of the water, a voice spoke from heaven
saying, "This is my Son, the one I love.  I am very pleased with him." 
Baptism pleases God.

3.  Baptism is a vital part of the New Birth.  Jesus said, "If anyone is
not born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter God's kingdom" (John
3:5).  The "water" in this statement refers to baptism.

The new birth is of the Spirit as well as water.  When the inspired
Word of God is planted in our heart, the Holy Spirit begins to  work within
us.  First, the Spirit produces faith.  Then, he convicts us of sin and leads
us to change our heart and life.  Then, he leads us to the waters of baptism. 
Finally, in baptism, he enters our body and gives us spiritual strength to
live the Christian life.  If we cooperate with him, he changes us into the
likeness of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).

4.  Baptism is a burial in water.  When we repent, our old sinful life
dies. When we are baptized, our old sinful self is buried with Christ, and
we share in his death.  We are buried so that we can be raised up and live
a new life.  Baptism is an immersion in water, and it leads to a spiritual
rebirth and a new life with God.

Now, answer the questions on page 40.
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Lesson Four

The History of
Sprinkling and Pouring

During the first 400 years of church history, spiritual leaders often

wrote about baptism.  Many of their writings have been preserved, and we

can still read them today.  From these writings, we learn that the early

church baptized people by burying them in water.  Immersion was the only

form of baptism for hundreds of years.

The Limitations of Church History

Many church leaders in the second century and later were great men. 

Some were outstanding thinkers.  Others were men of great courage and

conviction.  But they were not inspired like the apostles were. 

Consequently, their teachings do not carry the same weight of authority. 

Their words are nothing more than the words of good men.  

Nevertheless, the writings of these early church leaders are very

important.  Some of them had studied under the apostles and had heard the

apostles explain the scriptures.  Others had studied under those who had

learned from the apostles.  The rest were only a few generations removed

from New Testament times.  So they had a clearer understanding of the

teachings of Jesus and the apostles than we could have without the benefit

of their insights.   That is why their writings are so valuable to us today.
 
Jesus' Warning

While the writings of early church leaders are very valuable, we must
be careful when we read them.  The Bible warns that some church leaders
would depart from the truth to follow their own ideas.

Jesus said, "Be careful of false prophets.  They come to you and look
gentle like sheep.  But they are really dangerous like wolves.  You will
know these people because of what they do" (Matthew 7:15-16).  Some
false teachers appear to be good and gentle people, but their false teachings
destroy the people of God.

Paul's Warnings
In his farewell speech to the Ephesian elders, Paul warned, "I know

that after I leave, some men will come into your group.  They will be like
wild wolves and will try to destroy the flock (group).  Also, men from your
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own group will begin to teach things that are wrong.  They will lead some
of the Lord's followers away from the truth to follow them.  So be careful!"
(Acts 20:28-31a).  Notice that some of these "wild wolves" would come
from among the elders of the church.  

The apostle Paul also predicted that there would be a departure from
God:  "That day of the Lord will not come until the turning away from God
happens" (2 Thessalonians 2:3).  Again and again, the writers of the New
Testament warned that false teachers would come and lead the church away
from truth (2 Corinthians 11:13-14; I Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:1-5;
Titus 1:16; 2 Peter 2:1-2; I John 4:1).  So, as we study the writings of early
church leaders, we must be careful.  We must not accept their teachings
unless they harmonize with the inspired scriptures.

Evidence from Early Church Leaders
For hundreds of years, church leaders described baptism as an

immersion. In quoting from these men, we have taken the liberty to shorten
their sentences and to simplify some of the language while retaining the
original meaning.

Tertullian of Carthage ( about A.D. 200) wrote, "Baptism  is a physical
act, because we are immersed in  water.  But it has a spiritual effect,
because we are set free from sins" (On Baptism 7).

Ambrose of Milan (about A.D. 340) wrote, "You were asked, 'Do you
believe in God All Powerful?’  You said, 'I believe,' and thus you were
immersed.  That is, you were buried."  "Therefore, in baptism, since it is a
likeness of death, when you dip and rise up, there is made a likeness of the
resurrection" (On the Sacraments III.i.1.2).

John Chrysostom (about A.D. 347) described baptism as a burial: 
"When we sink our heads in water, the old man is buried, and he is
submerged.  He is absolutely and entirely hidden.  Then when we lift our
heads up, the new  man comes up" (Homilies on John XXV:2, on John 3:5). 

Basil the Great (about A.D. 370) said, "How then do we become in the
likeness of his death?  We were buried with him through baptism. . . . We
imitate the burial of Christ through baptism. For the bodies of those being
baptized are buried in water" (On the Holy Spirit XV:35).

These quotations are typical.  That is, they are like the statements
made by all early church leaders whose writings have come down to us. 
The early church baptized people by immersion only.

The History of Sprinkling and Pouring
How, then, did the practice of sprinkling get started?  When did

churches begin sprinkling or pouring water on people rather than
immersing them?  The following is a short history of developments. 
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The First Reference to Pouring
The first reference to pouring as a substitute for immersion is found

in a  document called the Didache, most of which dates back to the second
century.  The Didache encouraged baptism in cold, running water: "But if
you do not have living [running] water, baptize in other water; and if you
cannot in cold, then in warm.  But if you have neither, pour water upon the
head three times in the name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit"
(Didache 7). 

J.P. Audet (a Roman Catholic scholar) is regarded as the world's
leading authority on the Didache.  Audet presents evidence that the
statement about pouring was not in the original text.  He believes it was
added later by copyists who updated the Didache to reflect later practices
(J.P. Audet, La Didache [Paris, 1958], pp. 105-110, 365-67; quoted by
Everett Ferguson, Early Christians Speak [Austin, Texas, 1971] pp. 47-48). 
If the statement about pouring had been in the original text, the Didache
would have been out of step with all other documents of the second
century.  The current copy of the Didache, therefore, does not prove that
pouring was substituted for immersion in the second century.  

The First Example of Sprinkling
The first example of sprinkling known to historians is the case of

Novation about A.D. 251.  When Novation became Bishop of Rome, his
rival, Cornelius, wrote a letter to Fabius, Bishop of Antioch.  In this letter,
Cornelius complained that Novation had no right to be a common priest,
much less a bishop, because he had not been properly immersed. 

Mosheim, in his Historical Commentaries, says that Novation "was
seized with a threatening disease and was baptized in bed, when apparently
about to die."  Then Mosheim added,  "It was altogether irregular and
contrary to church rules to admit a man to the priestly office who had been
baptized in bed–that is, who had been merely sprinkled, and had not been
wholly immersed in water, in the ancient method" (Vol. I, p. 62).

Unfortunately, others followed Novation's example.  The practice of
"clinical baptism" caused widespread controversy in the church. 

The First Official Statement
The first known official statement favoring the practice of pouring

water on the head was made by Pope Stephen II (III) in A.D. 753.  Pope
Stephen II (III) was driven from Rome by Adolphus (Aistulf), King of the
Lombards.  He fled to France to seek the protection of Pepin III who had
recently seized the French throne.

While the pope was in France, a group of French monks from Cressy
in Brittany came to him.  They asked whether, in a case of necessity due to
illness, it was lawful to baptize by pouring water on the head.  Stephen
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reportedly answered, "If such a baptism were performed, in such a case of
necessity, in the name of the Holy Trinity, it should be held valid"
(Robinson's History of Baptism, p. 429). 

This pronouncement by Pope Stephen II (III) officially opened the
door to clinical baptism by pouring.  Yet, baptism by immersion continued
to be the norm for hundreds of years.

Remember, according to the scriptures, no man has a right to change
the teachings of Christ and the apostles (Galatians 1:8-9).

