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 Introduction

Welcome to the Easy-to-Read Bible Course.  You are about to
begin a journey through the Word of God.  It could be the most important
journey you ever make.

Our trip through the Bible begins, in Book One, with the creation of
the universe.  First, we are introduced to God, the powerful, intelligent, and
loving Creator.  Then, we get acquainted with the first man and woman and
discover what we were meant to be.  Then, we come face-to-face with the
problem of evil, and we see how sin spoiled everything.  Finally, we learn
how God responded to sin long ago, and how he developed a plan for
mending our broken relationships.

In Book Two, you will watch the plan of God unfold through the
families of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  You will thrill to the story of the
Exodus as God leads the Israelites out of Egypt, the land where they lived
as slaves for hundreds of years.  You will learn about the important
agreement that God made with Moses and the Israelite nation.  Finally, you
will sense excitement when God promised to send Someone to defeat the
forces of evil and to rule over the kingdom of God forever.

In Book Three, you will be amazed as God's plans come together
and his promises are fulfilled one by one.  We sincerely hope you enjoy
your study.

This is the 2018 edition.
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 INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS
1.  The Easy-to-Read Bible Course has been written by Richard N.

Ady and copyrighted (© 2018) by World English Institute; 1525 NW
Division Street; Gresham, Oregon 97030, U.S.A.

2.  All quotations have been taken from the Easy-to-Read Version
of the Bible and are used by permission.  Scripture references are given at
the end of each lesson.  

3.  After studying each lesson, turn to the back of the book and
answer the questions on that lesson.  

4.  Follow this procedure through all seven lessons.  If you are a
correspondence student, cut out the Question and Answer Section and send
it to your teacher. Please do not send the lesson book.  It is yours to keep. 

5. Your teacher will grade your answers to Book One and return
them to you as soon as possible along with Book Two of the Easy-to-Read
Bible Course.  

6.  After you have finished all three books, you will receive an
attractive Certificate of Completion.

7.  If you have friends or relatives (fifteen years of age or older),
who would like to take this Bible course, please write their names and
addresses on a piece of paper and send them to your teacher when you mail
the answers to the questions in this book.

8.  May God's richest blessings be upon you as you begin your
journey through the Bible.
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 Lesson One 

God Creates the Universe

This beautiful earth on which we live is very old.  It is so old that
nobody knows when it came into being.  Long before there was an earth,
however, there was the living God.  He has always existed.

At the beginning of time, the living God spoke, and the universe
appeared.  Think of it!  God made the earth, the sun, the moon, the stars,
and the planets out of nothing--simply by giving  a command.

At first, the earth was completely empty.  It had no tall mountains
or rushing rivers, no green valleys with red and yellow flowers, no blue
skies and rainbows.  It had no white clouds or deep blue seas. The earth was
without form and was covered by total darkness.  There was no life at all.

The First Day–Light
Darkness covered the ocean, and God's Spirit moved over the water. 

Then God said, "Let there be light!"  And light began to shine.  He saw the
light, and he knew that it was good.  Then he separated the light from the
darkness.  God named the light "day," and he named the darkness "night." 

The Second Day–Sky
Then God said, "Let there be space to separate the water into two

parts!"  So God made the space and separated the water.  As God spoke,
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some of the mist rose up into the air and became clouds.  Some of it fell to
the earth as water.  Some of the water was above the space, and some of the
water was below the space.  God named that space "sky." 

The Third Day–Dry Land and Plants
Then God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered together

so the dry land will appear."   And it happened.  When God spoke,
mountains rose up out of the water, and the water ran together and filled the
deep places.  God named the dry land "earth."  And God named the water
that was gathered together "seas."  And God saw that this was good.

Then God said, "Let the earth grow grass, plants that make grain,
and fruit trees.  The fruit trees will make fruit with seeds in it.  And each
plant will make its own kind of seed."  And it happened.  Plants came up all
over the earth.  Fruit trees, shade trees, berry bushes, and green grass
covered the ground.  Every plant had its own kind of seeds so that it could
reproduce itself.  The land was green with vegetation, and God saw that it
was good. 

The Fourth Day--Sun, Moon, and Stars
Then God said, "Let there be lights in the sky.  These lights will

separate the days from the nights.  They will be used for signs to show when
special meetings begin, and to show the days and years."  And it happened. 

So God made the two large lights appear.  He made the sun to rule
during the day and the moon to rule during the night.  God also made the
stars appear.  God put these lights in the sky to shine on the earth.  They
separated the light from the darkness, and God saw that this was good. 

The Fifth Day--Fish and Birds
On the morning of the fifth day, the sun rose in the east and warmed

the green grass and bright flowers, but no fish swam in the waters.  No birds
sang in the trees.

Then God said, "Let the water be filled with many living things, and
let there be birds to fly in the air over the earth."  So God created the large
sea animals such as whales.  He created all the many living things in the sea,
lakes, and rivers.  He also created every kind of bird that flies in the air.   He
created birds that lived near the water, such as ducks and geese, and birds
that lived in the wilderness, such as hawks and eagles.  Birds screeched,
chirped, and sang their songs.  The hills and lakes were alive with living
things, and God saw this was good.  
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The Sixth Day--Land Animals and People
Then God said, "Let there be many different kinds of animals.  Let

there be large animals and small crawling animals of every kind.  And let
all these animals produce more animals."  And all these things happened. 

So God made every kind of animal.  He made the wild animals such
as lions, tigers, and bears to live in the forest.  He also made tame animals
such as horses, cows, and sheep.  God made small animals that crawled on
the earth, and insects that flew through the air with buzzing sounds.  There
were animals running and crawling all over God's beautiful world, and God
saw this was good.  

God's greatest creation was yet to come.  After he had finished
creating the animals, God said, "Now let's make humans who will be like us. 
They will rule over all the fish in the sea and the birds in the air.  They will
rule over all the large animals and all the little things that crawl on the
earth."  

In Lesson Two, we will see that God created the first man by
forming his body out of the dust of the earth and breathing into his nose the
breath of life.

So God created humans in his own likeness.  He created them to be
like himself.  He created them male and female.  God blessed them and said
to them, "Have many children.  Fill the earth, and take control of it.  Rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds of the air.  Rule over every living thing
that moves on the earth."   
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 God looked at everything he had made, and God saw that
everything was very good.
  
The Seventh Day--Rest

So the earth, the sky, and everything in them were finished.  God
finished the work he was doing, so on the seventh day, he rested from his
work.

In the beginning, God created the universe.  God spoke, and there
was light.  God spoke, and there was  air, and there was water.  God spoke,
and there was dry land covered with plants.  God spoke, and the sun, moon,
and stars appeared.  God spoke, and there were fish in the waters and birds
in the air.  God spoke, and the earth was filled with animals.  Then God
carefully formed a man out of the dust of the earth.  Finally, he made a
woman.  Then, he rested.

This is the story about the creation of the sky and the earth.  When
we read this Bible story, we begin to learn about the God who created
everything.

Who is God?
What do we learn about God from this story?  We see several

important things:
1.  God is eternal.  He had no beginning; he has always been alive. 

He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  With him there is no past and
no future.  God sees our past and future as clearly as he sees our present. 
God is eternal.

2.  God is powerful.  All the energy in our universe comes from
God.  Every star is a giant ball of fire burning itself out.  Our sun is covered
with fiery explosions.  Some of the flames from these explosions leap
upward 160,000 kilometers (100,000 miles). 

What is the source of such powerful energy?  The energy of the
universe did not generate itself.  It came from an all-powerful God. 

3.  God is intelligent.  The more deeply we look into the mysteries
of nature, the more evidence we find of intelligent planning.  Who designed
the human brain?  The inner ear?  The heart?  Who drew the plans for the
hand, the eye, the nose, the lungs, the stomach, and the reproductive
system?  

These things could not have happened by accident any more than
this book that you are reading could accidentally fall together.  Every 
scientific discovery gives more evidence that a superior intelligence
produced the world we live in.  That intelligence is God.
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4.  God is personal.  In this story of creation, God thinks.  God
moves.  God plans.  God speaks.  God acts.  God produces more beauty than
any human artist.  When we look at the colors in spring flowers, tropical
fish, sunsets, and rainbows, we see the handiwork of God.  In summary,
God has all the qualities of personality. 

5.  God is the source of life.  Some people say that life on earth has
evolved spontaneously.  That is, life suddenly appeared millions of years
ago without the help of God.  According to this theory, nature somehow
produced a living cell, and from that cell, life has developed into higher and
higher forms.  This idea is known as "the theory of evolution."

