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INTRODUCTION
In the beginning, God created the universe.  When we read the

creation story and look at the things that God has made, we see evidence
that God is eternal, powerful, intelligent, and personal.  He is the source of
life and the giver of every good and perfect gift.

Human beings were created in God's own likeness.  A human being
is more than an animal.  A human being is able to think ahead, reason, and
look within.  A human being has a conscience and can know the difference
between right and wrong.  Like God, a human being wants to love and be
loved.  Among God's creatures, only the human being is able to worship
God and be friends with him.

The relationship between God and humanity was broken by sin. 
Evil entered the world when Eve listened to Satan's lies and disobeyed
God's command.  But God set in motion a plan that would defeat Satan and
set humanity free from sin.  A descendant of the woman would crush
Satan's head.

Once sin entered the world, it spread rapidly.  The world became
corrupt, and people thought about evil things all the time.  But Noah and
his family found favor with God.  Noah was a good man.  As a judgment
against sin, God sent a great flood upon the earth.  Other than water
creatures, only Noah, his family, and the animals in their boat were saved.

Hundreds of years later, God called Abram out of Ur and promised
to give him a son.  God promised that all families of the earth would be
blessed through a descendant of Abram.   

God changed Abram's name to “Abraham.”  God blessed Abraham
and Sarah with a son in their old age.  Their son's name was "Isaac."  God 
made a promise to Isaac like the one he had made to Abraham.  All nations
would be blessed through a descendant of Isaac.
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Isaac grew up and married Rebekah.  They had twin boys: Jacob
and Esau.  God made a promise to Jacob like the one he had made to
Abraham and Isaac.  All nations would be blessed through a descendant of
Jacob. 

God changed Jacob's name to "Israel." Prior to his death, Israel
looked into the future and told his family that a true King was coming.  The
true King would be a descendant of his son, Judah.

Israel moved his family to Egypt because of famine.  There, his
sons became the heads of large families, and these families became a
nation.  In order to keep the Israelites under control, the Egyptians
mistreated them and made them slaves.  The Israelites cried out to God.

God heard the cries of the Israelites and shared their pain. God
appeared to Moses in a burning bush at Mount Sinai and sent him to Egypt
to deliver the Israelites out of slavery.  After ten great tragedies in Egypt,
Moses led the Israelites across the Red Sea to freedom.  This march to
freedom is called "the Exodus."

At Mount Sinai, God made an agreement with Moses and the
Israelite nation.  He agreed to be their God, and they agreed to be his
people.  God and his people were bound together by love and mutual
commitment.  The Lord promised to send a prophet like Moses who would
speak the very words of God.

As time went by, the people of Israel forgot God and broke their
agreement with him.  God raised up prophets to speak out against evil and
to call the people back to him.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, these
prophets looked hundreds of years into the future.  There they saw
Someone who would defeat Satan, set people free from sin, and rule over
the kingdom of God forever.  

This King would be born of a virgin, be announced by a prophet in
the desert, and be anointed by God's Spirit.  He would have the heart of a
shepherd, and he would be called "the Son of God."  The King would also
be God's suffering Servant.  He would suffer for the wrong things that we
did and be crushed for our guilt.  Yet, he would suffer silently, like a lamb
being sheared.  He would die with evil men and be buried with the rich,
even though he had done nothing wrong.  He would give himself to die, but
he would live again.  He would be rejected by men, nailed to a tree,
mocked by his enemies, killed in shame, and raised from death before his
body could decay.  Finally, he would return to heaven in glory and speak
to God for people who have sinned.

With this background in mind, we are now ready to begin our study
of the New Testament.  In our study, we will watch with amazement as the
promises of God are fulfilled one by one.   
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                       INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS
1.  The Easy-to-Read Bible Course has been written and

copyrighted © 2018 by Richard N. Ady for World English Institute, Inc.;
1525 NW Division; Gresham, Oregon 97030, USA.  

2.  All biblical quotations have been taken from the Easy-to-Read
Version of the Bible and are used by permission.  Scripture references are
given at the end of each lesson. 

3.  After studying each lesson, please turn to the questions at the
back of this book and answer the questions on that lesson.  Then go on to
the next lesson.

4.  Finish all seven lessons.  Then cut out the answered questions
for all seven lessons and send them to your teacher, all at once.  Please do
not send the lesson book.  It is yours to keep.

5.  Your teacher will grade your answers to Book Three and return
them to you as soon as possible, along with a Diploma showing that you
have completed the course and have satisfied all requirements for
graduation. 

6.  If you have friends or relatives (at least fifteen years of age or
older) who would like to take this Bible course, please write their names
and addresses on a slip of paper and send them to your teacher when you
mail your questions and answers.

7.  May God bless you as you begin your study of the Easy-to-Read
Bible Course, Book Three.

This is the 2018 edition.

ORDERING MATERIALS

     Additional copies of the Easy-to-Read Bible Course may be ordered
from World English Institute; 1525 NW Division; Gresham, Oregon 97030;
Tel. (503)661-0348; Fax (503) 666-8309, E-mail weiady@aol.com.  Web
site:  www.worldenglishinstitute.net.  Order forms are available.
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Lesson One

The King
Is Born

God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin girl who lived in Nazareth,
a town in Galilee.  She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from the
family of David.  Her name was Mary.  The angel said to Mary,
"Greetings!  The Lord is with you; you are very special to him."

But Mary was confused about what the angel said.  She wondered,
"What does this mean?"

The angel said to her, "Don't be afraid, Mary, because God is very
pleased with you.  Listen!  You will become pregnant and have a baby boy. 
You will name him Jesus, and he will be great.  People will call him the
Son of the Most High God, and the Lord God will make him king like his
ancestor David.  He will rule over the people of Jacob forever; his kingdom
will never end."

Mary said to the angel, "How will this happen?  I am still a virgin."
The angel said to Mary, "The Holy Spirit will come to you, and the

power of the Most High God will cover you.  The baby will be holy and
will be called the Son of God."

Mary said, "I am the servant of the Lord God.  Let this thing you
have said happen to me!"  Then the angel went away.

All this happened to make clear the full meaning of what  the Lord
said through the prophet Isaiah: "The virgin will be pregnant and will give
birth to a son.  They will call him 'Immanuel,' meaning 'God with us.'" 

An Angel Appears to Joseph
Mary was engaged to marry Joseph.  But before they married, he

learned that she was expecting a baby.  She was pregnant by the power of
the Holy Spirit.  Joseph was a good man.  He did not want to cause her
public disgrace, so he planned to separate himself from her secretly.

But after Joseph thought about this, an angel from the Lord came
to him in a dream.  The angel said, "Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid
to accept Mary to be your wife.  The baby inside her is from the Holy
Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you will name him 'Jesus’ [meaning
'The Lord Saves'].  Give him that name because he will save his people
from their sins."
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When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord's angel told him.  He
married Mary, but he did not have sexual relations with her until her son
was born.

Jesus Is Born in Bethlehem
Augustus Caesar, the Emperor of Rome, sent out an order to all

people in the countries that were under Roman rule.  The order said that
everyone's name must be put on a list.  People traveled to their own

hometowns to have their name put on the list.
So Joseph left Nazareth and went to the

town of Bethlehem in Judea.  It was known as
the town of David.  Joseph went there because
he was from the family of David. 

While Joseph and Mary were in
Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have the
baby.  There were no rooms left in the guest
house, so Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable. 
Mary wrapped him well and laid the baby in a
box where cattle were fed.

An Angel Tells Some Shepherds About Jesus' Birth
That night, some shepherds were in the fields near Bethlehem

watching their sheep.  Suddenly, an angel appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord was shining around them.  The shepherds were very afraid. 
The angel said to them, "Don't be afraid.  I have some good news for
you–news that will make everyone happy.  Today your Savior was born in
David's town.  He is Christ, the Lord.  This is how you will know him: 
You will find a baby wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying in a feeding
box."

Then a huge army of angels from heaven joined the first angel, and
they were all praising God, saying:  "Praise God in heaven, and on earth let
there be peace to the people who please him."