The Final Decree
In A.D. 1311, a council in Ravenna (attended by 214 bishops) declared

that sprinkling and immersion are  equally good (Schaff-Herzog, Vol 6,
Sect 699).  From that time forward, sprinkling became increasingly
popular.  By the end of the seventeenth century, sprinkling was almost
universal in the west.  In the east, however, the Orthodox church continued
for centuries to follow the ancient plan of baptizing by immersion.

Summary
This brief survey of church history leads us to the following

conclusions:
1.  There was a slow departure from the teachings of Christ and the

apostles and from the practice of the early church.
2.  For several hundred years, baptism was an immersion in water.    
3.  Then, a man was sprinkled in bed while ill, and he was criticized.
4.  Later, a church leader announced that, in cases of emergency, it is

lawful to baptize by pouring water on the head.
5.  Finally, a council of men declared that sprinkling is just as good as

immersion. 
These changes took place over a period of thirteen hundred years. 

They came so slowly that no one seemed to notice.  No one seemed to care.

Warnings
Again and again, God has warned against changing his com-

mandments (Deuteronomy 4:2; 5:32; Galatians 1:8-9; Revelation
22:18-19).  In view of these warnings, it would be wise to remember that,
(1) The word "baptism" means "immersion."  (2)  Immersion was the only
form of baptism in New Testament times. (3) Baptism by immersion was
practiced in the church for hundreds of years.  (4) Sprinkling and pouring
were first substituted for immersion in cases of emergency.  Even then,
they were condemned as a departure from the teachings of Christ and the
apostles.  No man has a right to make such changes.   
      May God bless you as you continue this study.  

Now, answer the questions on page 41.
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Lesson Five

The Purpose of Baptism

What is the purpose of Christian baptism?  What does baptism
accomplish?  Is baptism an outward sign that God has already forgiven our
sins?  Or does baptism put us into a new relationship with Christ which
leads to the forgiveness of sins and other spiritual blessings?

The answers to these important questions are found in the Bible.  We
cannot depend on the teachings of men.  Some religious leaders tell us one
thing, and some another.  Their teachings often conflict with each other, so
we become confused.  We don't know whom to believe.  In this lesson, we
will explore the teachings of the New Testament in an effort to discover the
purpose of baptism.

Back to Pentecost
On the Day of Pentecost, Peter preached about the crucifixion of Jesus 

and the empty tomb (Acts 2:14-36).  And, for the first time, people were
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38-41). 

In his  sermon, Peter clearly stated the purpose of baptism.  The people
cried out, "What shall we do?" (Acts 2:37).  Peter replied, "Change your
hearts and lives and be baptized, each one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ.  Then God will forgive your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38).

What were the commands?  "Change your hearts and lives and be
baptized."  What were the results?  Forgiveness of sins and the gift of the
Holy Spirit.  On that day, about 3,000 people were baptized (Acts 2:41),
and those who were baptized were forgiven.  

The Case of Saul
Let us look at the case of a dangerous killer named Saul.  Saul did not

believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of God.  He thought Jesus was an
imposter who had led people away from God by telling lies.  So Saul tried
to destroy the Christian movement. 

For example, Jewish leaders in Jerusalem threw large stones at a
Christian man named Stephen until he died.  Saul held their coats and
agreed that the killing of Stephen was a good thing (Acts 7:58; 8:1-3).  Saul
tried to destroy the church in Jerusalem.  He went into the Christians’
houses, dragged out men and women, and put them in jail (Acts 8:1-3). 
Saul was trying to scare the followers of the Lord, even saying he would
kill them (Acts 9:1).
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One day, Saul was on his way to Damascus.  He planned to arrest
believers there and to bring them back to Jerusalem.  As he came near the
city of Damascus, a bright light from heaven suddenly shined around him. 
He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul!  Why are you
persecuting me?" (Acts 9:4).  

Saul asked, "Who are you, Lord?"
The voice said, "I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting."    
Saul said, "What shall I do, Lord?" (Acts 22:10).
Jesus replied, "Get up now and go into Damascus.  Someone there will

tell you what you must do" (Acts 9:6; 22:10).
When Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, he could not

see.  The bright light had made him blind.  So the men with him took his
hand and led him into Damascus.  For three days, he did not eat or drink. 
He just prayed (Acts 9:9).

Finally, a preacher named Ananias came to Saul with a message from
God.  He said, "Saul, my brother, look up and see again!" And
immediately, Saul was able to see (Acts 22:13).

Ananias said to Saul, "The God of our fathers chose you . . . to see the
Righteous One (Jesus) and to hear words from him.  You will be his
witness to all people. You will tell them what you have seen and heard. 
Now, don't wait any longer.  Get up, be baptized, and wash your sins away,
trusting in Jesus to save you" (Acts 22:14-16).

When Was Saul Forgiven?
Saul had fought against Jesus.  He had helped kill Stephen.  He had

put followers of Christ in prison.  Saul had done some terrible things
against God and God's people.  When did God forgive him of these things?

Was Saul forgiven when he believed in Jesus Christ as the Son of
God?  If so, he was forgiven when Jesus appeared to him on the road to
Damascus.  Saul asked, "What shall I do, Lord?" (Acts 22:10).  And when
Jesus told him what to do, he did it.  He believed in Jesus.

Or, was Saul forgiven when his faith led him to repentance?  If so, he
was surely forgiven by the end of the third day of fasting and prayer.  Was
he forgiven through faith, fasting, and prayer?

No, Jesus sent a preacher by the name of Ananias to him.  Ananias
said to Saul, "Get up, be baptized, and wash your sins away, trusting in
Jesus to save you" (Acts 22:16). 

Saul had met Jesus personally.  He had recognized Jesus as the Son of
God.  He had turned away from his sins and had fasted and prayed for three
days.  But Saul was still guilty of his sins when Ananias found him.

When was Saul forgiven?  He was not forgiven when he first believed
in Jesus.  He was not forgiven when he  changed his heart and life.  He was
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forgiven when his sins were washed away in baptism.  Ananias' statement
in Acts 22:16 pinpoints the time of Saul's forgiveness.  Saul's sins were
forgiven when he was baptized.

A Spiritual Circumcision
In his letter to the Colossians, Paul referred to baptism as a spiritual

circumcision.  He said, "In Christ you had a different kind of circumcision,
one that was not done by human hands.  That is,  you were made free from
the power of your sinful self.  That is the kind of circumcision Christ does"
(Colossians 2:11). 

Paul continues, "When you were baptized, you were buried with
Christ, and you were raised up with him because of your faith in God's
power" (Colossians 2:12).

Question:  What happens when we are buried with Christ in baptism? 
Answer: God gives us  new life together with Christ.  He forgives all

our sins (Colossians 2:13).  Prior to baptism, we are spiritually dead.  We
are separated from God because of sin.  But when we are baptized, a
spiritual circumcision takes place.  As the male foreskin is cut off and
discarded at the time of a circumcision, our sins are cut off and discarded
at the time of our baptism.  By removing our sins, God makes us alive. 
     
Dead to Sin

In baptism, we die to sin.  In his letter to the Romans, Paul asked, "Did
you forget that all of us became part of Christ Jesus when we were
baptized?  In our baptism, we shared in his death.  So when we were
baptized, we were buried with Christ and took part in his death" (Romans
6:3, 5).  In baptism, we are united with Christ in a death like his and we are
united with him in a resurrection like his (Romans 6:5-7).   

Question:  In what way do we die?  Answer:  In baptism, our old sinful
life ends.  It dies, and it is buried.  “And just as Christ was raised from
death by the wonderful power of the Father, so we can now live a new life”
(Romans 6:4).  All spiritual blessings, including the forgiveness of sins, 
are “in Christ” (Ephesians 1:2, 7).  Since that is true, baptism into Christ
(Galatians 3:27) is essential to salvation from sin.. 