Many scientists have said "No" to this form of the theory of
evolution because it lacks solid evidence to support it.  They have carefully
examined the fossil records (the bones, shells, and prints left by things that
lived and died long ago), and the fossil records contain little or no evidence
to support the theory of evolution.  Instead, the fossil records show that dogs
have always been dogs, monkeys have always been monkeys, and people
have always been people.  The various forms of life appeared on earth
suddenly and fully developed, just as the Bible says. 

Scientists have also discovered that fire burns out, heat cools,
energy is used up, everything decays, and life moves toward death.  This
discovery (known as the “second law of thermodynamics”) argues against
the theory of evolution.  According to this law, life moves toward death, not
toward higher forms of life.  Life does not develop on its own power.  It is
easier to believe that God is the source of life than to believe that life
created itself.  

6.  God owns the world.  According to the Bible, the earth belongs
to the Lord because he created it and continues to work in it.  He stretched
out the skies like a curtain.  He built the earth and covered it with water like
a blanket.  God causes water to flow from springs.  Streams flow through
the valleys giving us water to drink.  God sends rain upon the earth and
makes the plants grow.  He owns all the animals in the forest and the cattle
on a thousand  hills.  Everything in heaven and on earth belongs to God. 
The world and all its people are his.

Since we belong to God, we must answer to him.  God has the right
to instruct us, and it is only right that we should obey his commands.  He is
the Lord of heaven and earth.

Scripture References:  Genesis 1, 2;  Psalms 24:1; 50:10-11; 89:11; 104;
Isaiah 40; Mark 10:6; Ephesians 3:9; Hebrews 11:3.
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Lesson Two

What Is Man?

When God finished creating the animals, he said, "Now we will
make man.  We will make man a copy of ourselves.  Man will be like us." 
So God made a man.  The man was a spiritual being like God.  But unlike
God, the man had a physical body.

God did not create the man by giving a command.  Instead, he took
some dust from the ground and shaped it into a body that had arms, legs,
hands, feet, and a heart.  This body had a head with eyes, ears, a nose, a
mouth, and a brain.  Somehow, God molded red clay into  a perfect human
body.  Then God breathed life into the man's nose and he became a living
being.  The man stood up before God, straight and tall.  God called the man
"Adam," meaning "earth," or "red clay."

The Garden of Eden
Then the Lord God planted a garden in a place called Eden.  The

word "Eden" means "Pleasantness."  The garden of Eden stretched
hundreds of kilometers in every direction.  It had green grass, colorful
flowers, shade trees, and every fruit tree that was good for food.  A river
flowed through the garden and watered the grass, trees, and flowers.  

Two Special Trees
In the middle of the garden, the Lord God put two special trees. 

One was "the tree of life"; the other was "the tree that gives knowledge
about good and evil."  No one knows exactly what these trees looked like. 
We only know they were very beautiful.  The garden of Eden was like
heaven on earth.  Some people have called it "Paradise."  Surely it was the
kind of place where any man could be happy.

The Lord God gave Adam a job.  God put the man in the garden of
Eden to work the soil,  to take care of the garden, and to gather its fruits.  

A Command and a Warning
God said to Adam, "You may eat from any tree in the garden, but

you must not eat from the tree that gives knowledge about good and evil. 
If you eat fruit from that tree, you will die."
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Adam Names the Animals
Then the Lord God gave Adam another job.  God brought every

animal of the field and every bird of the air to Adam and told Adam to give
each one a name.  Adam was not afraid of the animals and they were not
afraid of him.  Adam must have studied the birds and animals carefully. 
One by one they came to him.  Adam gave names to all the tame animals,
to all the birds of the air, and to all the wild animals in the forest. 

Adam Is Lonely
Even though Adam was surrounded by animals and other beautiful

things in the garden, he was lonely.  No animal in the garden could talk to
him.  Adam noticed that all the birds and animals had mates.  There were
male ducks and female ducks, and there were male and female elephants. 
Every animal had its mate, but Adam had no one to be his companion.  He
was all alone.  He could not find a helper that was right for him.

The First Woman
The Lord God said, "I see that it is not good for the man to be

alone.  I will make a person like him to help him."  
So the Lord God put Adam to sleep and took a rib from his body. 

Then, he used the rib from the man to make a woman.  After Adam awoke,
the Lord God brought the woman to him to be his wife.
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When Adam opened his eyes and looked at the woman that God had
brought to him, he said, "Finally!  A person like me.  Her bones are my
bones.  Her body is from my body.  She was taken out of man, so I will name
her Woman."  The woman was called "Eve," meaning "life."  Eve became
the mother of every human being on earth who lived after her. 

The Two Become One
Thus God made Adam and Eve in his own likeness.  God made

them as a copy of himself.  God made them male and female and gave them
a blessing.  God said to them, "Have many children.  Fill the earth and take
control of it."  

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his
wife.  In this way, two people become one.   The man and his wife were
naked, but they were not ashamed.   

Fellowship With God
For a time (no one knows how long), Adam and Eve lived and

worked together just as God intended.  They took care of the animals,
cultivated the garden, and picked the fruits and berries.  They also walked
and talked with God as good friends talk to each other.  
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What Is Man?
The Bible tells us about the beginning of human history and shows

us what human beings were meant to be.  What have we learned from this
lesson about ourselves and other people?   What have we discovered about
human nature? 

1.  A human being is more than an animal.  We may act like
animals, snarling and snapping at one another and living for pleasure, but
that is not what we were meant to be.  We were created to live a better way. 

It is clear in this story that the human being was God's greatest
creation and that God had something special in mind for humans.  When
God created light, water, space, dry land, plants, and the sun, moon, and
stars, he simply gave a command and they came into being.  When he
created a human being, however, God became personally involved.  With
great care he formed a human body out of the dust of the earth and breathed
into the man's nose the breath of life.  The man became a living being–a
being similar to God.  God commanded the human beings to rule over the
animals and to take care of them.   We should not worship the animals that
God created.  We should worship only God.

2.  A human being is like God mentally.  We are much less
intelligent than God but more intelligent than animals.  A human being can
learn to speak a language, write letters, keep records, draw pictures, read
books, solve mathematical problems, reason, and plan ahead.  Human
beings have invented the automobile, the airplane, the computer, and
rockets that have put people on the moon.  

The porpoise and killer whale (orca) have large brains and are quite
intelligent, but they are not as intelligent as most human beings.  They do
not capture and tame people.  They do not train men and women to jump
through hoops and swim for the entertainment of other whales and
porpoises.  God gave human beings intelligence similar to his own and has
made us responsible for ruling over all the animals of the earth.

3.  A human being is like God in loving others.  God is love, and
God has given human beings a loving nature like his own.  To be happy we
must love and be loved.  Without love, life is not worth living.   

Adam was unfulfilled in the garden of Eden until God gave him a
mate.  Eve was God's answer to Adam's need for companionship.  The first
couple entered an honorable love relationship that was so strong and so
satisfying that they were not like two individuals.  They became as one. 
Love was like a rope that bound Adam and Eve together in perfect unity.

It is reasonable to believe that God created human beings in his own
likeness because he wanted to love someone, and because he wanted
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someone to love and honor him in return.  It makes God sad when we turn
away from him and refuse to return his love.  People, like God, want to be
loved and honored.

4.  A human being deserves honor and respect.  God has created
human beings in his own likeness.  Because God is honorable, human
beings are also worthy of honor and respect.  God loves and values
everyone.  He loves and values you.  He also loves and values others. 
Therefore, we must not insult, curse, injure, or dishonor any human being. 
Everyone of every race is worthy of honor and respect.

5.  A human being is capable of knowing God.  Of all God's
creatures, only the human being seeks after the Creator in order to know
him.  No animal yearns to walk and talk with God or to worship him.  Adam
and Eve talked with God as naturally as they talked with each other.  What
animal has ever bowed down before God in prayer or tried to communicate
with him?  Unlike animals, human beings have the ability to know God and
to have a close relationship with him.

Looking Ahead
Our need to know God and to have a close relationship with him is

the central message of the Bible.  As we continue our study, we will see
how the love relationship between God and mankind was broken, and how
God developed a plan to bring us back to him. 

The good news is that even when we fail to be the kind of people
we were meant to be, God is eager to forgive us and to lift us up again.  We
are loved.  We are valued. 

Scripture References:  Genesis 1-2; Psalm 8; Luke 24:39; John 4:24;
Colossians 3:12-14; Hebrews 2:6-9.   
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Lesson Three

The First Sin

Adam and Eve were very happy in their garden home as long as
they followed God's instructions.  They loved each other, and they enjoyed
a close friendship with God.  

God often came to the garden to visit Adam and Eve.   The invisible
God somehow walked and talked with Adam and Eve as we might stroll
through the park with a friend.