The Shepherds Visit Jesus
The angels left the shepherds and went back to heaven.  The

shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this great
thing the Lord told us about."

So the shepherds went running and found Mary and Joseph.  And
there was the baby lying in the feeding box.  When they saw the baby, they
told what the angels said about this child.  Everyone was surprised when
they heard what the shepherds told them.  Then the shepherds went back to
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their sheep, praising God and thanking him for everything they had seen
and heard.  

When the baby was eight days old, he was circumcised, and he was
named Jesus.

Wise Men Come to Jerusalem
Jesus was born during the time when Herod was king.  After Jesus

was born, some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and asked,
"Where is the child that has been born to be king of the Jews?  We saw the
star that shows he was born, and we came to worship him."

When King Herod heard about this, it upset him, and he called a
meeting of all the leading Jewish priests and teachers of the law.  He  asked
them where the Christ would be born.  They answered, "In the town of
Bethlehem of Judea.  The prophet Micah wrote about this in the
Scriptures."

Herod had a private meeting with the wise men from the east.  He
learned from them the exact time they first saw the star.  Then Herod sent
them to Bethlehem.  He said, "Go and look carefully for the child.  When
you find him, come tell me.  Then I will go worship him too."

The Wise Men Visit Jesus
After the wise men heard the king, they left.  They saw the same

star they had seen in the east, and they followed it.  The star went before
them until it stopped above the place where the child was. They were filled
with joy.

The wise men came to the house where the child was with his
mother Mary.  They bowed down and worshiped him. 

Then they opened the gifts they had brought for him.  They gave
him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  But God warned the wise
men in a dream not to go back to Herod.  So they went home to their own
country by a different way.

Jesus' Parents Take Him to Egypt
After the wise men left, an angel from the Lord came to Joseph in

a dream.  The angel said, "Get up!  Take the child with his mother and
escape to Egypt.  Herod wants to kill the child and will soon start looking
for him.  Stay in Egypt until I tell you to come back."
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So Joseph got ready and left for Egypt with the child and his
mother.  They left during the night.  Joseph and his family stayed in Egypt
until Herod died.

Herod Kills the Baby Boys in Bethlehem
When Herod saw that the wise men had fooled him, he was very

angry.  So he gave an order to kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem and the
whole area around Bethlehem.  Herod had learned from the wise men the
time the baby was born.  It was now two years from that time, so he said to
kill all the boys who were two years old and younger.

Joseph and Mary Return to Nazareth
While Joseph was in Egypt, Herod died.  An angel from the Lord

came to Joseph in a dream.  The angel said, "Get up!  Take the child with
his mother and go to Israel.  Those who were trying to kill the baby are
now dead."  

So Joseph took the baby and the baby's mother and went back to
Nazareth of Galilee.  It was there that Jesus grew up.

Points to Remember About This Lesson
1.  Mary's pregnancy was supernatural.  Approximately 2,000

years before Jesus was born, Sarah gave Abraham a son in his old age. 
Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born, and Sarah was ninety. 
Naturally, it was impossible for Sarah to have a baby at that age.  Yet, all
things are possible with God.  God did something for Abraham and Sarah
that nature could not do.  

Later, Isaac's wife Rebekah was not able to have children.  For
nineteen years, Rebekah waited.  Finally, Isaac prayed to God for his wife,
and God gave them twin boys, Jacob and Esau.  God did for Isaac and
Rebekah what nature had not been able to do.  

Later, Jacob's wife Rachel could not have children.  Year after year
she waited and prayed.  Finally, God gave her a son. God did something for
Jacob and Rachel that nature had not done. 

When we come to the New Testament and read about the super-
natural pregnancy of Mary, we are hardly surprised.  Nothing is too hard
for the All-Powerful God. 

10



2. Jesus was the One seen by Old Testament prophets.  Jesus was
the descendant of Eve who would crush Satan's head and save people from
sin.  Jesus was the descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who would
bless all nations.  Jesus was the true King who would come from the tribe
of Judah, receive the authority of his ancestor David, and rule over his
kingdom forever.  Jesus was the child born of a virgin who would be called
"Immanuel," meaning "God with us."  

When Jesus was born, God became flesh and lived among us. 
He was the promised King.

3.  Evil men tried to destroy Jesus.  Joseph and Mary must have
been very happy when Jesus was born.  The angels in heaven were happy. 
The shepherds in Bethlehem were happy.  The wise men from the east were
happy.  But King Herod was unhappy.  Herod was afraid that he would lose
his throne.  He was worried that Jesus would take his place as king.  So he
killed all the baby boys in Bethlehem in an effort to kill Jesus.

Early in life, Jesus was attacked by the forces of evil.  Evil men
tried to destroy him.  But God is stronger than Satan, and God protected his
Son from harm.

4.  God can use ordinary people to accomplish great things. 
Joseph and Mary were from David's family, but they were very ordinary
people.  Joseph was a carpenter, not an important official.  Joseph and
Mary were sleeping in a stable with animals the night Jesus was born.  Yet
Mary gave birth to the Son of God.  Joseph provided food, clothing, and
shelter for God's Son.  God used these ordinary people to change the course
of human history.

God can use you and me to accomplish great things today if we
will give ourselves to him completely. 

Scripture References:  Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-20; Matthew 1:18-23; 2:1-23;
John 1:1-3, 14; 5:39.   
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Lesson Two

The King Is
God’s Son

The Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begins with
what the prophet Isaiah said would happen.  Isaiah wrote, "There is
someone shouting in the desert: 'Prepare the way for the Lord.  Make the
road straight for him.'"  Isaiah was talking about a preacher named John.

This is what John the Baptizer preached to the people:  "There is
someone coming later who is able to do more than I can.  I am not good
enough to be the slave who stoops down to untie his sandals." 

God Calls Jesus "My Son"
At that time Jesus came from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the

place where John was preaching.  Jesus asked John to baptize him, so John
baptized (dipped, immersed) Jesus in the Jordan River.  
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As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw the sky torn apart. 
The Spirit came down on him like a dove, and a voice came from heaven
saying, "You are my Son, the one I love.  I am very pleased with you."

John Calls Jesus "the Son of God"
The next day, John the Baptizer saw Jesus coming toward him. 

John said, "Look, the Lamb of God.  He takes away the sins of the world! 
I did not know who the Christ was.  But God told me, 'You will see the
Spirit come down and rest on a man.  He is the one who will baptize with
the Holy Spirit.'"  John said, "I have seen this happen.  I saw the Spirit
come down from heaven like a dove and rest on this man.  So this is what
I tell people: 'He is the Son of God.'"

Andrew Calls Jesus "the Messiah"
The next day, two men followed Jesus and talked with him.  One

of these men was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  The first thing Andrew
did was to go find his brother, Simon.  Andrew said to Simon, "We have
found the Messiah."  The word "Messiah" comes from a Hebrew word
which means "the anointed One."  Being anointed, in those days, was the
same as being crowned king.  Jesus was the true king foreseen by Jacob.  

Nathaniel Calls Jesus "the Son of God" and "the King"
Later the same day, Jesus saw a man named Nathaniel coming

toward him.  Jesus looked at Nathaniel and said, "This man is a true
Israelite, one you can trust."

Nathaniel listened to the amazing things Jesus said.  Then, he
replied, "Teacher, you are the Son of God.  You are the King of Israel."   

Satan Tempts the Son of God
At the beginning of Jesus' ministry, Satan tried to separate him

from God and stop him from fulfilling his mission.  Jesus was in the desert
for forty days and forty nights without food.  While he was there, Satan
came to test him. 

Satan tempted Jesus in much the same way he tempted Eve in the
garden of Eden.  He tempted him through the desires of the body, the desire
for beautiful things, and the desire to be important.
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First, Satan said to Jesus, "If you are the Son of God, tell this rock
to become bread."  Jesus could have satisfied his hunger by using his power
selfishly.  But he refused to do so.

Then, Satan showed Jesus all the rich and beautiful kingdoms of
the world.   Satan said, "I will give it all to you if you will only worship
me."  But Jesus refused. 