Evidence from History
Fortunately, the writings of great spiritual leaders in the early church

have been preserved.  By studying them, we know the views of men who
lived during the days of the apostles and immediately thereafter.

Notice, in the following quotations, how these early church leaders
linked baptism with the forgiveness of sins.  (Again, we have simplified
some of their statements by shortening the sentences or by translating them
into simple English while retaining the original meaning.) 
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Barnabas wrote in the late first century.  (Some scholars think this was
the Barnabas who traveled with Paul.)  He said, "We go down into the
water full of sins and uncleanness.  We come up with reverence in our heart
and with hope in Jesus in our spirit" (11:1,8,11).  Prior to baptism, we are
"full of sins."  After baptism, we are filled with "hope."

Hermas, too,  lived in the first century.  Some scholars think he was
the Hermas mentioned by Paul in Romans 16:14.  Hermas said, ". . . before
a man bears the name of the Son of God, he is dead.  But whenever he
receives the seal [baptism], he receives life.  The seal then is the water. 
They go down into the water dead, and they come up alive" (Similitudes
IX.xvi.3-4). 

Justin Martyr was born in A.D. 114, about fourteen years after the
death of the apostle John.  Justin wrote:  "Then they [those being baptized]
are led by us to where there is water.  And they are born again in the same
way we were born again."  Then Justin said, "At that time, they receive the
washing in water in the name of God the Father, and of our Savior Jesus
Christ, and of the Holy Spirit.  For Christ also said, 'Unless you are born
again, you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven'" (Apology I.61).

Irenaeus (about A.D. 175) wrote:  "We have received baptism for
forgiveness of sins in the name of God the Father, and in the name of Jesus
Christ, and in the Holy Spirit of God. This baptism is the seal of eternal life
and is rebirth unto God" (Proof of the Apostolic Preaching 3).

Origen (about A.D. 250) wrote:  ". . . but you descend into the water
and you escape safely.  Having washed away the filth of  sin, you come up
a 'new man' ready to sing the 'new song'" (Homilies on Exodus V:5).

With one voice, early Christian leaders declared that baptism is for the
forgiveness of sins.  Sin separates us from God, but sin is forgiven when we
are baptized into Christ.  Baptism is linked to salvation from sin.  Those
who say baptism has nothing to do with our salvation are out of step with 
the teachings of Christ, the apostles, and early church leaders.

Conclusion
Baptism plays a vital role in God's plan to save us from the power and

consequences of sin.  First, we accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God and
put our trust in him.  Then, we surrender our will to him and decide to
change our hearts and lives.  Then, without delay, we are buried with him
in baptism and are born again of water and the Spirit.  It is at the point of
baptism that we receive forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit..

Paul said to the Corinthians, "When anyone is in Christ, it is a whole
new world. The old things are gone; suddenly, everything is new" (2
Corinthians 5:17).  Our new relationship with Christ gives us hope.

Now, answer the questions on page 42.
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Lesson Six

Who Should 
Be Baptized?

Perhaps, by now, you are asking, "Should I be baptized"?   Or,
"Should I baptize my baby"?  Or, "How old does a person have to be in
order to be baptized"? 

For the answers to these questions, we must go to the Word of God. 
What does the Bible say?  

Teaching Comes Before Baptism
According to the Bible, teaching always comes before baptism.  Jesus

said to his apostles in Galilee, "So go and make followers of   all people in
the world.  Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit.  Teach them to obey everything that I have told you to do"
(Matthew 28:19-20).

Here, the apostles were commanded to make "followers of all people"
by teaching them the Good News about Jesus Christ.  Then, they were to
baptize those who decided to follow Jesus.  Only people who were old
enough to be taught were considered old enough to be baptized.

Faith Comes Before Baptism
According to the Bible, faith always comes before baptism.  Just

before Jesus returned to the Father, he took his apostles to the Mount of
Olives.  There, he said to them, "Go everywhere in the world.  Tell the
Good News to everyone.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved. 
But those who do not believe will be judged guilty" (Mark 16:15-16).

Faith comes before baptism.  First, a person believes in Jesus Christ
as the Son of God and puts his trust in him as Lord and Savior.  Then he or
she is baptized. A trusting faith leads to baptism.  

The story is told of a young boy who was trapped upstairs in a burning
house.  As fire swept into his room, he crawled through the window and
hung on to the window sill outside.  As  flames poured out the window, it 
seemed certain that the boy would be burned to death or that he would be
broken to pieces in a fall to the earth.  But he held on to the window sill
with a firm grip.

Then, a strong man walked up below and lifted up his hands.  He
shouted, "Drop, son!  I'll catch you!"  So the young boy let go and dropped
safely into the big man's arms. 
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The Good News is that Jesus Christ has come to rescue us from a fiery
death.  He is our Savior, and he is saying, "Let go!  I'll catch you"!  The
faith that leads to baptism is the faith that virtually leaps into the arms of
Jesus.

Repentance Comes before Baptism
When the Pharisees and Sadducees came to John for baptism, he said,

"You are all snakes!  Who warned you to run away from the punishment
that God is about to send?  Change your hearts, and show by the way you
live that you have changed" (Matthew 3:7-8).  Repent, then be baptized.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter preached a powerful message.  He
concluded, "God has made Jesus to be Lord and Christ.  He is the man you
nailed to the cross!" (Acts 2:36).

When the people heard this, they felt very sorry.  And they cried out,
"Brothers, what should we do"? (Acts 2:37).   

Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven.  And  you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38 NIV).

Notice that they first had to repent.  Then, they were to be baptized. 
Repentance comes before baptism. 

What Is Repentance?
Repentance is being so sorry for sin that you decide to quit sinning. 

It is a change of heart and life.  
A noted scholar was preaching a sermon on repentance.  He quoted

many scriptures.  His thoughts were deep and profound, but he was not able
to make his audience understand.  

An old country preacher stood up.  Respectfully, he asked, "Brother,
may I show the people what I believe repentance is?"  

The scholarly preacher said, "Very well, Uncle John.  Show us what
repentance is!"

The old man walked down the aisle of the church building shouting,
"I'm going to hell!  I'm going to hell!"  Then suddenly, he turned around
and started walking up the aisle in the opposite direction shouting, "I'm
going to heaven!  I'm going to heaven!"  Then he sat down.  

This description of repentance may be too simple, but there is much
truth in what the old man said.  Repentance is doing an about-face. 
Repentance is leaving the downward way and turning our feet onto the
upward way.  Repentance is sorrow turned into right action.  It is
movement away from evil and toward good.  It is a decision to follow Jesus 
and to change one's heart and life.

In New Testament times, those who were old enough to change their
hearts and lives were considered old enough to be baptized. 
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Should Babies Be Baptized?
We have learned from the scriptures that (1) teaching, (2) faith, and

(3) repentance always come before baptism. 
To ask if babies can be baptized is to ask the following:
* Can babies be taught?
* Can babies understand the Good News about Christ?
* Can babies believe in Jesus and accept him as their Savior?
* Can babies change their hearts and lives?
Who can say "yes" to any of these questions?  Babies were not

baptized in New Testament times.

Household Conversions
Some people argue that entire households were baptized in New

Testament times, and that some of those households must surely have
included infants.

Is that true?  There are only four cases of household conversions in the
Bible.  Let us examine each case asking, " Were any infants baptized?"  