Then, one day, a terrible thing happened.  Eve was in the middle of
the garden when a snake spoke to her.  Can you imagine her surprise?  The
snake spoke to her in human language.  Actually, the snake had no special
power of its own.  Satan, the prince of demons and the enemy of God, was
speaking through the snake.  Satan wanted to turn the woman against God. 

Satan Tells a Lie
Satan said, "Woman, did God really tell you that you must not eat

from any tree in the garden?"
The woman answered Satan, "No, we can eat fruit from the trees in

the garden.  But there is one tree we must not eat from.  God told us, 'You
must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden.  You must
not even touch that tree or you will die.'"

Satan said to the woman, "You will not die.  God knows that if you
eat the fruit from that tree, you will learn about good and evil, and then you
will be like God!"  Eve believed Satan's lie. 

Adam and Eve Disobey God
The woman saw that the tree was beautiful and that the fruit was

good to eat, and she desired the fruit because it would make her wise.  So
the woman took some of the fruit from the tree and ate it.  Her husband was
there with her, so she gave him some of the fruit, and he ate it.

As soon as Adam and Eve swallowed the fruit, they changed.  It
was as if their eyes were opened and they saw things differently.  They had 
a new sense of shame.  They realized that they had no clothes on, and they
were embarrassed.  For the first time they were ashamed of being naked, so
they sewed fig leaves together and wore the fig leaves for clothes.  

16



Adam and Eve Hide from God
During the cool part of the day, God came to visit Adam and Eve

in the garden.  When Adam and Eve heard God's footsteps, they hid among
the trees in the garden.  They felt guilty and ashamed.  They did not want
to see God, so they tried to hide.  But the Lord God called to the man and
said, "Where are you?"

Adam said, "I heard you walking in the garden, and I was afraid. 
I was naked, so I hid."

God said to the man, "Who told you that you were naked?  Did you
eat fruit from that special tree?  I told you not to eat from that tree!"

Instead of admitting that he had done something wrong, Adam
blamed his wife.  He said to God, "The woman you put here with me gave
me fruit from that tree.  So I ate it."  

Then the Lord God turned to the woman and said, "What have you
done?"

Instead of admitting that she had done something bad, the woman
blamed the snake.  She said, "The snake tricked me, so I ate the fruit."
     
Sin Leads to Suffering and Death

The Lord God said to the snake, "You have done a very bad thing;
so bad things will happen to you.  It will be worse for you than for any other
animal.  You must crawl on your stomach and eat dust all the days of your
life.  I will make you and the woman enemies to each other.  Your children
and her children will be enemies.  You will bite her child's foot; but he will
crush your head."  

God said to the woman, "I will cause you to have much trouble
when you get pregnant.  And when you give birth to children, you will have
much pain.  You will want your husband very much, but he will rule over
you."

Then God said to the man, "I commanded you not to eat from that
special tree, but you listened to your wife, and you ate from that tree.  So I
will put a curse on the ground because of you.  You will have to work very
hard all the days of your life for the food that the ground gives.  The ground
will grow thorns and weeds for you.  And you will have to eat the plants that
grow wild in the fields.  You will work hard for your food, until your face is
covered with sweat.  You will work hard until the day you die, and then you
will become dust again.  I used dust to make you, and when you die, you will
become dust again."

Sin is disobeying and dishonoring God, the Creator.  Sin leads to
suffering and death.  Death came into the world because of sin.
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Adam and Eve Are Forced to Leave the Garden
The Lord God forced Adam and Eve to leave the garden of Eden,

and God put angels at the entrance of the garden to keep the man and his
wife from returning.  God also put a sword of fire there.  This sword flashed
around and around blocking the way to the tree of life. 

Adam and Eve were very sad.  Adam had to go out and work the
ground.  Weeds came up and ruined the plants he was growing for food.
Thorns sprang up everywhere.  In order to grow enough food to eat, Adam
had to pull and cut weeds.

Worst of all, the friendship between Adam and Eve and God had
been ruined.  God no longer came to walk and talk with them as he had in
the garden.  Their sin had separated them from God.  Since God is the
source of life, separation from God leads to death.  Adam and Eve died
spiritually the moment they disobeyed God, and on that day they also began
to die physically. 
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What Do We Learn from this Story?
In this lesson, we learn several important things about Satan,

temptation, and sin.

1.  Satan is cunning.  The word "Satan" means "adversary,"
"opponent," or "enemy."  According to the Bible, Satan was once an angel
who served God in the courts of heaven.  Then, filled with pride, he misused
the freedom that God had given him and led other angels in a rebellion
against their Creator.  Satan thus became the enemy of God.  

Satan is very clever.  He is more intelligent than any human being. 
With his lies, Satan convinced Eve that the forbidden fruit was harmless and
that God had lied in order to keep her ignorant.  Satan tempted Eve by
showing her something beautiful.  Then he tempted her by offering her
something delicious.  Finally, he appealed to her pride by promising her
wisdom.  Perhaps it was the snake's intelligence that convinced Eve that the
tree would make her wise like God.  After all, no other snake in the garden
could talk like a human being.

Satan is still tempting people today through the desires of the body,
the longing for beautiful things, and the desire to be important and powerful.

2.  Satan is the source of evil.  Elsewhere in the Bible, Satan is called
"the evil one."   Satan is totally selfish and heartless.  He would gladly kill
a thousand people in order to get his own way.  He uses people like puppets
to accomplish his evil purposes.  

In this Bible story, Satan pretends to be Eve's friend while, in reality,
he is her worst enemy.  He promises freedom, then makes Eve his slave. 
While promising to lift her up, he pulls her down.  In her effort to be wise,
Eve made a foolish mistake.

The devil is still playing tricks on people today.  He promises life but
brings death.  He has been called "a murderer from the beginning" and "the
father of lies."

In the garden of Eden, Satan spoke to Eve through a snake.  Today,
he speaks to us in our thoughts, whispering, "Go ahead and enjoy yourself. 
If it feels good, do it.  If you see something you want, take it.  If cheating
helps you get what you want, cheat.  If  lying helps you get rich, go ahead
and lie.  If people get in your way, run over them."  In a thousand clever
ways Satan lures us into evil.  He offers us pleasure, freedom, and life but
produces misery, bondage, and death.

3.  Satan is not equal with God.  Although Satan is a powerful force
for evil in the world, he is not equal with God.  He is a created being, and he 
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acts within the limits that God has established.  In his wisdom, God has put
boundaries around Satan.  In the end, God will bring Satan to defeat.

4.  Sin separates us from God.  Hebrew and Greek words for "sin"
mean "missing the target," "taking the wrong road," or "getting off course." 
God knows that we cannot direct our own lives without getting into trouble,
so he has given us directions which lead to life and happiness.  These
directions serve as a standard or rule.  According to the Bible, there is only
one way that leads to life and happiness, and that is God's way.  When we
reject God's rule and disobey God's commands, we miss the target, take the
wrong road, and get off course.  As a result, we become separated from God.

God is totally good.  God is completely honest and cannot tell a lie. 
When he makes a promise, he keeps it.  He is honorable and pure.  There is
no evil in him.  That is why sin separates us from God. 

5.  God develops a plan to save us from evil.  When sin entered the
world, it separated people from God.  Sin ruined the peaceful relationship
between God and his people.  Then, God set in motion a plan that would
remove the guilt of sin and restore peace between himself and humanity.    
 God said to Satan, "You will bite his foot; but he will crush your
head."  

Here, God promises that someone will come to defeat Satan. 
Someday, a descendant of Eve will crush Satan's head.  Someday, Satan will
be defeated.  Someone, while suffering pain, will destroy Satan's power over
God's people.     

We will watch God’s plan unfold as we continue our Bible study.  

Scripture References:  Genesis 2-3; Job 1:6; Matthew 13:38; 25:41; Luke
4:6; 10:18; John 1:12; 2:6; 8:44; 12:31; 16:11; Romans 5:1-2, 6-11; I
Corinthians 10:13; II Corinthians 5:17-21; Hebrews 2:10-15; I Peter 5:8;
I John 2:15-17; 3:8; Jude 6-7; Revelation 12:9; 20:2,7.
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Lesson Four

Cain and Abel

Outside the garden of Eden, life was difficult for Adam and Eve. 
Adam had to work hard to grow enough food for them to eat.  Thorns pricked
his hands and feet, and weeds grew up everywhere.  Eve also suffered pain
and sorrow.  Their home was not as happy and peaceful as it had been in the
garden.

To make matters worse, Adam and Eve did not have the same
friendly relationship with God that they had enjoyed in the garden of Eden. 
Their sin had separated them from God.  