Finally, Satan took Jesus to a  high place in Jerusalem and said, "If
you are the Son of God, jump off.  God will command his angels to care for
you."  By jumping off, Jesus could have called attention to himself as an
important person, but he would not. 

By resisting Satan's temptations, Jesus won a victory.  Jesus was
the descendant of Eve who would crush Satan's head.

Jesus Claims to Be God's Anointed One
Jesus went back to Nazareth, the town where he grew up.  On the

Sabbath day he went to the synagogue, a place of worship where people
had gathered to read and study the Scriptures.  The book of Isaiah was
given to Jesus, and Jesus stood up to read.   Jesus opened the book and
found the place where it is written: "The Spirit of the Lord is on me.  God
has chosen  me to tell good news to the poor.  He sent me to tell prisoners
[of sin] that they are free, and to tell the blind that they can see again.  God
sent me to free those who have been treated badly, and to announce that the
time has come for the Lord to show his kindness."

Jesus closed the book, gave it back to the keeper, and sat down.  As
everyone in the synagogue watched him closely, Jesus began to speak to
them.  He said, "While you heard me reading these words just now, they
were coming true."

Thus, Jesus announced that he was God’s anointed servant
mentioned by Isaiah.. 

When Jesus left the synagogue that day, he ministered to people
who needed help.  He told good news to poor people.  He forced evil spirits
out of those who were prisoners of Satan.  He made blind people see again
and lame people walk again.  He healed sick people of their  diseases.  He
had not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life for others.

God's Son Can Give Us a New Birth
There was a man named Nicodemus who lived in Jerusalem. 

Nicodemus was a member of the Pharisee Party, a religious group that 
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carefully followed all Jewish laws and customs.  Nicodemus was a very
important Jewish leader.

One night, Nicodemus came to Jesus and said, "Teacher, we know
that you are a teacher sent from God.  No person can do these miracles that
you do without God's help."

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth.  A person must be born again. 
If a person is not born again, that person cannot be in God's kingdom."

Nicodemus said, "How can a man who is already old be born
again?  Can he go back into his mother's womb and be born a second
time?" 

Jesus answered, "Believe me when I say that everyone must be
born again of water and the Spirit.  Anyone who is not born of water and
the Spirit cannot enter God's kingdom." 

Nicodemus asked, "How is all this possible?"
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Jesus said, "You are an important teacher of Israel, and you still
don't understand these things?"  Jesus was talking about the spiritual
changes that take place when a person believes in the Christ, turns away
from sin, and is baptized in water.  But Nicodemus did not understand what
Jesus was saying.

God's Son Can Forgive Sins
Jesus left Jerusalem and returned to Capernaum in Galilee.  There,

a large crowd gathered to hear him preach.   The house was so full that
there was no place to stand, not even outside the door.

While Jesus was teaching, some people brought a paralyzed man
to see him.  He was being carried by four of them, but they could not get
the man inside to Jesus because the house was so full of people.  So they
went to the roof above Jesus and made a hole in it.  Then, they lowered the
mat with the paralyzed man on it.  When Jesus saw how much faith they
had, he said to the paralyzed man, "Young man, your sins are forgiven."
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Some of the teachers of the Jewish law were sitting there.  They
heard what Jesus said and they said to themselves, "Why does this man say
things like that?  What an insult to God.  No one but God can forgive sins."

Jesus knew what these teachers of the law were thinking.  So he
said to them, "Why do you have these questions in your minds?   Which is
easier: to tell this crippled man, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to tell him,
'Stand up.  Take your bed and walk'?  But I will prove to you that the Son
of Man has power on earth to forgive sins."  So Jesus said to the paralyzed
man, "I tell you, stand up.  Take your bed and go home."  Immediately, the
paralyzed man stood up.  He picked up his mat and walked out of the room. 
Everyone could see him.  They were amazed and praised God.  They said,
"This is the most amazing thing we have ever seen!"

Jesus Claims to Be God's Son
Later Jesus went to Jerusalem for a special Jewish festival.  There,

at the Pool of Bethzatha, Jesus healed a man who had been sick for
thirty-eight years.  Jesus did this on the Sabbath day (Saturday). The
Sabbath day was a day of rest for the Jews.

When the Jewish leaders saw that Jesus had healed this man on the
Sabbath day, they began trying to make him stop.  But Jesus said to them,
"My Father never stops working, and so I work too."

When Jesus said this, the Jewish leaders tried to kill him.  They
said, "First, this man was breaking the law about the Sabbath day.  Then he
said that God is his Father!  He is making himself equal with God."

The Word of Jesus Is the Word of God
Jesus said, "There is a judge for all those who refuse to believe in

me and do not accept what I say.  The message I have taught will judge that
person on the last day.  Why?  Because what I taught was not from myself. 
The Father who sent me told me what to say and what to teach."  Jesus was
the Prophet like Moses who told people everything God commanded.  His
words were the very words of God.

Jesus Uses God's Name
Jesus said to those who did not believe in him, "You people are

from here below, but I am from above.  You belong to this world, but I
don't belong to this world.  I told you that you will die in your sins.  Yes,
if you don't believe that I AM, you will die in your sins.  You will lift up
the Son of Man and kill him on a cross.  Then you will know that I AM." 
(God told Moses that his name was "I AM.")  By using God's name, Jesus
claimed to be divine.
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To those people who believed in him, Jesus said, "If you continue
to accept my teaching, then you are really my followers.  You will know
the truth, and the truth will make you free.  Everyone who sins is a  slave–a
slave to sin.  But if the Son makes you free, you will be really free."

Some of the Jews criticized Jesus for saying these things.  Jesus
said to them, "Can any of you prove that I am guilty of sin?  If I tell you the
truth, then why don't you believe me?  Your father Abraham was very 
happy that he would see the day when I came.  He saw that day and was
happy."

The Jews said to Jesus, "What?  How can you say you have seen
Abraham?  You are not even fifty years old!"

Jesus answered, "The fact is, before Abraham was born, I AM." 
By using God's name, Jesus claimed to be the eternal One.

When Jesus said this, the people picked up stones to throw at him. 
But Jesus hid, and then he left the temple area.

Jesus Proves That He Is Divine
In Galilee, Jesus fed more than 5,000 people with five loaves of

barley bread and two small fish.  Later, he said, "I AM the bread that gives
life.  No one who comes to me will ever be hungry.  No one who believes
in me will ever be thirsty."  Jesus feeds our souls. 

In Jerusalem, Jesus saw a man who had been blind since he was
born.  Jesus said to his followers, "I AM the light of the world."  Then
Jesus spat on the dirt, made some mud and put the mud on the man's eyes. 
Jesus told him, "Go and wash in the pool of Siloam."  So the man went to
the pool, washed, and came back.  Now he was able to see.  Jesus is to our
minds what light is to our eyes.  He helps us understand the truth.

Jesus said to Martha, "I AM the resurrection.  I AM the life. 
Everyone who believes in me will have life even if they die.  And everyone
who lives and believes in me will never really die." Later, Jesus 
demonstrated his power over death by raising Lazarus from death. 

Again and again, Jesus used the divine name.  He said, "I AM the
good shepherd."  "I AM the way."  "I AM the truth.  I AM the life."  "I AM
the vine, and you are the branches."  

In every way possible, Jesus said, "I AM divine."  Then he backed
up his claims by working miracles.  (Miracles were amazing works that
Jesus did by the power of God.)  Jesus healed sick people, drove out evil
spirits, calmed storms, walked on water, and raised people from death.  He
demonstrated power over nature,  over disease, over evil, and over death. 
He was fully human, yet he was fully divine.
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The Jewish Leaders Try to Arrest Jesus
The leading priests and the Pharisees sent some temple police to

arrest Jesus.  Jesus said to them, "I will be with you a little longer.  Then
I will go back to the one who sent me."  Then, Jesus stood up and said with
a loud voice, "Whoever is thirsty may come to me and drink.  If anyone
believes in me, rivers of living water will flow from their heart."  Jesus was
talking about the Holy Spirit who would later be given to those who
believed in him as the Christ.