One:  Cornelius and His Household
The story of Cornelius  is recorded in the tenth chapter of Acts.  Here,

we find the following facts:  (a) Cornelius "was a religious man.  He and
all the others in his house were worshipers of the true God" (Acts 10:2). 
(b) Cornelius gathered his relatives and close friends to hear Peter's words
(Acts 10:24). (c) These people listened to Peter's message (Acts 10:27-43). 
(d)  The Holy Spirit came down upon all those who were listening to Peter
speak (Acts 10:44).  (e)  All of them started 'speaking different languages
and praising God" (Acts 10:46).  (f) Peter told his Christian companions
"to baptize Cornelius and his relatives and friends" (Acts 10:48).  (g) They
were baptized.  (h) "Then, they asked Peter to stay with them for a few
days" (Acts 10:48).

Were there any infants in Cornelius' household?  Notice that all the
people who lived in his home worshiped the true God.  The relatives and
friends who gathered at his home listened to Peter's message, spoke
different languages, praised God, obeyed Peter's command by being
baptized, and invited Peter to stay a few days.  These are the activities of
mature people, not infants. 

Two:  Lydia and Her Household
In the case of Lydia (Acts 16:11-15), there is no indication that she

was married.  There is no mention of children.  Lydia was a wealthy
business woman who made her living selling purple cloth.  This cloth was
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so expensive that only kings and wealthy people could afford it. 
When Lydia believed the things Paul said, she and all the people living

in her home were baptized.  Then Lydia invited Paul and his male
companions into her home.  She said, "If you think I am truly a believer in
the Lord Jesus, then come stay in my house" (Acts 16:15).

Lydia's household probably consisted of servants.  It seems likely that
she was not married.  If she had been married, she would not have been so
cautious about inviting Paul and his companions into her villa.

There is no evidence of infants in Lydia's household.

Three:  The Philippian Jailer
After Lydia was baptized in Philippi, Paul and Silas were arrested,

beaten, and thrown into prison.  About midnight, they were praying and
singing songs to God.  Suddenly, there was a great earthquake.  The
foundation of the jail shook.  All the doors of the jail opened, and the
prisoners were freed from their chains.

When the jailer woke up, he saw that the jail doors were open.  He
thought the prisoners had all escaped, so he pulled out his sword and was
about to kill himself.  But Paul shouted, "Don't hurt yourself!  We are all
here!" (Acts 16:28).

That night, Paul and Silas "told the message of the Lord to the jailer
and all the people in his house" (Acts 16:32).  Afterward, "the jailer and all
his people were baptized" (Acts 16:33).  Then, "the jailer took Paul and
Silas home and gave them some food.  All the people were very happy
because they now believed in God" (Acts 16:34).  

Were there any babies in the jailer's household?  Notice again that all
the people in his house heard the Good News, were baptized, and were very
happy over their faith in God.  These are the actions of mature people.

Four:  Crispus
Finally, there is the case of Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue in

Corinth.  "Crispus and all the people living in his house believed in the
Lord Jesus.  Many other people in Corinth also listened to Paul.  They too
believed and were baptized" (Acts 18:8).  Were there any infants in
Crispus'  house?  Evidently not.  All the people living in his house were old
enough to  believe in the Lord Jesus.  

The events in these four cases of conversion follow the same order. 
Teaching led to faith, and faith led to baptism.

After examining the scriptures, we conclude that there is no evidence
of infant baptism in the Bible. 
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Evidence from History
The writings of early church leaders also indicate that baptism was for

people old enough to believe and repent.
Justin Martyr said that teaching, belief, and repentance come before

baptism.  About A.D. 150, he wrote, "As many as are persuaded and
believe that the things taught and said by us are true, and promise to live
accordingly, these are taught to fast, pray, and ask God for the forgiveness
of past sins. Then they are led by us to where there is water, and in the
manner of the new birth by which we ourselves were born again, they are
born again" (Apology I.61).  Notice that teaching, belief, and repentance,
came before baptism.

Clement of Alexandria (about A.D. 200) said that "Instruction leads
to faith, and faith together with baptism is trained by the Holy Spirit." 
Clement concluded, "We who have repented of our sins, renounced our
faults, and are purified by baptism run back to the eternal light, as children
to their father" (Instructor I.vi,26.2;30:2.32.1).  According to Clement,
instruction, faith, and repentance come before baptism.

The writings of these early church leaders harmonize with the
teachings of the inspired apostles. 

What Have We Learned?
In this lesson, we have learned several important things:
*  Teaching comes before baptism (Matthew 28:19-20).  Before

people can believe in the Lord, they must hear about him (Romans 10:14).
*  Faith comes before baptism (Mark 16:15-16). 
*  Repentance comes before baptism (Acts 2:38).
*  The writings of early church leaders agree with the scriptures that

baptism is for people who hear the Good News, believe in Jesus Christ as
the Son of God, accept him as Lord and Savior, and turn away from sin in
repentance.      

*  There is no evidence that babies were baptized in New Testament
times.  Nor is there any evidence that babies were baptized during the first
half of the second century.

How, then, did the practice of infant baptism get started?  Lesson
Seven will deal with this important question. 

Now, answer the questions on page 43.
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Lesson Seven

The History of
Infant Baptism

If  infant baptism was neither taught by Jesus nor practiced by the
New Testament church, how did it get started? 

In this lesson, we will first see what Jesus, Paul, and early church
leaders said about the innocence of little children.  Then, we will take a
quick tour through church history to see when and why Christians started
baptizing their babies.   

Jesus Taught that Little Children Are Innocent
One day, some people brought their little children to Jesus so that he

could lay his hands on them to bless them and pray for them.  When Jesus'
followers saw this, they told the people to stop bringing their children to
him.   But Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me.  Don't stop them,
because God's kingdom belongs to people who are like these children"
(Matthew 19:14). 

According to Jesus, little children are models for adults.  People in the
kingdom of heaven should be pure and innocent like little children.  

Paul Was Innocent As a Child      
The apostle Paul indicated that he was innocent as a child. In his letter

to the Romans Paul said, "Before I knew the law, I was alive.  But when I
heard the law's command, sin began to live, and I died spiritually" (Romans
7:9-10).  Spiritual death is being separated from God because of sin.

As an  innocent child, Paul was spiritually alive.  But when he grew
older and studied the law, he sinned and died spiritually.

The Early Church Taught that Infants Are Innocent
Spiritual leaders in the early church taught that infants and little

children are innocent.
Hermas (late first or early second century) wrote that believers "are

like innocent infants, in whose heart no wickedness enters and who do not
know what evil is but always remain in innocence."  Then, Hermas said,
"As many of you then who will continue to be as infants, with no
wickedness, will be more honored than all others.  For all infants are
honored before God and are in the first rank before him" (Similitudes
IX.xxix.1-3).  According to Hermas, children are innocent and honored.
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Barnabas (late first or early second century) pointed to little children
as models of innocence.  He wrote, “Since he renewed us in the forgiveness
of sins, he made us into another image, so as to have the soul of children, 
. . .” (6:11).  According to Barnabas, God has forgiven us, renewed us,
changed us, and given us the [sinless] soul of a child.

Aristides (early second century) said that infants are sinless: "And
when a child has been born to one of them [Christians], they give thanks to
God.  And if it should die as an infant, they give thanks the more, because
it has departed life sinless" (Apology 15:11).  A child is born into the world
sinless, and a child that dies in infancy departs sinless.

Athenagoras (about A.D. 175) said that young children "have not
sinned" (On the Resurrection 14).   This was the general view of the church
in the first and second centuries.

Summary
Let us summarize what these spiritual leaders in the early church said

about infants and little children:  
*  Infants are innocent.  No wickedness enters their hearts. 
*  Infants are honored before God.  
*  A child is born sinless, and a little child that dies, dies sinless. 
* Young children have not sinned. 

When Did Infant Baptism Get Started?
The practice of baptizing infants by immersion seems to have begun

late in the late second century.  There is no evidence that infants were
baptized prior to that time.