The Birth of Cain and Abel
Adam and his wife Eve had sexual relations, and Eve gave birth to

a baby boy.  The baby was named Cain, meaning "to make."  Eve said, "With
the Lord's help, I have made a human being."

Eve felt good about being a mother.  Even though she had suffered
pain in giving birth to her child, her pain was followed by happiness.  

Later, Eve gave birth to another baby boy.  This boy was named
Abel.  When Abel grew up, he became a keeper of sheep.  Cain became a
farmer like his father and grew grains, fruits, and vegetables.

Cain and Abel Offer Gifts to God
As Cain and Abel were growing up, Adam and Eve taught them

about God.  At harvest time, Cain brought a gift to show honor to God.  He
brought some of the plants that he had grown from the ground.  At the same
time, Abel brought some animals from his flock.  He brought the best parts
of his best sheep.  The Lord accepted Abel's gift, but he did not accept Cain's
offering.

Cain was sad because of this, and he became very angry.

God Warns Cain
The Lord asked Cain, "Why are you angry?  Why does your face look

sad?  You know that if you do what is right, I will accept you.  But if you
don't, sin is ready to attack you.  That sin will want to control you, but you
must control it."

21

Hateful ideas had already come into Cain's mind.  He wanted to hurt
his younger brother.  That is why God warned Cain that he must take control
of his evil thoughts.  Otherwise, his evil thoughts would take control of him.

Cain Kills His Brother
Cain did not listen to God.  Instead of controlling his evil thoughts,

Cain decided to kill his brother.  Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out
to the field."  So they went to the field.  Then Cain attacked his brother Abel
and killed him.
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God Confronts Cain
Later, the Lord said to Cain, "Where is your brother, Abel?" Cain

replied, "I don't know.  Am I my brother's keeper?  Is it my job to watch over
my brother?"  

By saying that he did not know what had happened to Abel, Cain
became a liar as well as a murderer.  Instead of following God, Cain had
followed Satan.  Satan had been a murderer and a liar from the beginning of
human  history.  

The Lord said to Cain, "What have you done?  You killed your
brother, and the ground opened up to take his blood from your hands.  Now,
his blood is shouting to me from the ground.  So you will be cursed from this
ground. Now, when you work the soil, the ground will not help your plants
grow  You will not have a home in this land.  You will wander from place to
place."

Cain Feels Sorry for Himself
When God confronted Cain with his crime, Cain did not say he was

sorry.  He did not promise to change his ways.  He did not ask God to forgive
him.  He only felt sorry for himself.  Cain said, "This punishment is more
than I can bear!  You are forcing me to leave the land, and I will not be able
to be near you or have a home!  Now, I must wander from place to place. and
anyone I meet could kill me."

God Puts a Mark on Cain
Then the Lord said to Cain, "No, if anyone kills you, I will punish

that person much, much more."  Then the Lord put a mark on Cain to show
that no one should kill him.  

Cain went away from the Lord and lived in the land of Nod.

A Warning to Us
This historical account of Cain and Abel teaches us some important

lessons about God, worship, and sin.

1.  If we do not control evil, it will control us.  Evil entered Cain's
life through his thoughts.  Bad thoughts led to evil desires.  Then, evil desires
led to evil deeds.  Finally, Cain yielded to his evil desires rather than to the
Lord.  In this story, one sin led to another.  Cain's jealousy led to anger. 
Anger led to hatred.  Hatred led to trickery and murder.  Murder was
followed by lies as Cain tried to cover up his crime.  Cain's sins cut him off
from God and from people.  His sins left him all alone, filled with self-pity. 
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Cain was the first person in history to kill another human being. 
This murder was especially bad.  This was not a case of two evil men
fighting each other and one evil man killing another.  In this case, a good
man was tricked and killed by his own brother.  How could such a thing
happen?  

It happened because Cain, like his mother Eve, decided to follow
Satan rather than God.  Satan may have whispered to Cain, "You have every
right to be angry.  You deserve as much honor and respect as Abel does, but
God has rejected you.  God is unfair!"  Cain killed his brother because he
was proud, jealous, stubborn, and irresponsible.  As a human being, Cain was
a failure. 

In spite of God's warning, Cain did not try to control evil.  He
allowed evil to control him.  

2.  God will punish those who hurt others.  Evil people often hurt
innocent people.  Good people suffer unfairly.  The story of Cain and  Abel
teaches us that God does not forget such unfairness.  Eventually, God will
judge evil people guilty and will punish them for their crimes. 

Cain killed Abel, and God could not ignore the murder of this
innocent man.  Abel's blood shouted to God from the ground asking God to
make Cain pay for his crimes. 

The blood of Abel is still shouting today.  What does the blood of
Abel say?  It says that everyone is responsible for his or her actions.  Cain
dishonored God and the human race.

3.  It makes a difference how we worship.  God accepted Abel's gift,
but he did not accept Cain's.  Why?  It was not because Abel's gift was more
valuable than Cain's.  Cain's stack of grain, fruit, and vegetables may have
been more valuable than Abel's little lamb.  The difference was not in the
value of the gifts.  The difference was in the attitude of the worshipers hearts.

Later in the Bible we read that "without the shedding of blood, there
is no forgiveness.”  Then we read that “Abel offered a better sacrifice to God
because Abel had faith." We also read that “faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.”   By putting these Bible teachings together, it
seems that God had given Cain and Abel instructions about the kind of
sacrifices he wanted them to offer.  Abel trusted God and obeyed his
commands.  That is why God accepted Abel's gift.

Cain, on the other hand, did not offer his gift by faith.  God said to
Cain, "If you do good things, you will be right with me.  Then I will accept
you."  Cain had done something wrong.  He had disobeyed God.  Cain was 
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more interested in pleasing himself than he was in pleasing God.  That is why
God refused Cain's offering.

Some worship is acceptable to God, and some is not.  God is pleased
when we love him and trust him enough to follow his instructions.  On the
other hand, God is not pleased when we proudly ignore his requests and
worship as we please. 

What is worship?  Worship is drawing near to God with tender, open
hearts offering him love, thanksgiving, and respect.  Worship is honoring,
serving, and obeying God because we trust him as the true and living God. 

We worship God, not because he demands it, but because he
deserves it.   Worship is our response to the power, glory, majesty, goodness,
mercy, and loving-kindness of God.

4.  God gives us a chance to change our hearts and lives.  Cain was
very angry with Abel.  Cain's heart was filled with jealousy and hatred.  God
knew what Cain was thinking, and God gave Cain a chance to change his
heart and mind.

God tried to stop Cain from killing his brother.  In the same way,
God wants to keep us from sinning today.  

Do you have resentment and hatred in your heart?  Are you angry
with someone who has embarrassed you, hurt you, or made you look bad in
front of others?  Would you like to get even by hurting that person?  If so,
listen to the warning that God gave Cain. 

Whenever we get angry with someone, God would say to us, as he
said to Cain, "Why are you angry?  Why does your face look sad?   Sin is
crouching at your door.  You must get control of your anger, or it will get
control of you."

Over and over, God gives us a chance to change our hearts and lives. 
God gives us a chance to follow him in paths of peace and goodness.

Scripture References:  Genesis 4; Matthew 15:8-9, 19; John 8:44; Romans
10:17; Hebrews 9:22; 11:4;  James 1:12-15; I John 3:12. 
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Lesson Five

Noah and the Flood

The number of people living on the earth continued to increase, and
the Lord God saw that the people were very evil.  They thought only about
evil things all the time.  All this evil made the Lord sad in his heart.  He was
sorry he had  made people.

God's Response to Evil
The Lord said, "I will destroy all the people I created on the earth. 

I will destroy every person and every animal and everything that crawls on
the earth.  And I will also destroy the birds in the air."

There was one man on earth, however, who pleased the Lord.  His
name was Noah.  Noah was a good man who always walked with God.  Noah
and his wife had three sons:  Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

When God looked at the earth, he saw that people had ruined it. 
Violence was everywhere, and it had ruined their life on earth. 

God said to Noah, "Everyone has filled the earth with anger and
violence, so I will destroy all living things.  I will remove them from the
earth."

Then God said to Noah, "Build a boat for yourself out of cypress
wood and cover it with tar.  Make the boat 146 meters (450 feet) long,
twenty-three meters (75 feet) wide, and fourteen meters (45 feet) high.  Make
a window for the boat about half a meter (eighteen inches) below the roof. 
Put a door in the side of the boat, and make three floors–a  top deck, a
middle deck, and a lower deck."