When the people heard Jesus say these things, some of them said,
"This man really is the Prophet [like Moses]."  Other people said, "He is
the Christ."

The temple police were amazed at Jesus' teachings.  Instead of
arresting Jesus, they went back to the leading priests and the Pharisees
without him.  The priests and the Pharisees asked, "Why didn't you bring
Jesus?"

The temple police answered, "We have never heard anyone say
such amazing things!"  These temple police realized that Jesus was more
than a man.

Points to Remember
1.  Jesus was "the true King."  John the Baptizer referred to Jesus

as "the Christ."  The word "Christ" comes from a Greek word which means
"the Anointed One."  This was a title used with reference to the coming
King.

Andrew said to his brother Peter, "We have found the Messiah." 
The word "Messiah" comes from a Hebrew word meaning "the Anointed
One."  The title "Messiah" was applied to the coming King. 

Nathaniel said, "Teacher, you are the Son of God.  You are the
King of Israel."  Nathaniel recognized Jesus as the true King.

John the Baptizer, Andrew, Nathaniel, and others recognized Jesus
as the Christ, the Messiah, the true King.

2.  Jesus was more than a man.  God announced that Jesus was his
Son.  John the Baptizer, Nathaniel, Simon Peter, and others recognized
Jesus as God's Son.   

Jesus, himself, claimed to be the Son of God.  He claimed that he
could forgive sins and set people free from the power of sin.  He claimed
that his words would judge us in the end.  Jesus did not make empty claims. 
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He demonstrated his divine power.  His amazing miracles proved that he
was more than a man.

3.  The Bible is the Word of God.  The Bible is not a book of fairy
tales.  It is a book of truth.  It was written by men of God as they were led
by the Holy Spirit.  It is a record of events that really happened.  The life
and teachings of Jesus Christ have been confirmed by the testimony of
good and honest men.  These men saw Jesus' miracles with their own eyes. 
They heard his teaching with their own ears.   Then they wrote down what
they had seen and heard.  Their testimony would stand up in any court of
law.  The words of Jesus and his apostles are the words of God. 

4.  It is never too late to start life again.  No matter how many bad
things we have done, we can put those bad things behind us and make a
fresh start. 

Nicodemus did not understand how a man could be born again
when he is old.  Today, people still have a hard time understanding what
Jesus meant by the new birth.

Jesus meant that all our past sins can be forgiven.  All our past
mistakes and failures can be buried and forgotten.  The guilt of our past life
can be taken away.  We can be born again spiritually and start life over. 
We can be set free from the power of sin.

When does this happen?  It happens when a person is buried with
Jesus in baptism.  A person opens his or her heart to the Spirit, believes that
Jesus is the Son of God, turns away from sin, allows the old sinful person
to be buried in water, and rises up to begin a new life of purity and
goodness.  In this manner, we can put the past behind us and start again.

We will learn more about the new birth as we continue our study.

Scripture References:  Deuteronomy 18:18; Isaiah 40:3; 61:1-2; Matthew
3:1-17; 4:1-11, 17-23; Mark 1:1-11; 2:1-17; Luke 3:1-22; 4:1-21; John
1:29-49; 3:1-17; 5:1-18, 24; 6:1-58; 7:32-46; 8:23-59; 9:1-7; 10:7-30;
11:1-44; 12:44-50; 14:1-6; 15:1-5; Romans 6:1-23.
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Lesson Three

The Kingdom
Is Coming  

Seven hundred years after Isaiah wrote about the coming kingdom
of God, John the Baptizer came preaching in the desert of Judea.  He told
people to be baptized (immersed in water) to show that they wanted to
change their lives.  John said, "Change your hearts and lives because the
kingdom of God is coming soon."  

Jesus Preaches: "The Kingdom of God is Near!"
At that time, Jesus came from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to

the place where John was preaching.  Jesus asked John to baptize him
(immerse him in water), so John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River.       

Later, Jesus went to Capernaum, a town near Lake Galilee, and
started preaching the Good News from God.  Jesus said, "The right time is
now here.  The kingdom is near.  Change your hearts and lives and believe
the Good News!"

This message stirred up great excitement.  For hundreds of years,
the Jewish people had been waiting, hoping, and longing for the coming of
God's kingdom.  Now, their hopes and dreams were about to come true.

Jesus' Apostles Preach: "The Kingdom of God is Coming Soon!"
Jesus was walking by Lake Galilee when he saw Simon and

Simon's brother, Andrew.  These two men were fishermen, and they were
throwing a net into the lake to catch fish.

Jesus said to them, "Come, follow me,
and I will make you a different kind of
fishermen.  You will bring in people, not fish." 
So Simon and Andrew immediately left their
nets and followed Jesus.

Jesus continued walking by Lake
Galilee.  He saw two more brothers, James and
John, the sons of a man named Zebedee.  They
were in their boat preparing their nets to catch
fish.  When Jesus saw the brothers, he told
them to come.  They left their father and
followed Jesus.
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As Jesus was walking along the road at Capernaum, he saw a tax
collector named Matthew Levi.  Matthew was sitting at his place for
collecting taxes.  Jesus said to him, "Follow me."  Matthew stood up, left
everything, and followed Jesus.      

A few days later, Jesus went out to a mountain to pray.  He stayed
there all night praying to God.  The next morning, he chose twelve men and
called them apostles, meaning "those sent forth."  These twelve men were: 
Simon (Jesus named him Peter), Andrew the brother of Peter, James, John,
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus,
Simon, called the Zealot, Judas, the son of James, and Judas Iscariot.

Jesus gave instructions to these twelve apostles and sent them out
to tell people about the kingdom of God.  Jesus said, "Go to the people of
Israel.  They are like sheep that are lost.  When you go, tell them this: 'The
kingdom of God is coming soon.'"

Jesus Tells Stories About the Kingdom
Later, Jesus went out and sat by the lake.  A large crowd gathered

around him, so he got into a boat and sat down.  All the people stayed on
the shore.  Then Jesus used stories to teach them about the kingdom of
God.

Jesus said that the kingdom of God is like a farmer planting seed. 
Some seed fell by the road, and the birds came and ate all the seed.  Other
seed fell on rocky ground where there was not enough dirt.  When the sun
rose, it burned the plants, and they died.  Some other seed fell among
thorny weeds, and the weeds stopped the good plants from growing.  But
some seed fell on good ground.  There, it grew and made grain.

Jesus explained that the seed is the teaching of God, and the soils
represent different kinds of people.  Some people are like a hard ground
beside the road.  They hear the teaching about God's kingdom but do not
understand it.  The Evil One comes and takes away what was planted in
their hearts.  Other people are like rocky ground that does not have enough
dirt for deep roots.  They quickly accept the teaching about God's kingdom,
but as soon as trouble or persecution comes, they give up.  Other people are
like ground covered by thorny weeds.  They hear the teaching but let
worries about this life and love for money stop it from growing.  But other
people are like good ground.  They hear the teaching and understand it. 
These people grow and produce a good crop.

In other words, some people will accept God's rule, and some will
not.  Yet, the kingdom of God will grow when the teaching about God's
kingdom is planted in the hearts of people who are good and honest.
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The Kingdom of God Is Like a Mustard Seed
Jesus told the people another story.  He said, "The kingdom of God

is like a mustard seed that a man plants in his field.  It is one of the smallest
of all seeds, but when it grows, it becomes one of the  largest garden plants. 
It becomes a tree big enough for the birds to come and make nests in its
branches."

In other words, the kingdom of God would start small and become
very large. 

The Kingdom of God Is Like a Treasure
Then Jesus told the people another story.  He said, "God's  kingdom

is like a treasure hidden in a field.  One day a man found the treasure.  The
man was very happy to find the treasure.  He hid it again and was so happy
that he went and sold everything he owned and bought the field."

In this story, Jesus describes the rule of God as something precious. 
People who discover it become very happy.  Living under God's rule is
worth more than any earthly possession.  