Tertullian Opposes Infant Baptism
Tertullian (about A.D. 200) argued against baptizing infants and small

children.  He said,
"The delay of baptism is more suitable, especially in the case of
small children. . . . Let them become Christians when they are
able to  know Christ.  Why should the innocent hurry to be
forgiven of sins?" (On Baptism 18).
According to Tertullian, small children should not be baptized. They

should not be baptized until they have grown up–until they have been
instructed and have learned why they are coming to Christ.  They should
not be baptized until they know Christ and have committed sins that need
to be forgiven. 

Tertullian's opposition to the baptism of small children suggests that
infant baptism was something new at the beginning of the third century.
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 Origen Advocates Infant Baptism
Origen (about A.D. 250) argued in favor of infant baptism: Origin

wrote, "Infants are baptized for the remission of sins.  Of what kinds?  Or
when  did  they sin?  Since no one is exempt from stain, one removes the
stain by the mystery of baptism.  For this reason, infants also are baptized."
(Homily on Leviticus VIII:3)

Origen did not say that infants were born bearing the guilt of Adam's
sin.  But, he did say that "no one is exempt from stain," and "one removes
the stain by baptism."  According to Origen, all human beings (including
infants) have been "stained" by sin, and infants should be baptized to
remove this stain.  In saying this, Origen was out of step with Christ and
the apostles.  

 Yet, Origen said, " . . . the church had a tradition from the apostles to
give baptism even to infants" (Commentary on Romans V:9). Origen
claimed apostolic authority for infant baptism, but he gave no evidence to
support his claim.  Nor do we find evidence of infant baptism in any other
historical document prior to this time.

Indeed, Tertullian's opposition to infant baptism  indicates that infant
baptism was not "a tradition from the apostles."  Tertullian would not have
argued against a practice authorized by the apostles. 

Origen's teaching was  a departure from the teachings of Christ and the
apostles; yet, many people believed Origen’s false teachings. 
 
Cyprian Develops a Theological Basis for Infant Baptism

Cyprian (about A.D. 250) was the first church leader to develop a
theological case for infant baptism.  He reasoned as follows: " Having been
born recently, an infant has not sinned, except that in being born physically
according to Adam, he has contracted the contagion of the ancient death
by his first birth." (Epistle 58 [64]).

For Origen and Cyprian, an infant had no sin of its own.  Nor did an
infant inherit the guilt of Adam's sin.  Rather, it was stained by birth and
needed to be purified.  It had "contracted the contagion" of death.

Such ideas were contrary to the teachings of Christ and the apostles.

Third Century Christian Inscriptions
Third century  inscriptions (mostly on Christian  tombs) tell of infant

baptisms.  One inscription reads, "Sweet Tyche lived one year, ten months,
fifteen days, Received grace on the eighth day before the Kalends.  Gave
up her soul on the same day" (Inscriptions latinae christianae veteres, Vol.
I, number 1531; quoted by Everett Ferguson in Early Christians Speak, p. 
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57).  The term "received grace" was commonly used with reference to
baptism.  

These epitaphs do not indicate the age at which ordinary Christians
were baptized in the third century.  They only indicate that some children
were baptized when threatened by death.

In view of the church’s stress on baptism, and in view of the false
teachings of Origen and Cyprian, it is not surprising that Christian parents
in the third century wanted to baptize their dying children.  

Unfortunately, the influence of Origen and Cyprian spread throughout
the church in the third and fourth centuries.

 The Council of Carthage
In A.D. 418, the church in Carthage (northern Africa) called church

leaders together for a meeting.  This "Council of Carthage" issued a
statement saying, "whoever denies that infants may be baptized when they
come recently from their mother's womb, let him go to hell" (History of
Apostasies by John F. Rowe, James D. Bales, and John A. Hudson, p. 257).

After the Council of Carthage, people who opposed infant baptism
were condemned to hell.   Consequently, infant baptism became more and
more common.  

About the same time, early in the fifth century, Augustine developed
his doctrine of original sin.  His teaching on original sin was approved by
the Second Council of Orange in A.D. 529.  Therefore, the practice of
infant baptism became virtually universal by the end of the sixth century. 

Summary
This brief sketch of church history reveals a gradual departure from

the teachings of Christ and his apostles.  
*  Jesus and his apostles baptized penitent believers only.
*  Jesus and his apostles baptized people by immersion only.     
*  For two centuries, only people who were old enough to believe in

Jesus Christ and to change their heart and lives were baptized.
*  There is no evidence of  infant baptism until the end of the second

century.
*  Infant baptism became almost universal by the end of the sixth

century.
These changes took place over a long period of time.  They came so

gradually that few people noticed. Step by step, the church departed from
the teachings of Christ and the apostles and from the practice of the early
church.

Again and again, God has warned human beings not to change his
commands. 
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Moses warned, "You must not add to what I command you, and you
must not take anything away" (Deuteronomy 4:2).

Solomon warned, "Don't try to change what God says.  If you do, he
will punish you and prove that you are a liar" (Proverbs 30:6).

Jesus warned, "Be careful of false prophets.  They come to you and
look gentle like sheep, but they are really dangerous like wolves (Matthew
7:15).

The apostle Paul warned: "We told you the true Good News message. 
So anyone who tells you a different message should be condemned–even
if it's one of us or even an angel from heaven!" (Galatians 1:8).

The apostle John wrote:
"I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy in this
book:  If anyone adds anything to these words, God will give
them the plagues written about in this book.  And if anyone takes
away from the words of this book of prophecy, God will take
away their share of the tree of life and of the holy city which are
written about in this book" (Revelation 22:18-19).

The warning is clear: No one has the right to change the Word of God. 

Conclusion
In view of these warnings, it would be wise to go back to the Bible and

follow the instructions that God, Christ, and the inspired apostles have
given us.

Was your baptism the same as the baptism you read about in the
Bible?  Were you sprinkled as an infant?  Did a priest pour water on your
head?  Were you dipped in water as a baby?  If your answer to any of these
questions is "yes," we encourage you to follow the teachings of Christ and
the apostles. 

Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God?  Have you
accepted him as your Lord and Savior?  Have you turned away from sin to
follow him?  Have you been baptized by immersion in water for the
forgiveness of your sins?  If not, God is saying to you, as Ananias said to
Saul, "Don't wait any longer.  Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away,
trusting in Jesus to save you" (Acts 22:16).

May God bless you as you continue your study.  
Now, please turn to page 44 and answer the questions on this lesson.
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Lesson Eight

Power 
from God

At the end of a home Bible study, the teacher encouraged his student
to become a Christian.  

"I am a weak man," replied the student.  "I will not be baptized until
I can prove to myself that I am able to live the Christian life."

"No one can ever live the Christian life on his own power," said the
teacher.  "That's why God gives us the Holy Spirit when we are baptized."

Born Again
When believers change their hearts and lives and are baptized into

Christ, they are born again of "water and the Spirit" (John 3:3, 5).  When
the Word of God is planted in a good heart, a spiritual conception takes
place.  Through the Word, the Spirit leads the person to faith, convicts the
person of sin (John 16:8), produces Godly sorrow and repentance (2
Corinthians 7:10), and leads the person to baptism (Acts 2:38).  At baptism,
the Holy Spirit enters the new Christian's body.  The Spirit who lives in us
strengthens us in the inner person and helps us live for God (Ephesians
3:16).

Without the Spirit's help, no one can live the Christian life.  

The Civil War Within Us
Have you ever felt that your body and your mind were in a tug-of-war? 

Your body pulls in one direction, and your mind in another.
The apostle Paul had that experience.  He said, "I don't understand

why I act the way I do.  I don't do the good I want to do, and I do the evil
I hate" (Romans 7:15).  "In my mind," he said, "I am happy with God's law. 
But I see another law working in my body.  That law makes war against the
law my mind accepts.  That other law working in my body is the law of sin.
. ."  (Romans 7:22-23).