Noah Obeys God's Command
Noah trusted God and did the things God commanded.  Noah and his

sons built the big boat according to God's instructions.  While the boat was
being built, Noah preached to the people, warning them that a flood was
coming, and urged them to change their ways.  But, no one listened to him. 
 Finally, the Lord said to Noah, "Gather your family and go into the
boat.  Get seven pairs (seven males and seven females) of every kind of clean
animal.  And get one pair (one male and one female) of every other animal
on earth.  Get seven pairs (seven males and seven females) of all the birds. 
This will allow all the animals to continue living on earth after the other
animals are destroyed.  Seven days from now I will send much rain on the
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earth. It will rain for 40
days and 40 nights, and I
will wipe everything off
the face of the earth. I
will destroy everything I
made."

The Flood Begins
N o a h  d i d

everything the Lord told
him to do.  He and his
family went into the

boat.  All the animals, all the birds, and all the insects that Noah had gathered
went into the boat with Noah.  God closed the door behind them, and seven
days later the flood began.  On the seventeenth day of the second month, all
the springs under the ground split open and water began flowing from the
ground.  That same day, the rains began falling on the earth.  It was like
windows in the sky were opened.  The rain fell for forty days and forty
nights.  The water began rising and lifted the boat off the ground.  The water
continued to rise, and the boat floated on the water, high above the earth. 
The water rose until it was more than six meters (twenty feet) above the
highest mountain.

So the flood destroyed every living thing that was on the earth–every 
person, every animal, everything that crawls, and every bird.  God saved the
lives of Noah, his family, and the animals with them in the boat.

The Flood Ends
The Lord made a wind blow over the earth, and the water began to

disappear.  After 150 days the water was low enough that the boat touched
land and stopped on one of the mountains of Ararat.  This was the
seventeenth day of the seventh month, five months after the flood began. 
The water continued to go down, and by the first day of the tenth month, the
tops of the mountains were above the water.

Forty days later, Noah opened the window he had made in the boat
and sent out a raven.  The raven flew from place to place until the ground
was dry.

Noah also sent out a dove.  Water still covered the earth, so the dove
came back to the boat.  Noah reached out his hand, caught the dove, and
brought it back into the ship. 

After seven days, Noah sent the dove out again.  That afternoon the
dove came back with a fresh olive leaf in its beak.  This was a sign to Noah
that the water had dried up on the earth.  Seven days later, Noah sent the
dove out again, but this time the dove didn't come back.
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God Makes an Agreement with Noah
Two months later, on the twenty-seventh day of the second month

(one year and seventeen days after he had entered the boat), Noah opened the
door of the boat and went out with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives. 
All the animals, everything that crawls, and every bird left the boat. 

Then Noah built an altar and worshiped the Lord.  Noah took some 
of all the clean birds and animals that had been with him in the boat, and he
sacrificed them on the altar as a gift to God.

God blessed Noah and his sons and made an agreement with them. 
God said, "This is my promise to you.  All life on the earth was destroyed by
the flood, but that will never happen again.  I am putting a rainbow in the
clouds as proof of the agreement between me and the earth.  When I see the
rainbow, I will remember the agreement between me and the earth."

After coming out of the boat Noah became a farmer.  Noah and his
family started a new life.  God told Noah and his family to spread out and fill
the earth with people again.   

Mysteries Explained
The biblical account of the flood helps explain several geological

mysteries.  For example, geologists say that the stone trees in America's
Petrified Forest came from mountains 100 kilometers (62 miles) away. 
Somehow, these trees floated 100 kilometers across the desert to their present
location and were covered quickly by several hundred feet of soil.  This put 
such great pressure on the logs that the wood turned to stone.
 In one case, a petrified log extends at an angle through several layers
of soil.  That means that these layers of soil must have been laid down
around the log quickly, as in a flood.  If each layer (stratum) had been laid
down slowly over millions of years, the log would have rotted.  

According to Chinese tradition, Fa-He founded the Chinese
civilization.  Tradition says that a great flood was sent upon the earth because
of humanity’s rebellion against heaven.  Fah-He escaped from the flood in
a boat, along with his wife,  three sons, and three daughters.  

Native Americans, Assyrians, Babylonians, Brazilians, Druids,
Egyptians, Fiji Islanders, Greeks, Greenlanders, Hindus, Indians, Mexicans,
Peruvians, Phrygians, Polynesians, and other ancient cultures have traditions
of a great flood that destroyed all people except one family.    

The Bible is not a science textbook.  It does not solve all the
mysteries of the universe.  Yet, the biblical account of the flood provides
answers for many of the questions that scientists are asking. 

We Are Caught in a Conflict Between Good and Evil
The biblical account of Noah teaches us that we are caught in a

conflict between good and evil.
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1.  The forces of evil are powerful and widespread.  After sin entered
the world through Adam and Eve, it gained control of their son Cain.  From
Cain, it spread throughout the earth.  People were held captive by lust, greed,
violence, and other forms of evil.  The happiness and joy that Adam and Eve
had experienced in the garden of Eden disappeared.  Misery and fear took
their place.  Life on earth was ruined by sin.

The forces of evil are still very powerful in the world today.  Our
prisons are full and running over.  Evil people are abusing members of their
own families.  Wives are beaten by their husbands.  Children are physically,
emotionally, and sexually abused by parents, relatives, or friends.  The minds
of children, young people, and adults are being destroyed by alcohol and
drugs.  People are dying of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. 
People fight each other, steal from each other, and hurt one another in a
variety of ways.  The poor are neglected, and the earth is filled with
violence–in much the same way it was in Noah's time.  Life is  ruined by sin.

2.  The forces of good are also at work in the world.  Noah and his
family obeyed God while people around them gave themselves to evil
lifestyles.  It did not make him popular, but Noah urged his neighbors to turn
from their evil ways.  Noah has been called "a preacher of righteousness." 

Evil people usually get more attention than good people do. 
Newspapers report murders, rapes, and robberies, but they are slow to
mention the good things people do.  Therefore, we forget that there are
people all around us who, like Noah, are trying to be faithful to God. 

3.  God hates evil.  The story of Noah and the flood is a story about
God's response to sin.  God hates sin because sin is rebellion against him, and
because sin hurts the people he loves.  Adultery, child abuse, lying, stealing,
wife beating, and mistreating others can only lead to pain.  Like cancer, sin
produces suffering and death.  God loves everyone and does not want anyone
to be hurt.  

4.  The flood was God's judgment against evil.  Tender-hearted
people have criticized God for turning a deaf ear to the cries of people
drowning in the flood.  We must remember, however, that these evil people
had refused to listen to God or to obey the preaching of Noah.  They had
been warned again and again.  They had been given opportunity after
opportunity to change their hearts and lives, but they had refused to change. 
They were infected by evil.  They were sick with a spiritual disease.  God
sent the flood to punish evil people.  God's plan was not to destroy mankind,
but to save humanity from sin. 

As we continue our study, we will see how God's plan to save
mankind from sin unfolds.

Scripture References:  Genesis 6-9; Matthew 24:36-39; I Peter 3:20-21;  
   II Peter 2:5 (NIV); Titus 2:11-14; 3:5.
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Lesson Six

The Call of Abram

Hundreds of years after the flood, a baby boy was born in Ur of
Babylonia.  This boy was destined to become famous.  His name was Abram,
meaning "honored father."  Abram's father was Terah, and Abram's brothers
were Nahor and Haran.  

When Abram grew up, he married his half-sister, Sarai.  But Sarai
was not able to have children.  It seemed that Abram would not be able to
live up to his name by becoming a father..  

Responding to a call from God, Abram and his family left Ur and
moved 1,000 kilometers (621 miles) northwest, up the Euphrates River. 
They settled at a place which they named "Haran" in honor of Abram's
brother. 

God Calls Abram out of Haran
God was about to take a huge step in developing his plan to save

humanity from sin.  
At the age of seventy-five, Abram received another call from God. 

The Lord said to Abram, "Leave your country and your people.  Leave your
father's family and go to the country that I will show you.  I will build a great
nation from you.  I will bless you and make your name famous.  I will bless
those who bless you, and I will curse those who curse you.  I will use you to
bless all the people on earth."  

God promised Abram that someone was coming who would bless the
world.  That someone would be a descendant of Abram.

Abram obeyed the Lord.  He left Haran and took his wife Sarai, his
nephew Lot, and everything they owned even though he did not know where
he was going.   Abram and his group left Haran and traveled south to the land
of Canaan.  In the land of Canaan, Abram came to the town of Shechem and
stopped at the big trees of Moreh.  There, the Lord appeared to Abram and
said, "I will give this land to your descendants."  So Abram built an altar for
worshiping the Lord there. 

God Promises Abram a Son
Later, Abram moved his tents to the big trees of Mamre outside the

city of Hebron.  There the Lord came to Abram in a vision.  
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God said, "Abram, don't be afraid.  I will defend you and give you a
great reward."  