The Kingdom of God Is Like a Net
Still sitting in a boat, Jesus said to the people who were standing

on the shore, "God's kingdom is like a net that was put into the lake.  The
net caught many different kinds of fish.  It was full, so the fishermen pulled
it to the shore.  They sat down and put all the good fish into baskets.  Then
they threw away the bad fish.  It will be the same at the end of time.  The
angels will come and separate the evil people from the godly people."

In this story, Jesus explained that the kingdom of God will include
all kinds of people from all nations.   

The Kingdom of God Was Present in Jesus
At Capernaum, Jesus forced an evil spirit to leave a man who could

not talk.  When the demon came out, the man was able to speak.  Jesus
said, "I use the power of God to force out demons.  This shows that the
kingdom of God has come to you!"  

By forcing demons out of people, Jesus entered Satan's house and
defeated him.  In the ministry of Jesus, people could see the beginnings of
the kingly rule of God.

Jesus Gives Peter the Keys of the Kingdom
Jesus went to Caesarea Philippi, an area about 170 kilometers (105
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miles) north of Jerusalem.  Jesus said to his followers, "Who do you say
that I am?"

Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God."  

Jesus answered, "You are blessed, Simon son of Jonah.  No one
taught you that.  My Father in heaven showed you who I am.  So I tell you,
you are Peter.  And I will build my church on this rock.  The power of
death will not be able to defeat my church.  I will give you the keys to
God's kingdom."  

By this, Jesus pointed forward to the time when Peter would tell
people how to enter the kingdom of God. 

Jesus Promises That the Kingdom Will Come with Power
Jesus said to his followers, "Any of you who want to be my

follower, must stop thinking about yourself and what you want.  You must
be willing to carry the cross that is given to you for following me.  Any of
you who try to save the life you have will lose it.  But you who give up
your life for me and for the Good News will save it.  It is worth nothing for
you to have the whole world if you yourself are lost."

Then Jesus said to his followers, "Believe me when I say that some
of you people standing here will see the kingdom of God come with power
before you die."  

In the near future, the kingdom of God would come with the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Crucial Points in This Lesson

1.  The prophets wrote about the kingdom of God.  Isaiah and other
Old Testament prophets looked into the future and saw the coming
kingdom of God.  They saw the time when God would rule as King over
heaven and earth.

2.  John prepared people for the kingdom of God.  John the
Baptizer said to the people, "Change your hearts and lives because the
kingdom of God is coming soon."  John told people to be baptized (dipped
or immersed in water) to show that they were going to live a new life.   

Before we can enter the kingdom of God, we must accept the rule
of God.  We must change our minds about what is right and  wrong.  We
must change our attitudes and actions.  We must stop trying to please
ourselves and start trying to please God.        
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3.  Jesus taught about the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of God
was the central theme of Jesus' preaching and teaching.  His lessons helped
people understand the nature of God's kingdom and prepared them to
accept God's rule.  His miracles proved that Satan's power was broken and
that God's rule was about to begin. 

4.  Jesus showed people how to live under God's rule.  When Jesus'
apostles brought him something to eat, Jesus said, "My food is to do what
God wants me to do.  My food is to finish the work that he gave me to do." 
Later, he said, "I don't try to please myself.  But I want to please the One
who sent me."  Again he said, "I came down from heaven to do what God
wants me to do.  I did not come to do what I want to do." 

Jesus' one aim in life was to do the will of God. Everything he did
was an act of obedience.  When we look at him, we see what it means to
live under God's rule.  

5.  The church is the earthly part of God's kingdom.  Jesus
promised to build his church and to give Peter the keys of the kingdom. 
(The word "church" comes from a Greek word meaning "the called out.")
The church is not a building.  The church is made up of men and women
who are called out of sin to be God's people.  They are men and women
who have said "No!" to Satan and "Yes!" to God.  They are people who try
to do what God wants on earth, just as angels do what God wants in
heaven.  

The rule of God will not be complete, however, until the end of
time.  On that last day, the world will be judged, and Satan and his
followers will be totally defeated.  On that day, God's people will win a
final victory over evil and will enjoy living under the perfect rule of God
forever.

Scripture References:  Matthew 3:2-3, 13-15; 4:13-22; 9:9; 10:1-7;
12:22-29; 13:1-23, 31-32, 36-44, 47-50; 16: 13-19; Mark 1:1-11, 14-20;
2:13-14; 3:13-27; 4:1-20, 30-32; 8:27-38; 9:1; Luke 6:12-16; 9:18-27;
11:14-22; John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; Revelation 20-22.
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Lesson Four

The King Is
the Suffering Servant 

At Caesarea Philippi (see map on page five), Jesus told his apostles
that the older Jewish leaders, the leading priests, and the teachers of the law
would make him suffer many things.  He would be killed; then on the third
day, he would be raised from death.

Jesus' followers could not think about Jesus suffering and dying,
even though Isaiah the prophet had said this would happen. 

Simon Peter took Jesus aside and said, "God save you from those
sufferings, Lord!  Those things will never happen to you!"

Then Jesus said to Peter, "Get away from me, Satan!  You are not
helping me!  You don't care about the same things God does.  You care
only about things that people think are important."

Jesus Talks with Moses and Elijah About His Death
Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James, and John and went up on

a high mountain to pray.  While Jesus was praying, his face became bright
like the sun, and his clothes became shining white.  Then two men were
there talking with him.  They were Moses and Elijah.  They also looked
bright and glorious.  They were talking with Jesus about his death that
would happen in Jerusalem.

Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good that we are here.  We will
put three tents here–one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."  (Peter
did not know what to say because he and the other two followers were very
afraid.)

While Peter was saying these things, a bright cloud came all around
them and covered them.  A voice came out of the cloud and said, "This is
my Son, the one I love.  I am very pleased with him.  Obey him!" 

When the voice stopped, the followers looked up, and they saw that
Jesus was now alone.  

As Jesus and his followers were walking down the mountain, Jesus
said, "Don't tell anyone about what you saw on the mountain.  Wait until
the Son of Man has been raised from death.  Then you can tell people what
you saw."
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Jesus Enters Jerusalem Like a King
Six days before the Passover Festival, Jesus and his followers went

to Bethany.  (The Passover Festival was an important day each year when
the Jews ate special food to remember their ancestors' exodus from Egypt.) 
Bethany is the town where Lazarus lived.  Many of the Jews heard that
Jesus was in Bethany, so they went there to see him.  They also went to see
Lazarus, the one Jesus raised from death.  So the leading priests made plans
to kill Lazarus as well as Jesus. 

The next day, Jesus' followers brought a donkey to him and put
their coats on its back.  Then they put Jesus on the donkey, and he rode
along the road toward Jerusalem.  The followers spread their coats on the
road before him.

Jesus was coming close to Jerusalem.  He was already near the
bottom of the Mount of Olives.  The whole group of followers was very
happy and excited, and they praised God.  They thanked God for all the
powerful things they had seen.  They said, "Praise to the Son of David. 
God bless the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  Praise to God in
heaven."     

Some of the Pharisees said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell your followers
not to say these things!"
     But Jesus answered, "I tell you, these things must be said.  If my
followers don't say these things, then these rocks will cry out and say
them."

This happened to show the full meaning of what Zechariah the
prophet said, "Tell the people of Zion, 'Look!  Your King is coming to you. 
He is humble and riding on a donkey.'" 

Judas Agrees to Give Jesus to the Priests
The leading priests and teachers of the law were trying to find a

way to kill Jesus, but they were afraid of what the people would do.
Then Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus' twelve apostles, went to talk to

the leading priests.  He said, "I will hand Jesus over to you.  What will you
pay me for doing this?"  The priests gave him thirty silver coins.  After
that, Judas waited for the best time to hand Jesus over to them.

Jesus Institutes the Lord's Supper
On the first day of the Passover Festival, Jesus ate the Passover

meal with his followers.  While they were eating, Jesus took some special
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bread made without yeast.  Jesus thanked God for it, broke off some pieces,
and gave it to his followers.  He said,  "Take this bread and eat it.  This
bread is my body that I am giving for you.  Eat this to remember me." 