Finally, Paul cries out in desperation, "What a miserable person I am!
Who will save me from this body that brings me death?" (Romans 7:24). 
Then, he answers his own question:  " I thank God for his salvation through
Jesus Christ our Lord!" (Romans 7:25).

How does God save us from the consequences of sin and evil?  God
saves us from guilt through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  How does God
save us from the control of sin?  God saves us from sin's control by
forgiving our sins and giving us his Holy Spirit.
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Empowered by the Spirit
At the time of our baptism, we receive the Holy Spirit as a gift from

God (Acts 2:38; 5:32).  God knows we are weak, so he gives us inner
strength through his Spirit (Ephesians 3:16).  When we accept God's help,
we are not ruled by our old sinful selves.  We are ruled by the Spirit of God
(Romans 8:9).

With the Spirit's help, we stop doing the wrong things our body wants
to do: "committing sexual sin, being morally bad, doing all kinds of
shameful things, taking part in witchcraft, hating people, causing trouble,
being jealous, angry, and selfish, causing people to argue and divide into
separate groups, being filled with envy, getting drunk, having wild parties,
and doing other things like this" (Galatians 5:19-21).  These things lead to
spiritual death (Romans 8:13).

But if we use the Spirit's help to stop doing the wrong things we do
with our body, we will have true life (Romans 8:13).  By the Spirit's power,
we develop "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control" (Galatians 5:22-23).  With the Spirit’s help we
gain true life in this world and in the world to come. 

Paul says, "Anyone who thinks they are standing strong should be
careful that they don't fall"  (1 Corinthians 10:12).  Then Paul promises that
God will help us overcome Satan’s temptations: "The only temptations that
you have are the same temptations that all people have.  But you can trust
God.  He will not let you be tempted more than you can bear.  But when
you are tempted, God will also give you a way to escape that temptation. 
Then you will be able to endure it" (I Corinthians 10:13).  

Consider Yourself Dead to the Power of Sin
When we are baptized, we die to one kind of life and are raised to

another kind of life.  We die to a life of sin, and we are raised to a life with
God.  We go down into the waters of baptism a "worldly" person.  We
come up out of the water a "heavenly" person.  In baptism, we share in
Christ's death.  After baptism, we share in his life (Romans 6:2-10).  

This, however, does not mean that we will never be tempted again. 
Nor does it mean that we will never sin again.  As Christians, we often
stumble and fall.  When we fall, we ask God to forgive us.  Life after
baptism continues to be a struggle, even with the Spirit's help.  Being
united with Christ does not deliver us from conflict with evil.  Rather, it
delivers us into the midst of a life-and-death struggle with evil. 

After baptism, we find ourselves on the front lines of a spiritual battle. 
"Our fight is not against people on earth.  We are fighting against the rulers
and authorities and the powers of this world's darkness.  We are fighting
against the spiritual powers of evil in the heavenly places" (Ephesians
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6:12).  In order to fight against the devil, we must put on the full armor of
God:  truth, right living, the Good News of peace, faith, salvation, the Word
of God, and prayer (Ephesians 6:13-17).  God has given us powerful
spiritual weapons to use in the struggle (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).

In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he said, "You should see yourselves as
being dead to the power of sin and alive for God through Jesus Christ"
(Romans 6:11).  "Don't let sin control you in your life here on earth.  You
must not be ruled by the things your sinful self makes you want to do"
(Romans 6:12).  "Don't offer the parts of your body to serve sin.  Don't use
your bodies to do evil, but offer yourselves to God . . . to be used for doing
good" (Romans 6:13).  The original Greek text says, "Don't present the
members of your body [to Satan] as weapons of unrighteousness to sin. 
But present your members to God as weapons of righteousness."

These are military terms.  They describe the war that is being fought
between the armies of God and the powers of evil.  We cannot hope to win
the battle against sin by our own effort.  We must draw upon the power that
God gives us through the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

The Washing that Makes Us a New People
Paul tells how and why God saved us from sin:  "He saved us because

of his mercy, not because of any good things we did.  He saved us through
the washing that made us a new people.  He saved us by making us new
through the Holy Spirit" (Titus 3:5).  

We are made new by having our sins washed away in baptism.  And
we are made new by the power of the Holy Spirit who lives and works
within us.  This statement about "the washing" and renewal "through the
Holy Spirit" refers back to Jesus' teaching on the new birth (John 3:3-5). 
During the first four centuries, every Christian writer who wrote about the
new birth said that the "water" in John 3:5 refers to baptism.

For example, Justin Martyr (born A.D. 114) said, "Then they [those
being baptized] are led by us to water, and they are born again in the same
way we were born again.  For at that time, they receive the washing in
water in the name of God . . . the Father, and of our Savior Jesus Christ,
and of the Holy Spirit.  For Christ also said, 'Unless you are born again,
you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven'" (Apology I.61).  At baptism, we
are born again.  Baptism is the washing that cleanses us of sin.  At baptism,
we receive the Holy Spirit who makes us a new people.  

We Are Being Changed
We are being changed into the likeness of Christ.  This is a gradual

process.  As we look upon the face of Jesus, "we are being changed to be
like him.  This change in us brings more and more glory, which comes
from the Lord, who is the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:18).  This growth will
continue until Christ comes again (Philippians 1:6).
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From the moment of our baptism, the Holy Spirit begins a life-long
process of changing us into the likeness of Christ who is exactly like the
invisible God (Colossians 1:15).  

Victory in Jesus
"So anyone who is in Christ is not judged guilty" (Romans 8:1). 

Why?  Because now, we don't live following our sinful selves.  We live
following the Spirit" (Romans 8:4).

The Spirit makes us "God's chosen children” (Romans 8:15).  "With
the Spirit, we cry out, 'Abba, Father.'  The Spirit himself speaks to our
spirits and makes us sure that we are God's children" (Romans 8:15-16).

God always works for the good of his children (Romans 8:28).  "If
God is for us, no one can stand against us.  And God is with us" (Romans
8:31).  "Who can say that God's people are guilty?  No one!  Jesus Christ
died, but that is not all.  He was also raised from death.  And now he is at
God's right side, speaking to him for us (Romans 8:34).  "Can anything
separate us from Christ's love?  Can trouble or problems or persecution
separate us from Christ's love?  No!  Can problems or persecution separate
us from his love?  If we have no food or clothes or face danger or even
death, will that separate us from Christ's love?  (Romans 8:35).

"In all these troubles, we have complete victory through God,
who has shown his love for us. Yes, I am sure that nothing can
separate us from God's love–not death, life, angels, or ruling 
spirits. I am sure that nothing now,  nothing in the future, no
powers,  nothing above us or  nothing below us–nothing in  the
whole created world–will ever be able to separate us from the
love God has shown us in Christ Jesus our Lord "(Romans 8:
37-39).
Not even the most terrible spiritual powers can separate us from the

love of Christ.  Death can't.  Life can't.  Fallen angels can't.  Demons can't. 
Astrology can't.  Nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of
God that is in Jesus Christ.

Instead of separating us from the love of God, the trials of life actually
draw us closer to God.  Trials help us experience his love more completely. 
Moreover, our suffering is nothing compared to the great glory that will be
revealed to us in heaven (Romans 8:18). 

Such is the beauty of being born again.  Jesus came to give us life that
is full and good (John 10:10).  Have you accepted his gift of love?  His
arms are extended to you.  Now is the time to trust him, to follow him, and
to be baptized into him for the forgiveness of sins.  Now is the time to be
born again. 