But Abram said, "Lord God, there is nothing you can give me that
will make me happy, because I have no son.  My slave Eliezer from
Damascus will get everything I own." 

The Lord replied, "That slave will not be the one to get what you
have.  You will have a son who will get everything you own."

Then God led Abram outside.  God said, "Look at the sky.  See the
many stars.  There are so many you can't count them.  In the future, your
family will be like that."

Abram believed God, and because of his faith, the Lord accepted him
as one who has done
what is right.  His faith
m a d e him right with
God..

God Makes An Agreement With Abram
God said to Abram, "I am the Lord who led you from Ur of

Babylonia.  I did this so I could give you this land." But Abram said, "Lord
God, how can I be sure that I will get this land?"
     God said to Abram, "We will make an agreement.  Bring me a
three-year-old cow, a three-year-old goat, a three-year-old ram, a dove, and
a young pigeon."

Abram brought all these things to God.  Abram killed these animals
and cut each of them into two pieces.  Then he laid each half across from the 
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other half.  He did not cut the birds into two pieces.  Later, large birds flew
down to eat the animals, but Abram chased them away.

The sun began to go down, and Abram got very sleepy. While he was
asleep, a very terrible darkness came over him.  Then the Lord said to
Abram, "You should know this:  Your descendants will live in a country that
is not their own.  They will be strangers there.  The people there will make
them slaves and be cruel to them for 400 years.  But then, I will punish the
nation that made them slaves.  Your people will leave that land, and they will
take many good things with them."

After the sun went down, it got very dark.  The dead animals were
still on the ground, each animal cut into two pieces.  Then, a smoking firepot
and a flaming torch passed between the halves of the dead animals.  This
smoke and fire represented the presence of God and was a sign that God had
sealed the agreement he had made with Abram.

Thus, on that day, the Lord made a promise and an agreement with
Abram.  He said, "I will give this land to your descendants.  I will give them
the land between the river of Egypt and the great river Euphrates." 

Sarai Gives Hagar to Abram
Abram and Sarai waited for the son that God had promised, but Sarai

was not able to have a child.  Finally Sarai said to Abram, "The Lord has not
allowed me to have children, so sleep with my slave.  Maybe she can have a
son, and I will accept him as my own."

Abram listened to his wife Sarai.  Sarai gave her Egyptian slave
Hagar to Abram, and Hagar became pregnant by him.  When Hagar realized
that she was pregnant, she became very proud and began to feel that she was
better than Sarai.   Sarai said to Abram, "My slave girl now hates me, and I
blame you for this.  I gave her to you, and she became pregnant.  Then she
began to feel that she is better than I am.  I want the Lord to judge which of
us is right."

Abram could have become upset with Sarai.  He could have said,
"Don't blame me!  Having a child by Hagar was your idea, not mine!"  But
instead, Abram spoke kindly to Sarai.  He said, "She is your slave.  You can
do anything you want to her."

So Sarai was cruel to Hagar, and Hagar ran away.  The Angel of the
Lord found Hagar near a spring of water in the desert.  The angel said,
"Hagar, Sarai's slave girl.  Why are you here?  Where are you going?"

Hagar said, "I am running away from Sarai." 
The angel said to Hagar, "Sarai is your owner.  Go home to her and

obey her."  So the Lord sent Hagar back home where she would receive food,
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clothing, and shelter.  Hagar was amazed that God cared about her.  She said,
"I see that even in this place God sees me and cares for me."

Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar gave birth to a baby
boy, and Abram named his son Ishmael.

Abram's Name is Changed to Abraham
Thirteen years went by.  Abram was ninety-nine years old when the

Lord spoke to him and said, "I am God All-Powerful.  Obey me and live the
right way.  If you do this, I will prepare an agreement between us."

Abram bowed down before the Lord as a sign of submission.
God said to Abram, "This is my part of our agreement:  I will change

your name from Abram to Abraham [meaning, 'father of many’] because I
am making you the father of many nations." 

Then God said to Abraham, "Now, this is your part of the agreement: 
Every male must be circumcised.  You will cut off the skin to show that you
follow the agreement between me and you.  When a baby boy is eight days
old, you will circumcise him.  So every baby boy in your nation will be
circumcised."  (Today, God does not require males to be circumcised.)

Sarai's Name is Changed to Sarah
Then God said to Abraham, "I will also give Sarai, your wife, a new

name.  Her new name will be Sarah [meaning 'Princess’].  I will bless her. 
I will give her a son, and you will be the father.  She will be the mother of
many new nations.  Kings and nations will come from her." 

Again Abraham bowed his face to the ground to show he respected
God, but he laughed and said to himself, "I am 100 years old.  I cannot have
a son, and Sarah is 90 years old.  She cannot have a child."  Abraham said
to God, "I hope Ishmael will live and serve you." 

God replied, "No, I said that your wife Sarah will have a son.  You
will name him Isaac.  I will make my agreement with him." 

After the Lord departed, Abraham gathered the males of his
household together, and they were all circumcised.  Abraham was
ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised.

Points To Remember
God's agreement with Abraham is one of the most important events

of the Bible.  It is a turning point in history.  It marks the beginning of God's
effort to work through Abraham's family to rescue humanity from the forces
of evil. 
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1.  God called Abram out of idolatry.  When God called Abram out
of Ur, the people of Babylonia were worshiping many gods and goddesses. 
There were gods of the sun, moon, stars, fire, wind, water, and other forces
of nature.  The city of Ur was a center of worship for the moon-god Nanna
and his goddess wife Ningal.  The people of Ur made images of their gods
and goddesses to make them seem more real.  Then they worshiped the
images.  In the Bible, such images are called "idols," and worshiping them
is called "idolatry." 

When God called Abram out of Ur, he called him out of idolatry. 
God told Abram to leave his father's family and go to another place.  It was
not easy for Abram to leave his home and his family, or to give up his
family's religion.  But Abram trusted God and obeyed.  Abram left behind
the idolatry of Ur and Haran and took with him the knowledge of the true and
living God.

2.  God accepted Abram's faith.  Abram was a very good man, but
he was not perfect.  He made mistakes.  Abram was a human being with
weaknesses much like ours.   

Abram, however, had faith in God.  When God asked him to leave
his country and his father's family and go to another land, Abram obeyed. 
When God promised that Abram would have a son in his old age, Abram
believed him.  When God saw Abram's faith, he accepted Abram as though
he were a perfect man.

Today, God still opens his arms to those who trust and obey him. 
We all make mistakes.  We all do things that are bad.  We are all sinners who
deserve to be punished.  The good news is that God will forgive our mistakes
and restore our honor if we will trust him and obey his commands.

3.  God cares about everybody–even slaves.  Hagar was only a slave. 
Legally she had no rights and no possessions of her own.  She was Sarai's
property.  

In the eyes of God, however, Hagar was a person with value.  When
Hagar ran away from Sarai, God found her in the desert by a pool of water. 
God was concerned about Hagar and sent her back home where she would
receive the care she needed.  

If God cared for Hagar, the slave, he also cares for us. Every human
being is precious in his sight.   

Scripture References:  Genesis 11:10 to 17:27; 20:12; Joshua 24:2-15;
Acts 7:1-4; Romans 4:16-25; Hebrews 11:8-12.  
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Lesson Seven

God Gives Abraham a Son

Abraham kept on trusting God.  Even when Abraham's body was
almost dead from old age, his faith was alive and strong.  Abraham believed
that God would keep his promises. 

When Abraham was ninety-nine years old, God made an agreement
with him and promised that Sarah would have a son.  Sarah was eighty-nine
years old–far too old to have a baby.  Yet, Abraham believed that God could
fulfill his promise.
     
Sarah Laughs

One day, the Lord came to Abraham and said, "Where is your wife
Sarah?"

Abraham said, "She is there in the tent."
Then the Lord said, "I will come again in the spring.  At that time,

your wife Sarah will have a son."
Sarah was listening in the tent.  When she heard these things, she

laughed and said, "Now I am old, and my husband is old.  I am too old to
have a baby."

The Lord said to Abraham, "Sarah laughed and said she was too old
to have a baby.  But is anything too hard for the Lord?  I will come again in
the spring, just as I said I would, and your wife Sarah will have a son."

Isaac Is Born
The Lord did for Sarah what he had promised.  Sarah became

pregnant and gave birth to a son for Abraham in his old age.  All these things
happened exactly as God said.  Sarah gave birth to a son, and Abraham
named him Isaac, meaning "Laughter."  Abraham did what God commanded
and circumcised Isaac when he was eight days old.

Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born.  Sarah
said, "God has made me happy, and everyone who hears about this will be
happy with me.  No one thought that I, Sarah, would be able to have
Abraham's child.  But I have given Abraham a son even though he is old." 
Sarah was filled with  joy.
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God Tests Abraham's Faith
When Isaac was a young man, God put Abraham's faith to a test. 

God said to him, "Abraham!"
Abraham said, "Yes."
Then God said, "Take your son to the land of Moriah and kill your

son there as a sacrifice for me.  This must be Isaac, your only son, the one
you love.  Use him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains there.  I will
tell you which mountain." 

We can only imagine Abraham's grief.  Abraham could have cried
out, "How can you ask me to do such a thing, Lord?  You promised that I
would be the father of a great nation.  You promised to give this land to my
family.  You promised that you would bless all nations through my
descendants.  You promised that you would make an agreement with Isaac
like the one you made with me.  How could you ask me to kill my son Isaac
and burn him to ashes?" 

But Abraham believed in his heart that God would somehow keep his
promises.

Abraham Obeys
Early in the morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey.  He

took Isaac and two servants with him.  He cut the wood for the sacrifice. 
Then they went to the place where God told them to go.

After they traveled three days, Abraham looked up and in the
distance saw the place to which they were going.  Then he said to his
servants, "Stay here with the donkey.  The boy and I will go to that place and
worship.  Then we will come back to you later."  Abraham believed that he
and Isaac would come back together, no matter what happened on the
mountain.

Abraham took the wood for the sacrifice and put it on his son's
shoulder.  Abraham took the special knife and fire.  Then both he and his son
went together to the place for worship. 

Isaac Asks a Question
On their way up the mountain, Isaac said to his father Abraham,

"Father!"
Abraham answered, "Yes, son."
Isaac said, "I see the wood and the fire, but where is the lamb we will

burn as a sacrifice?"
Abraham answered, "God himself is providing the lamb for the

sacrifice, my son."
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Abraham Prepares to Sacrifice Isaac
So both Abraham and his son went together to the place where God

told them to go.  There, Abraham built an altar and carefully laid the wood
on it.  Then he tied his son Isaac and laid him on the wood. 

We must remember that Abraham was a very old man at this time,
and his son Isaac was young and strong.  Isaac probably could have
overpowered his aged father and escaped if he had tried, but he did not. 
Without a struggle Isaac surrendered to his father's will.

Think of the emotions that Abraham felt as he laid Isaac on the altar
and raised the knife to kill him.  Faith pulled in one direction and love pulled
in another.  Faith said, "Trust God."  Love said, "Untie the boy and let him
go."  Abraham's trust in God won the tug-of-war.  Abraham believed that
God would keep his word–even if it meant raising Isaac from death.
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God Provides a Ram
As Abraham reached for his knife to kill his son, the angel of the

Lord called from heaven and said, "Abraham!  Abraham!" 
Abraham answered, "Yes?"
The angel said, "Don't kill your son or hurt him in any way.  Now I

can see that you respect and obey God.  I see that you are ready to kill your
son, your only son, for me."

Then, Abraham looked and saw a ram whose horns were caught in
a bush.  So Abraham took the ram, killed it, and offered it, instead of his son,
as a sacrifice to God.

With joy and thanksgiving in his heart, Abraham gave that place a
name.  He called it Yahweh Yireh, meaning "the Lord sees," and "the Lord
gives."  The Lord had seen Abraham's faith and had given Isaac back to him. 
It was as if Abraham had received his son Isaac back from death.

God Confirms His Promises to Abraham
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time saying, "You

were ready to kill your only son for me.  Since you did this for me, I will
make you this promise:  I, the Lord, promise that I will truly bless you and
give you as many descendants as the stars in the sky.  There will be as many
people as sand on the seashore.  Every nation on the earth will be blessed
through your descendants.  I will do this because you obeyed me."

Abraham Returns to Beersheba
Abraham and Isaac went back to the servants who were waiting for

them.  Then they traveled back to Beersheba.   

Things To Remember

1.  Abraham's faith is a model. Abraham believed that God would
fulfil his promises no matter how impossible they seemed.  This is the kind
of faith that God wants us to have.

According to the laws of nature, it was impossible for Sarah to have
a baby.  But Abraham believed that God can do anything.  Abraham trusted
God so much that he was willing to kill his own son when God commanded
it.  Abraham still believed that God would bless the whole world through
Isaac–even if Isaac had to be raised from death.   Abraham's faith is amazing. 
Abraham's trust in God is a model for everyone.  Abraham's faith made him
right with God.  We, too, are made right with God when we trust and obey. 

2.  Nothing is too hard for God.  From a doctor's point of view, it
was physically impossible for Sarah to have a child when she was ninety
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years old.  God, however, is not limited by natural law.  He is all powerful. 
God gave Abraham and Sarah a son after their bodies were almost dead.

3.  God provided a ram as a substitute for Isaac.  Offering animals
to God as a gift was nothing new.  Abel had brought the best parts of his best
sheep to God as a gift.  Noah had built an altar and burned birds and animals
on it as a gift to God.  But on Mount Moriah, we come to something new and
different.  A ram is substituted for a man. 

Abraham's faith in God was so strong that he was willing to sacrifice
his own son to the Lord.  But God stopped him from killing Isaac and
provided a ram instead.  One life was put in the place of another.  The life of
the ram was substituted for the life of a human being.  The ram died, and
Isaac lived.

Many years later, someone would come and offer himself to God as
a sacrifice for all mankind.  God would accept his life as a substitute for our
lives.  He would die that we might live.  He would be called "the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world."

In the Old Testament, Abraham offered a ram instead of his son.  In
the New Testament, God offered his Son instead of a lamb.

4.  God wants to rescue us from sin.  When sin entered the world,
God set in motion a plan for saving humanity from the power of evil.  In the
garden of Eden God promised that a descendant of Eve would crush Satan's
head.  Later, God revealed that all families of the earth would be blessed
through a descendant of Abram.  Both of these promises pointed ahead to the
same person.  Someone was coming to defeat Satan and to bless all nations
of the earth.

Scripture References:  Genesis 18 through 22; Deuteronomy 18:10; John 
1:29; II Corinthians 5:18-21; Hebrews 6:13-20; 9:22; 10:4; 11:4, 8-19; 12:24. 
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 B1                       QUESTION AND ANSWER SECTION

Instructions for the Student:
This section of the Easy-to-Read Bible Course contains questions on

each lesson in Book One.  After you have studied a lesson carefully, please
answer the questions on it.  Then go to the next lesson.

Finish all seven lessons.  After answering all the questions in this
book, cut out this entire question section and mail it to your teacher. (Your
teacher's name and address are listed below.)  Do not send the lesson book. 
It is yours to keep.

Your teacher will grade your answers to the questions in Book One
and return them to you as soon as possible, along with Book Two of the
Easy-to-Read Bible Course.  Please print your name and address in the panel
below.

Student's Name and Address:

Name:   ______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City:   _______________________________________________________

State (or Province):  _________________ Postal Code:________________

Country:  _____________________________________________________

Teacher's Name and Address:

Name:    _____________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City:    _______________________________________________________

State:   _____________________________  Zip Code: ________________

Country:  ____________________________________________________
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                            QUESTIONS ON LESSON ONE                              B1

I.  True-False (Please draw a circle around "T" if the statement is   true, and 
    draw a circle around "F" if it is false.)

Example:  T  F  God has always existed.
1.  T  F According to the Bible, the material in the universe has      

always existed.
2.  T  F    When God first made the earth and sky, the earth was

covered with  green grass and vegetation.
3.  T  F The Bible teaches that all life on earth has come from one  

living cell  that developed by itself millions of years ago.
4.  T  F Human beings have created God in their own likeness.
5.  T  F The bones, shells, and prints left by things that lived and

died long ago prove that the theory of evolution is true.    

II.  Multiple Choice  (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to
indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  _____ According to the Bible, God created light (a) before (b)    

when, (c) after, he created the sun, moon, and stars.
2.  _____  God made people as a copy of (a) himself, (b) monkeys,

(c) angels in heaven.
3.  _____  God is (a) young, (b) old, (c) eternal.
4. _____  The Bible teaches that God created man by (a) giving a

command, (b) letting him evolve from a single cell, 
(c) molding him out of dust.

5.  _____  The second law of thermodynamics argues (a) for, (b)
against, (c) neither for nor against, the theory of
evolution.

III.  Thought Questions:  (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)
1. The universe is so big that light, traveling at 300,000 kilometers

(186,000 miles) per second, cannot travel across the universe in a
million years.  What does this say about the power of God, the
Creator of the universe?  Describe your feelings about it.

2. When we study the human body and examine the structure of the
brain, eye, ear, nose, heart, lungs, stomach, and organs, what do
we learn about the intelligence of God?