Then Jesus took a cup of wine.  Jesus thanked God for it and gave
it to his followers.  Jesus said, "This wine is my blood which will be poured
out to forgive the sins of many and begin the new agreement between God
and his people.  It will begin when my blood is poured out for you."  Jesus
said these things in order to teach his followers about his coming death.

Jesus Promises His Followers a Home in Heaven
Jesus' followers were troubled by the things he said about his death, 

so Jesus tried to comfort them.  He said, "Don't be troubled.  Trust in God,
and trust in me.  There are many rooms in my Father's house.  I would not
tell you this if it were not true.  I am going there to  prepare a place for you. 
After I go to prepare a place for you, I will come back.  Then I will take
you with me, so that you can be where I am."

Jesus Promises to Send the Holy Spirit
As a part of his message of comfort, Jesus said to his apostles, "I

will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper to be with you
forever.  The Helper is the Spirit of truth.  He will teach you everything. 
The Helper will cause you to remember all that I have told you.  This
Helper is the Holy Spirit that the Father will send in my name.  When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will lead you into all truth." 

After this, they sang a song and went out to a beautiful garden
called Gethsemane on the side of the Mount of Olives.

Jesus Prays Alone
In the garden, Jesus said to his followers, "Sit here while I go there

and pray."  He told Peter, James, and John to come with him.  Then, he
began to be very sad and troubled.  Jesus said, "My heart is so heavy with
grief that I feel as if I am dying.  Wait here and stay awake with me."

Then Jesus walked a little farther, fell on the ground, and prayed,
"My Father, if it is possible, don't make me drink from this cup.  But do
what you want, not what I want."  Then Jesus went back to his followers
and found them sleeping.  He said to Peter, "Couldn't you men stay awake
with me for one hour?  Stay awake and pray for strength against
temptation.  Your spirit wants to do what is right, but your body is weak."
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Then Jesus went away a second
time and prayed, "My Father, if I must
do this, and it is not possible for me to
escape it,  then I pray that what you
want will be done."

Then Jesus went back to his
followers.  Again, he found them
sleeping.  So he left them and went
away one more time and prayed.  This
third time, he prayed the same thing. 
An angel from heaven came to help him. 
Jesus was full of pain; he struggled hard
in prayer.  Sweat dripped from his face
like drops of blood falling to the ground. 

When Jesus finished praying, he
went to his followers.  They were
asleep.  Jesus said to them, "The time

has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to the control of sinful
men.  Stand up!  We must go.  Here comes the man who is handing me
over to my enemies."

Jesus Is Arrested
While Jesus was still speaking, Judas came into the garden of

Gethsemane with a big crowd of people.  He led a group of soldiers and
some guards from the leading priests and the Pharisees.  They were
carrying torches, swords, and clubs.

Judas had said to the people with him, "The one I kiss will be
Jesus.  Arrest him."  So Judas went to Jesus and said, "Hello, teacher!" 
Then he kissed him.

The men grabbed Jesus and arrested him.  Jesus said to them, "Why
did you come to get me with swords and clubs?  Do you think I am a
criminal?  I was with you every day in the temple area.  Why didn't you try
to arrest me there?  But this is your time–the time when darkness rules." 
Then all of Jesus' followers left him and ran away.

Jesus Is Judged Guilty by Jewish Leaders
The men who arrested Jesus led him to the home of Caiaphas the

high priest.  The teachers of the law and the older Jewish leaders were
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gathered there.  All through the night, the leading priests and the High
Council tried to find something against Jesus so that they could kill him.

Finally, the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Tell us, are you
the Christ, the Son of God?"

Jesus answered, "Yes, that's right.  But I tell you, in the future you
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of God.  You will see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven."

When the high priest heard this, he tore his clothes in anger.  He
said, "This man has said things that insult God!  We don't need any more
witnesses.  You all heard his insulting words.  What do you think?"

The Jewish leaders answered, "He is guilty, and he must die."
Then, some of the people there spat in Jesus' face and  hit him with

their fists.  Others slapped him and said, "Show us that you are a prophet,
Christ!  Tell us who hit you!"

Jesus Is Judged Innocent by Pilate
Early the next morning, all the leading priests and older leaders of

the people decided to kill Jesus.  They tied him, led him away, and handed
him over to Pilate, the governor.  Then, they accused him of many things.

Jesus stood before Pilate the governor.  Pilate asked him , "Are you
the king of the Jews?" 

Jesus answered, "My kingdom does not belong to this world.  If it
did, my servants would fight so that I would not be given to the Jewish
leaders.  No, my kingdom is not an earthly one."

Pilate said, "So you are a king!"
Jesus answered, "You are right to say that I am a king.  I was born

for this:  to tell people about the truth.  That is why I came into the world. 
And everyone who belongs to the truth listens to me."

Pilate said, "What is truth?"  Then, Pilate went out to the Jewish
leaders again and said to them, "I can find nothing against this man."

While Pilate was sitting in the place for judging, his wife sent a
message to him.  It said, "Don't do anything with that man.  He is not
guilty.  Last night, I had a dream about him, and it troubled me very much."

Pilate tried again to set Jesus free.  Three times Pilate said, "I find
nothing against this man."  But the Jewish leaders yelled, "Kill him on a
cross!  Kill him on a cross!"  

Finally Pilate took some water and washed his hands in front of
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them all.  He said, "I am not guilty of this man's death.  You are the ones
who are doing it!"

Then Pilate told some soldiers to beat Jesus with whips.  And Pilate
gave Jesus to the soldiers to be killed on a cross.

Pilate's Soldiers Mock Jesus
Pilate's soldiers took Jesus into the governor's palace.  All the

soldiers gathered around him.  They took off Jesus' clothes and put a red
robe on him.  Then they made a crown of thorny branches and put it on his
head, and they put a stick in his right hand.  Then they bowed before him,
making fun of him.  They said, "We salute you, king of the Jews!"  They 
spat on him.  Then they took his stick and kept hitting him on the head with
it.  After they finished making fun of him, the soldiers took off the robe and
put his own clothes on him again.  Then they led him away to be killed on
a cross.

Jesus Is Nailed to a Cross
There were also two criminals led

out with Jesus to be killed.  They were led to
a place called "The Skull."  It was nine
o'clock in the morning when they nailed
Jesus to his cross. They also nailed the
criminals to  crosses beside Jesus–one on the
right and the other on the left.

While Jesus was hanging on the
cross, he prayed for the people who were
killing him.  Jesus said, "Father, forgive
them.  They don't know what they are doing."

Then the soldiers threw dice to
divide Jesus' clothes between them.  The
people stood there watching everything.

The Jewish leaders laughed at Jesus.  They said, "He saved others,
but he can't save himself!  If he is the king, he should come down from the
cross.  Then we will believe in him.  He trusted God, so let God save him
now, if God really wants him.  He himself said, 'I am the Son of God.'" 

One of the criminals hanging there began to shout insults at Jesus: 
"Aren't you the Christ?  Then save yourself, and save us too!"

But the other criminal stopped him.  He said, "You should fear
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God.  All of us will die soon.  You and I are guilty.  We deserve to die
because we did wrong, but this man has done nothing wrong!"  Then he
said, "Jesus, remember me when you begin ruling as king!"

Then, Jesus said to him, "I promise you that today you will be with
me in Paradise!"

Jesus' mother stood near the cross.  Jesus saw her standing by one
of his followers.  Jesus said to his mother,  "Dear woman, here is your son." 
Then he said to his follower, "Here is your mother."

Jesus Dies on the Cross
At noon, the whole country became dark.  This darkness continued

for three hours because the sun stopped shining.  About three o'clock Jesus
cried with a loud voice, "My God, my God, why have you left me alone?"

A little later, Jesus said, "I am thirsty."  Then he said, "It is
finished."  After that Jesus cried out with a loud voice and said, "Father, I 
put my life in your hands."  Then he bowed his head and died.  All these
things happened so that everything written about him might be fulfilled.

God Shakes the Earth
When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple in Jerusalem was torn

into two pieces.  This curtain was more than nine meters high.  The tear
started at the top and tore all the way to the bottom.  