Congratulations!  You have completed Book 1.  Now, answer the
questions on Lesson 8 and send the Q & A Section to your teacher. 
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                 QUESTION AND ANSWER SECTION                AB 1

Instructions for the Student:

This section contains questions on each lesson in the book.  After you
have studied each lesson carefully, please answer the questions on that
lesson.  Then go on to the next lesson. 

Finish all seven lessons.  After answering all the questions in each
book, please cut out the entire Question and Answer Section and mail
it to your teacher.  (Your teacher's name and address are listed below.) 
Do not send the entire book.  It is yours to keep for further study.

Your teacher will grade your answers and return them to you as soon
as possible.  When you complete Books One, Two, and Three of this
Advanced Bible Course, you will receive a certificate of completion. 

Please print your name and address clearly in the spaces below.

Student's Name and Address:

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

City: ____________________ State (or Province)____________________

Postal Code: __________________ Country: ______________________

Telephone:  ___________________ E-Mail: ______________________

Teacher's Name and Address:

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

City: ________________________ State:   ________________________

Country:  ____________________ Zip Code: _____________________

Telephone:  ____________________ E-Mail:______________________
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 AB 1                          QUESTIONS ON LESSON ONE                        

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around the "T" if the statement is true, and
around "F" if it is false.)
1.   T    F    Spiritual things are as real as salt and pepper.
2.   T    F    Abraham's faith made him right with God.
3.   T    F    Even if we don't believe in God, he overlooks our 

      faults and forgives us.
4.   T    F    When we look at Jesus, we see what God is like.
5.   T    F    Our faith in Jesus is based upon the testimony of        

                         good and honest men who risked their lives to tell
                                what they saw.

II.  Multiple Choice  (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below    
      to show which choice is correct.)

1.  _______   Abraham's faith was very (a) weak. (b) strong. 
(c) ordinary.

2.  _______   God rewarded Abraham's faith by giving him a
         (a) son. (b) daughter.(c) city.

3.  _______   When four men tore a hole in the roof above Jesus,
         he (a) rebuked, (b) ignored,(c) honored, them.

4.  _______   God still rewards those people who (a) fight, 
(b) seek,(c) run away from, him.

5.  _______   The four men who brought their paralyzed friend    
                                   to Jesus were motivated by (a) anger. (b) pride.

        (c) faith.

III.  Thought Questions  (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)
1.   What is faith?  Describe your faith in God and in Jesus

Christ.
2.   In what way does God reward those who seek him?
3.   What are some of the ways in which Jesus was like God?
4.   What have you learned in this lesson that is meaningful?
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                             QUESTIONS ON LESSON TWO                     AB 1

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and      
around "F" if it is false.)

1.   T    F   The Bible teaches that truth is relative.
2.   T    F  The Bible indicates that each of us has a right to         

decide what is right and what is wrong.
3.   T    F  Adultery and murder are unforgivable sins.
4.   T    F  After David repented of his sin with Bathsheba, he    

was called "a man after God's own heart."
5.   T    F   When we refuse to change our heart and life, we are

     making our own punishment greater and greater.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank below to show
which choice is correct.)

1.  _______    "Situation ethics" declares that truth is 
                                    (a)  universal. (b) absolute. (c) relative.

2.  _______    (a) Joab, (b) Nathan, (c) Uriah, was a prophet of     
                                    God who rebuked David for his sin.

3.  _______    When the prophet of God rebuked David for his     
                                    sin, David (a) repented. (b) killed the prophet. 
                                    (c) killed himself.

4.  _______    When David found out that Bathsheba was             
                                     married, he (a) left her alone. (b) was angry. 
                                    (c) sent for her.

5.  _______   When David heard the prophet's story about a rich
          man and a poor man, David became very angry      

                                    with (a) the rich man. (b) the poor man. (c) the       
                                    prophet.

III.  Thought Questions (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)

1.   In what way are we all like David?
2.   Why is God so patient with us?
3.   What will happen if we ignore God's kindness and refuse to
      change?
4.   What did you learn in this lesson that is especially meaningful to

you?
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 AB 1                       QUESTIONS ON LESSON THREE    
 
I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and     
around "F" if it is false.)

1.   T    F    The Bible indicates that baptism is really not important.
2.   T    F    According to the Bible, John baptized Jesus by pouring    

      water on his head from a sea shell.
3.   T    F   Being born of water and the Spirit is like starting life

     again.
4.   T    F   Philip baptized the Ethiopian official by pouring water

out of a jug.
5.   T    F   Baptism is a symbol of the death, burial, and

resurrection of Jesus Christ.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to 
      show which choice is correct.)

1.  _______   When Jesus asked John to baptize him, John said,          
                           (a) "You snake.  Who warned you to flee from the
                             wrath of God?" (b) "I should be baptized by you."

         (c) "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man."
2.  _______   Jesus was baptized in order to please (a) God.

         (b) John. (c) himself.
3.  _______   John baptized people at Aenon because (a) that              

                             was his home. (b) Jacob's well was there. (c) there
                             was plenty of water there.

4.  _______   The Greek verb "baptizo" (baptize) means (a) to
         sprinkle. (b) to pour. (c) to immerse.

5.  _______   (a) Philip, (b) The Ethiopian official, (c) The                 
                             chariot driver, said, "Look!  Here is water!"

III.  Thought Questions (Please write your thoughts down and share       
  them with your teacher.)

1.   How do we know that baptism is important?
2.   What does baptism symbolize?
3.   What have you learned in this lesson that is especially 
      meaningful to you?
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                          QUESTIONS ON LESSON FOUR                      AB 1

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and        
    around "F" if it is false.)

1.   T    F    The writings of second-century church leaders have          
                      no value to us.

2.   T    F  False prophets often look like gentle sheep rather             
than wolves.

3.   T    F Paul predicted that there would be a falling away             
from God and truth.

4.   T    F   A statement in the Didache proves beyond any doubt
     that pouring was substituted for immersion in the 
     second century.

5.   T    F Immersion was the only form of baptism in New
     Testament times.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to
show which choice is correct.)
1.  _______    (a) Immersion, (b) Sprinkling, (c) Pouring, was            

                              the standard form of baptism for hundreds of years.
2.  _______    The first example of sprinkling was that of                    

                             Novation about A.D. (a) 33. (b) 100.  (c) 251.
3.  _______   The first official statement favoring the pouring of

          water on the head in cases of necessity was
          reportedly made by Pope Stephen II (III) in A.D.
          (a) 60. (b) 115. (c) 753.

4.  _______   In A.D. (a) 33, (b) 85, (c) 1311, a council in 
          Ravenna, Italy declared that sprinkling and 
          immersion are equally good.

5.  _______    Paul warned that false teachers would arise from          
                             the (a) elders of the church. (b) pagan                            
                             philosophers. (c) Roman politicians.
     
III.  Thought Questions (Please write your thoughts down and share       
 them with your teacher.)

1. What do we learn from early church leaders about the form          
of baptism?

2. Why didn't someone object to the changes that took place            
during the first 1,300 years of church history?

3. What did you learn in this lesson that was especially                     
meaningful to you?
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  AB 1                      QUESTIONS ON LESSON FIVE    

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and        
    around "F" if it is false.)

1.   T    F    Peter said that a believer is forgiven before baptism.
2.   T    F    At the time of our baptism, our old sinful self dies and is 

buried with Christ
3.   T    F    When we are baptized, our sins are cut off and

      discarded.
4.   T    F    Christian leaders in the early church all declared that

      baptism is for the forgiveness of sins.
5.   T    F    Saul was forgiven of his sins the moment he            

      repented.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to
      show which choice is correct.)

1.  _______ When we are first introduced to Saul, he is 
          (a) a follower of Christ. (b) a friend of Christ. 
          (c) an enemy of Christ.