3. What have you learned in Lesson One that is especially
meaningful to you?  Write several sentences in English.
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B1                         QUESTIONS ON LESSON TWO                     

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true, and
around "F" if the statement is false.)
1.  T  F   God created the first human being by giving a command.
2.  T  F   Adam and Eve had no work to do in the garden of Eden.
3.  T  F   Every human being on earth today is a descendant of Eve.
4.  T  F   We should honor and respect every human being.
5.  T  F   Human beings have the ability to know God and to be on        

       friendly terms with him.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to  
indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  _____  God created the first woman out of (a) nothing, (b) red          

 clay, (c) Adam's rib.
2.  _____  (a) Love, (b) Money, (c) Power, is the bond that holds           

        people together in perfect unity.
3.  _____  The name "Adam" means (a) "Master," (b) "Red Clay," 

    (c) "Father." 
4.  _____  The name "Eve" means (a) "Mother," (b) "Rib," (c) "Life."
5.  _____  "Eden" means (a) "Pleasantness," (b) "East," (c) "Garden."

III.  Thought Questions:  (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)

     1. In what ways did Adam and Eve become one?
     2. In what ways are human beings like God?
     3. What have you learned in Lesson Two that is especially 
         meaningful to you?  Write several sentences in English.
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                             QUESTIONS ON LESSON THREE           B1

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true, and
around "F" if the statement is false.)
1.  T  F   God put an angel and a flashing sword at the entrance of the    

     garden to keep Adam and Eve away from the tree of life.
2.  T  F   Adam and Eve died and were buried the day they disobeyed

God.
3.  T  F   Any intelligent human being is smarter than Satan is.
4.  T  F   God wants to keep us ignorant, but Satan wants to give us    

knowledge.
5.  T  F   The word "Satan" means "adversary" or "enemy."

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to
indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  _____  Adam and Eve tried to hide from God because they (a) did  

not like him, (b) were angry with him, (c) felt guilty and   
ashamed.

2.  _____  (a) A parrot, (b) A snake, (c) A man, spoke to Eve in the    
middle of the garden of Eden.

3.  _____  When God asked Adam if he had eaten the forbidden fruit,
Adam (a) blamed his wife, (b) denied that he had done
anything wrong, (c) begged for forgiveness.

4.  _____  When God asked Eve what she had done, Eve (a) admitted
she had done a terrible thing, (b) claimed she was innocent,
(c) blamed the snake.

5.  _____  God looked ahead and predicted that (a) Eve's son Abel     
would step on a snake, (b) Eve's descendant would defeat  
Satan, (c) Satan would defeat a descendant of Eve.

III.  Thought Questions:  (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)

1. Why is Satan called "a liar" and "a murderer"?
2. What is sin, and why does sin separate us from God?
3. What have you learned in Lesson Three that is especially meaningful    

to you?  Write several sentences in English.
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B1                        QUESTIONS ON LESSON FOUR                     

I.  True-False  (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true, and
around  "F" if it is false.)
1.  T F Adam and Eve were happy outside the garden of Eden.
2.  T  F When sin enters life, one sin leads to another.
3.  T  F Cain's sins cut him off from God but caused other people to

like him.
4.  T  F  Abel was more concerned about pleasing God than he was

about  pleasing himself.
5.  T  F   Worship is our response to the power, glory, goodness,

mercy, and loving-kindness of God.

II.  Multiple Choice  (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to  
    indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  ____ When God accepted Abel's offering and rejected Cain's,

Cain (a) became angry, (b) congratulated Abel, (c) prayed
to God.

2.  ____ Instead of controlling his evil thoughts, Cain decided to 
(a) run away, (b) kill his brother, (c) offer a lamb to God.

3.  ____ When God talked to Cain about his sin, Cain (a) begged
God   to forgive him, (b) blamed Abel, (c) felt sorry for
himself.

4.  ____ Cain was the first person in history to (a) offer an animal      
sacrifice, (b) sin against God, (c) kill another human being.

5.  ____ Abel offered an animal sacrifice because he (a) wanted to     
please God, (b) understood the meaning of the sacrificial      
lamb, (c) was afraid of God's punishment.

III.  Thought Questions:  (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)

1. What was wrong with Cain's gift to God?
2. Why was God pleased with Abel's offering?
3. What have you learned  in Lesson Four that is especially meaningful    

to  you?
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                             QUESTIONS ON LESSON FIVE                         B1

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true, and
around "F" if it is false.)
1.  T  F People became so evil in Noah's time that God was sorry he

had made human beings.
2.  T  F While Noah and his family were in the big boat, rains fell

for  forty days and forty nights.
3.  T  F There is no scientific or historical evidence to support the

biblical account of the flood.
4.  T  F   Today’s world is free from the violence and corruption that

existed in Noah's time.
5.  T  F   God sent the flood without warning evil people or giving

them a chance to change their ways.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to  
indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  ____ People in Noah's time always thought about (a) God, 

        (b) money, (c) evil things.
2.  ____ The flood that God sent upon the earth was a (a) local flood

along  the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, (b) universal flood
that covered  the whole earth, (c) legend that has no
historical basis.

3.  ____  The rainbow is a sign that (a) God will never again destroy
the  earth with water, (b) God will never destroy the earth
by fire, (c) the earth is round.

4.  ____  Following the flood, Noah became a (a) farmer, 
        (b) shepherd,  (c) builder of cities.

5.  ____  God sent the flood because he wanted to (a) keep the earth 
green and clean, (b) save humanity from sin, (c) keep the
earth from becoming too crowded.

III.  Thought Questions:  (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)

1. If God created the earth and sky in the beginning, would he be able to
create a flood that would cover the earth with water?

2.  In view of the flood that God sent in Noah's time, how does God feel
about evil?

3. What have you learned in Lesson Five that is meaningful to you?
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 B1                             QUESTIONS ON LESSON SIX                        

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true, and
around "F" if it is false.)
1.  T  F As soon as Abram moved his tents to the big trees of Mamre 

near Hebron, he was very happy.
2.  T  F Because of Abram's faith, God accepted Abram as if he had   

never sinned.
3.  T  F God told Abram that his descendants would be slaves in a      

foreign land for 400 years.
4.  T  F God loved Sarah but hated Hagar.
5.  T  F The city of Ur was a center of worship for the moon-god        

Nanna.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to
indicate  which choice is correct.)
1.  _____ Abram was born in the city of (a) Ur, (b) Haran, 

         (c) Shechem.
2.  _____ Abram was unhappy in the land of Canaan because he had

no (a) home, (b) friends, (c) son.
3.  _____ When Sarai blamed Abram for her trouble with Hagar,       

Abram (a) defended himself, (b) scolded her, (c) spoke      
kindly to her.

4.  _____ In the eyes of God, Hagar was (a) a slave without value, 
  (b) a person of great value, (c) a trouble-maker.

5.  _____ Abraham was circumcised at the age of (a) eight days, 
                 (b) 75 years, (c) 99 years.

III.  Thought Questions:  (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)

1. What is so unusual about the call of Abram and the promises God
made to Abram?  Why are these things so important?

2. Would you like to have a strong faith, like Abram's?
3. What have you learned in Lesson Six that is especially meaningful to

you?
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                              QUESTIONS ON LESSON SEVEN            B1

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true, and
around "F" if it is false.)
1.  T  F Abraham was disappointed so many times that he finally 

stopped  trusting God.
2.  T  F Abraham believed that he would return from Mount Moriah  

alone.
3.  T  F Isaac probably could have overpowered his father and             

escaped at Mount Moriah.
4.  T  F Abraham believed that God could raise Isaac from death.
5.  T  F God has never made agreements with human beings.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below to  
indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  _____ When God promised Abraham that his wife Sarah would   

have a son, Sarah (a) laughed, (b) cried, (c) shook with      
fear.

2.  _____  Abraham was (a) seventy-five, (b) ninety-nine, (c) 100,      
years old when Isaac was born.

3.  _____ Sarah was (a) sixty, (b) seventy-five, (c) ninety years old 
when  she gave birth to her son.

4.  _____ Abraham circumcised Isaac when Isaac was (a) eight days
old, (b) thirty days old, (c) one year old.

5.  _____ When God commanded Abraham to kill Isaac and burn
him on an altar, Abraham (a) argued with God, (b) hated
God, (c) obeyed God.

III.  Thought Questions:  (Please write your thoughts down and share
them with your teacher.)

1. Why would a loving God wait so long to give Abraham and Sarah a
son?  

2.  Why would a loving God ask Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on an altar?
3.  What can we learn from Abraham's faith?
4. What else have you learned in Lesson Seven that is especially        

meaningful to you?  Write several sentences in English.
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