At the same time, the earth shook and rocks were broken.  All the
graves nearby were opened, and many of God's people who had died were
raised from death.  After Jesus was raised from death, those people came
out of their graves and were seen in Jerusalem by many people.

The army officer and the soldiers guarding Jesus saw this earth-
quake and everything that happened and were afraid.  The officer said,
"This man really was the Son of God!"

Points to Think About
1.  Jesus came to suffer and die for others.  Most of us think about

ourselves.  God thinks about others.  Jesus said, "The Son of Man came to
find lost people and to save them."  He said, "The Son of Man did not come
to be served by other people.  The Son of Man came to serve others and to
give his life to save many people."  Jesus was the suffering Servant about
whom Isaiah the prophet had written.
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When Jesus told his apostles he was going to die, Peter said, "God
save you from those things, Lord!  Those things will never happen to you!" 

Jesus replied, "Get away from me, Satan."  In other words, you are
the enemy when you talk like that!  You are not helping me fulfill my
mission.  You are hindering me.

Peter was trying to protect Jesus.  He was looking at things from
a human point of view and caring about things that people think are
important.  Jesus wanted Peter, and all of us, to think less about ourselves
and more about others. 

2.  God's new covenant went into effect when Jesus died.  As we
have noted, God's agreement with the Israelites is called "the old
covenant."  The old covenant was an agreement of law and punishment. 
God's agreement with his people today is called "the new covenant."  The
new covenant is an agreement of grace and mercy. 

When Jesus died on the cross, the curtain in the temple was torn
from top to bottom by the unseen hand of God.  Under the old covenant,
this curtain kept people from coming into God's presence.  Jesus' death
opened the way to God.  Now we can live in the presence of God every
day. 

 3.  The New Testament is the Word of God.  Jesus made a promise
to his apostles that he has made to no one else.  He promised that the Holy
Spirit would lead them to all truth.  By the power of the Spirit, they would
preach, teach, and write the very words of God.  When we open the New
Testament today and read the writings of the apostles, we are reading truths
that came from God himself.

4.  God turns defeat into victory.  Jesus said to the people who
arrested him in the garden, "This is your time–the time when darkness
rules."  To Jesus' followers, it seemed that Satan had defeated Jesus. Satan,
too, thought he had won a victory.  

But God is full of surprises.  God has a way of turning things
around.  In this case, God used death to bring life.  We owed a debt we
could not pay.  Justice demanded payment.  But Jesus paid a debt he did
not owe.  God accepted his death as a substitute for ours.  

When Jesus died on the cross, he fulfilled all of Isaiah's prophecies
about the Suffering Servant.  Jesus took our troubles and made them his
own.  He suffered pain for the wrong things we did.  He was crushed for
our guilt.  Our punishment was given to him.  We were healed because of
his pain.  He died between two criminals.  He was buried in the tomb of a
rich man (Joseph of Arimathea).  He had done nothing wrong, but these

33

things happened to him.  He was raised from death to live forever.  He
suffered in his soul, but he saw the good things that happened and was 
satisfied.  He was killed like a criminal, but the truth is that he carried away
the sins of many, many people.  And now he speaks to the Father for his
followers who have sinned.  

The forces of evil seemed to be winning when Jesus died on the
cross.  But on the cross, Satan suffered his greatest defeat.

It often appears that evil is winning and that Satan is ruling the
world.  Yet God is in control.  God is greater than Satan.  

5.  The Lord's Supper helps us remember.  Every Sunday (the day
Jesus was raised from death), the followers of Jesus come together to
worship God and to celebrate his resurrection by partaking of the Lord's
Supper. 

The Lord's Supper is a simple meal that helps us remember the
sacrifice Jesus made for us.  The bread without yeast reminds us of the
sinless body that was nailed to the cross.  The grape juice reminds us of the
blood Jesus shed.

Each time we eat the Lord's Supper, we are reminded of the love
of God and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  Jesus took our sins upon himself
and died on the cross so that we might live.

6.  Jesus gives us victory over death.  The followers of Jesus were
very sad when they learned that Jesus was going to die.  They loved him. 
They needed him.  They knew that life would be empty and lonely without
him. That is how we feel when we learn that a loved one is going to die. 
We grieve.  We weep.  We pray.  Our hearts are filled with sadness. 

But Jesus spoke words of comfort to his apostles.  He promised that
he was going to prepare a  place for them in heaven and that he would
come again to take them home.  These promises were very comforting to
the apostles.  They are also comforting to followers of Jesus today.

Jesus became like us and died in order to destroy the one who had
the power of death, that is, the devil.  Jesus died and rose from death to set
us free from the fear of death.  Followers of Jesus can now face death with
confidence and hope.

Scripture References:  Matthew 16:21-23; 17:1-9; 21:1-11; 22:32;
26:1-68; 27:11-54; Mark 9:2-13; 8:31 to 9:1; 11:1-11; 14:1-72; 15:1-41;
Luke 9:22-36; 19:29-44; 22:1-63; 23:1-49; John 12:12-19; 13:1-30;
14:1-31; 15:1-17; 16:4-15; 18:1-40; 19:1-37; Colossians 2:14-15; Hebrews
8:6-8; 9:8-28; 10:19-20; 12:26-29; 2 Peter 3:9-14; I John 4:4. 
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Lesson Five

The King
Conquers Death

The day after Jesus died was a special Sabbath day.  The Jewish
leaders did not want the bodies to stay on their crosses on the Sabbath day. 
So they asked Pilate to order that the legs of the men be broken to make
them die sooner.  And they asked that the bodies of the men be taken down
from the crosses.

So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men on the
crosses beside Jesus.  But when the soldiers came close to Jesus, they saw
that he was already dead.  So they did not break his legs.  But one of the
soldiers stuck his spear into Jesus' side.  Immediately, blood and water
came out.  These things happened to give full meaning to the Scriptures
that said, "None of his bones will be broken."

Jesus Is Buried
Later, a man named Joseph asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. 

Joseph was a good man.  He was waiting for the kingdom of God to come. 
He was a member of the Jewish Council, but he had not agreed when the
other Jewish leaders decided to kill Jesus.

Pilate gave Joseph permission to take the body of Jesus away. 
Nicodemus was with Joseph.  Nicodemus brought about forty-five
kilograms (100 pounds) of spices.  These two men took Jesus' body down
from the cross and wrapped it in pieces of linen cloth with the spices.  They
put Jesus' body in a new tomb that Joseph had dug in a wall of rock.  Then,
they closed the tomb by rolling a very large stone over the entrance.

Roman Guards Watch Jesus' Tomb
The leading priests and Pharisees went to Pilate.  They said, "Sir, 

we remember that while that liar was still alive he said, 'I will rise from
death in three days.'  So give the order for the tomb to be guarded well for
those three days.  His followers might come and try to steal the body. 
Then, they could tell people that he has risen from death.  That lie will be
even worse than what they said about him before."
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Pilate said, "Take some soldiers and guard the tomb the best way
you know."  So they all went to the tomb and made it safe from thieves. 
They did this by sealing the stone in the entrance and then putting soldiers
there to guard it.

Jesus Rises from Death
At dawn Sunday morning, Mary from Magdala, Salome, and Mary

the mother of James brought some sweet-smelling spices to put on Jesus'
body.  At that time there was a very strong earthquake.  An angel of the
Lord came and rolled the stone away from the entrance of the tomb.  The
angel was shining as bright as  lightning.  His clothes were as white as
snow.  The soldiers guarding the tomb were afraid of the angel.  They
shook with fear and became like dead men.

The angel said to the women, "Don't be afraid.  I know that you are
looking for Jesus, the one who was killed on the cross, but he is not here. 
He has risen from death, as he said he would.  Come and see the place
where his body was.  Then go quickly and tell his followers, 'Jesus has
risen from death.'"

Jesus' resurrection from death was the greatest event in the
history of the world.

Jesus Appears to the Women
So the women left the tomb quickly.  They were afraid, but they

were also very happy.  They ran to tell his followers what had happened. 
Suddenly, Jesus was there in front of them.  The women fell at Jesus' feet
and worshiped him.