2.  _______    Saul's sins were forgiven when he (a) first                     
                              believed in Christ. (b) changed his heart and life.         
                              (c) was baptized into Christ.

3.  _______    When we are baptized, we are freed from 
                              (a) temptation. (b) trouble. (c) the control of sin.

4.  _______  For hundreds of years, church leaders linked 
          baptism with (a) speaking in tongues. (b) the gift          

of prophecy. (c) the forgiveness of sins.
5.  _______    When we are properly baptized, we trust in 

                            (a) the water, (b) our works, (c) Jesus Christ, to            
save us.

III.  Thought Questions (Please write your thoughts down and share       
  them with your teacher.)

1.   Why can't we depend on our religious leaders to tell us the           
             truth about baptism?

2.   In what way is baptism a spiritual circumcision?
3.   What have you learned in this lesson that is especially
      meaningful to you?
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                            QUESTIONS ON LESSON SIX                         AB 1

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the question is true and          
  around "F" if it is false.)

1.   T    F    According to the Bible, teaching always comes                 
                          before  baptism.

2.   T    F    In the Bible, baptism always comes before faith.
3.   T    F    In New Testament times, only people who were old

      enough to change their hearts and lives were                    
considered old enough to be baptized.

4.   T    F    There is evidence that babies were baptized in the
      households of Cornelius, Lydia, Crispus, and the
      Philippian jailer.

5.   T    F    The writings of church leaders in the early second
      century suggest that baptism was for believers who had

changed their heart and life.

II.  Multiple Choice  (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below    
      to show which choice is correct.)

1.  _______    The faith that leads to baptism is a faith that 
                              (a) punishes the body. (b) demands salvation,               
                             (c)  virtually leaps into the arms of Jesus.

2.  _______    Repentance means (a) tolerating sin. 
                              (b) hating sinners. (c) changing our heart and life.

3.  _______ When the Pharisees and Sadducees came to John          
for baptism, he refused to baptize them until they

         (a) paid him money. (b) confessed their sins.
         (c) demonstrated that they had repented. 

4.  _______ Repentance is being so sorry for sin that you
         (a) confess your sins to a priest. (b) pay money
         to the church. (c) decide to quit sinning.

5.  _______ Honesty forces us to conclude that there are (a) no,
         (b) few, (c) many, cases of infant baptism in the
         Bible.

III.  Thought Questions (Please write your thoughts down and share       
 them with your teacher.)

1.  Why do so many people believe in infant baptism today?
2.  In view of the scriptures, are these reasons valid?
3.  What are some reasons for not believing in infant baptism?
4.  What did you learn in this lesson that is meaningful to you?
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 AB 1                   QUESTIONS ON LESSON SEVEN    

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and       
around "F" if it is false.)

1.   T    F   Jesus taught that little children are stained with sin.
2.   T    F   Paul said that he was spiritually dead from the                   

                      moment of his birth.
3.   T    F   Church leaders in the first and second centuries

     believed that little children are pure and innocent.
4.   T    F   Origen gave convincing evidence that infant baptism

     had been authorized by the apostles.
5.   T    F   The doctrine of Original Sin was not fully developed 

     until the time of Augustine in the fifth century.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to
      show which choice is correct.)

1.  _______    Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven belongs to
          people who are like (a) Abraham. (b) Moses. 
          (c) little children.

2.  _______    The apostle Paul said that he was spiritually 
          (a) alive, (b) dead, (c) sick, as a little child.

3.  _______    (a) Tertullian, (b) Origen, (c) Cyprian, was                    
                              opposed  to infant baptism.

4.  _______    (a) Tertullian, (b) Origen, (c) Cyprian, was  the             
                             first church leader to develop a theological basis           
                             for infant baptism.

5.  _______    In A.D. 418, the Council of Carthage (a)  ignored,
          (b) praised, (c) condemned, anyone who denied            

that newborn babies could be baptized.

III.  Thought Questions (Please write your thoughts down and share       
       them with your teacher.)

1.   If infant baptism was neither commanded by Jesus nor                  
practiced by the early church, how did it get started?

2.   Why did some Christian parents in the third century baptize         
 their dying babies?
3.   What have you learned in this lesson that is especially
      meaningful to you?
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                         QUESTIONS ON LESSON EIGHT                  AB 1

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and        
    around "F" if it is false.)

1.   T    F    A person with strong will-power can live the                     
                         Christian life without God's help.

2.   T    F    The Holy Spirit enters into a person at baptism and
      gives that person spiritual strength.

3.   T    F    Christians don't have to be careful about falling into
      sin. 

4.   T    F    God will not allow his children to be tempted more
      than they can bear.

5.   T    F    Life after baptism is a struggle, even with the Spirit's
      help.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to
indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  ________ Paul said, "I do all the bad things I (a) love. 

                               (b) hate. (c) fear."
2.  ________ God saves us from sin through (a) our own efforts.

          (b) the law of Moses. (c) the sacrifice of Christ.
3.  ________ Doing everything our body wants to do results in

          (a) happiness. (b) true life. (c) spiritual death.
4.  ________ Jesus came to give us a life that is (a) stressful, 

(b) without stress, (c) full and good.
5.  ________ According to early church leaders, the water in 

          John 3:5 refers to (a) physical birth. (b) Jesus.
          (c) baptism.

III.  Thought Questions  (Please write down your thoughts on  the
following questions and send them to your teacher.)

1.   Why can't we live the Christian life without God's help?
2.   Have you ever felt a tug-of-war between your body and                

             spirit? Describe your inner struggle.
3.   Is any temptation too big for you and God to handle?
4.   Do you feel that God has been working on you?  How has            

             God changed your thinking and caused you to grow toward 
      spiritual maturity?
5.   What did you learn in this lesson that is especially                       

meaningful to you?
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  AB 1                        STUDENT RECORD SHEET                         

(Please return this sheet along with the answers to all eight lessons of
The New Birth.)

Score

Lesson One   __________                 Lesson Five __________

Lesson Two   __________                 Lesson Six  __________

Lesson Three __________                 Lesson Seven_________

Lesson Four  __________                 Lesson Eight _________

===================================================

                 TEACHER'S MESSAGE TO THE STUDENT

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Students: Please see the Final Message on Page 47.
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FINAL MESSAGE TO  STUDENT     AB 1

Congratulations upon completing Book One of the WEI Advanced
Bible Course.  We hope that you have learned some things in this book
that have brought deeper insights into God's will for you.

Please cut out the Question and Answer Section and mail it to your
teacher.  Your teacher will check your answers, write you a letter, and
send you Book Two.  After you have completed all three books, you will
receive a beautiful Certificate of Completion showing that you have
finished the course.

In this book, we have learned what the Bible teaches about the new
birth.  We have also seen what early church leaders said about baptism
and the vital role it plays in uniting us with Christ.    

If you have not been baptized by immersion for the forgiveness of
your sins, we encourage you to do so without delay.  If you are ready to
obey the Lord, please sign your name to the following statement and
include this sheet with your answers to the questions.  

Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  I want to
change my heart and life.  I am ready to be baptized (immersed in
water) for the forgiveness of my sins.  I want to become a Christian. 
I want to be a child of God. 

Signed____________________________________________________

Your teacher will begin making arrangements for your baptism as
soon as your request is received.  Your teacher will do everything
possible to assist you.

Please help us locate your home by drawing a simple map, showing
where your city or village is located in relation to the nearest major city. 
Indicate how far in kilometers your home is from that major city, and in
what direction.  Also, please draw a simple map of your community
showing the streets, numbers, and major landmarks in relation to your
home.  That will help us find you more easily.  And give us your
telephone number if you have one.

Thank you for being a faithful student of the Word of God.  May
God's richest blessings be upon you as you continue your study in Book
Two of the WEI Advanced Bible Course.  
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