Then the women ran to the apostles and the other followers.  They
told them everything that happened at the tomb, but the apostles did not
believe what they said.  It sounded to them like nonsense.

Jesus Appears to Two Followers
Later that day, Jesus showed himself to two followers while they

were walking in the country on the road to Emmaus.  Jesus said to them,
"You should believe everything the prophets said.  The prophets said that
the Christ must suffer these things before he begins his time of glory." 
Then Jesus began to explain everything that had been written about himself
in the Scriptures.  Jesus started with the books of Moses, and then he talked
about what the prophets had said about him. 
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When these two followers realized who Jesus was, they  went back
to Jerusalem to tell the apostles what had happened

Jesus Appears to His Apostles
While the two men were talking to the apostles, Jesus appeared and

stood among them.  He said to them, "Peace be with you."
This surprised the followers.  They were afraid.  They thought they

were seeing a ghost.  But Jesus said, "Why are you troubled?  Why do you
doubt what you see?  Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I!  Touch me. 
You can see that I have a living body.  A ghost does not have a body with
flesh and bones like this."

After Jesus told them this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
The followers were amazed and very, very happy to see that Jesus was
alive.  They still could not believe what they saw.  He said to them, "Do
you have any food here?"  They gave him a piece of cooked fish.  While
they watched, Jesus took the fish and ate it.

Thomas (one of the twelve) was not with the apostles when Jesus
came to them in Jerusalem.  The other apostles told Thomas, "We saw the
Lord."

Thomas said, "That's hard to believe.  I will have to see the nail
holes in his hands, put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand
into his side.  Only then will I believe it."

A week later the apostles were in the same house again, and
Thomas was with them.  The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood
among them.  Jesus said, "Peace be with you!"  Then Jesus said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here.  Look at my hands.  Put your hand here in my side. 
Stop doubting and believe."

Thomas said to Jesus, "My Lord and my God!"
Jesus said to Thomas, "You believe because you see me.  Blessed

are those people who believe without seeing."

Jesus Tells His Apostles to Go Preach the Good News
Later, the eleven apostles went to Galilee on a mountain where

Jesus told them to go.  Jesus said to them, "All authority in heaven and on
earth is given to me.  So go and make followers of all people in the world. 
Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Teach these people to obey everything that I have told you to do.  You can
be sure that I will be with you always, even until the end of time."

During the forty days after Jesus was raised from death, he met
with his apostles many times and spoke to them about the kingdom of God. 
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In Jerusalem, he said to them, "It is written that the Christ would be killed
and would rise from death on the third day.  You saw these things
happen–you are witnesses.  You must go and tell people that their sins can
be forgiven.  Tell them that they must change their hearts and be sorry for
their sins.  If they will do this, then God will forgive them.  You must start
from Jerusalem and tell this message in my name to the people of all
nations.  But stay in Jerusalem until you have received power from
heaven."

Then, Jesus led his followers out to the Mount of Olives.  There,
he told them, "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. 
You will be my witnesses.  You will tell people everywhere about me–in 
Jerusalem, in the rest of Judea, in Samaria, and in every part of the world. 
Go everywhere in the world and tell the Good News to everyone.  Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved.  But those who do not believe will
be judged guilty."

Jesus Returns to the Father
After Jesus said these things, he was lifted up into the sky.  While

the apostles were watching, he went into a cloud, and they could not see
him.  

They were looking into the sky where
he had gone when, suddenly, two angels
wearing white clothes were standing beside
them.  They said, "Men from Galilee, why are
you standing here looking into the sky?  You
saw Jesus carried away from you into heaven. 
He will come back in the same way you saw
him go." 

 So Jesus returned to the Father who
sent him.  There, he sat down at the right side
of God to speak for his people who have
sinned.

Points to Remember
1.  The prophets said that Jesus would rise from death.  David

wrote about Jesus' resurrection when he said, "You (God) will not let the 
body of your Holy One rot in the grave."  

Isaiah, also, wrote about Jesus' resurrection when he said, "The
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Servant gave himself to be the One to die.  But he will have new life."
2.  Jesus predicted that he would rise from death.  In Jerusalem

Jesus said, "I give my life so that I can take it back again."  At Caesarea
Philippi Jesus told his apostles that he would be killed, but he would be
raised from death on the third day.  At least six times, Jesus predicted his
own resurrection.

3.  Jesus really was raised from death.  When we read in the Bible
that Jesus was raised from death, we are not reading a fable.  We are
reading history.  Jesus was actually, physically, and literally raised from
death.  The guarded tomb was really empty.  Mary Magdalene, the other
women, the two followers on the road to Emmaus, Peter, James, the other
apostles, and more than 500 followers in Galilee all saw Jesus after he was
raised from death.  Some people saw him many times.  They went
everywhere telling people, "We have seen Jesus.  We have touched him
with our hands.  We have heard his teaching with our own ears." 

4.  We, too, will rise from death.  Jesus said, "A time is coming
when all people who are dead and in their graves will hear the voice of the
Son of Man.  Then they will come out of their graves.  The people that did
good  in life will rise and have life forever.  But those who did evil will rise
to be judged guilty."

Jesus will come again in great glory.  All his angels will come with
him.  He will sit on his great throne as King.  All the people of the world
will be gathered before him.  Then he will separate people into two groups
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will say to those on
his right, "Come and get the kingdom that God has promised you."  He will
say to those on his left, "Go away from me.  Go into the fire that burns 
forever.  That fire was prepared for the devil and his angels."  Then the bad
people will go away to be punished forever.  But the good people will have
life forever.

The Good News is:  Jesus has made it possible for everyone to
have life with him forever.  He does not want anyone to be lost.  He wants
everyone to trust and obey.

Scripture References: :Matthew 12:39-40; 16:21; 17:9, 23; 20:19;
25:31-46; 26:2; 27:55-66; 28:1-28; Mark 15:42-47; 16:1-16; Luke
18:30-33; 23:50-56; 24:1-53; John 5:28-29; 19:31-42; 20:1-29; Acts
1:1-11; I Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalms 16:10; Isaiah 53 10.
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Lesson Six

The King
Begins His Rule

The apostles went back to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. 
They were very happy.  When they entered the city, they went to the
upstairs room where they were staying.  The apostles were all together. 
They were constantly praying with the same purpose.  Some women, Mary
the mother of Jesus, and his brothers were there with the apostles.

Matthias Is Chosen to Take Judas' Place
After a few days, there was a meeting of the believers.  There were

about 120 of them.  Peter stood up and said, "Brothers and sisters, in the
Scriptures the Holy Spirit said through David that Judas would lead men
to arrest Jesus.  [Judas was paid money for doing this.  But when he saw
what was done to Jesus, he was very sorry, and he hanged himself.]  So
now another man must join us and be a witness of Jesus' resurrection."

The apostles put two men before the group.  One was Joseph
Barsabbas.  The other man was Matthias.  The apostles prayed, "Lord,
show us which one of these two men you choose to do this work.  Judas
turned away from it and went where he belongs.  Lord, show us which man
should take his place as an apostle!"

Then the apostles used lots to choose one of the two men.  (Lots
were rocks or sticks used for making a choice.)  The lots showed that
Matthias was the one the Lord wanted.  So he became an apostle with the
other eleven.

The Apostles Receive the Holy Spirit
When the day of Pentecost came, the apostles were all together in

one place.  (Pentecost was a Jewish festival that came fifty days after the
Passover.)  Suddenly a noise came from heaven.  It sounded like a strong
wind blowing.  This noise filled the whole house where the apostles were
sitting.  They saw something that looked like flames of fire.  The "flames"
were separated and sat upon each person there.  The apostles were filled
with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak different languages.  The
Holy Spirit was giving them the power to do this.
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The People Are Amazed
There were many godly Jewish men in Jerusalem at this time. 

They were from every country in the world.  A large group of these men
came together because they heard the noise.  They were surprised because
as the apostles were speaking, every person heard in their own language. 
They were all amazed at this.  They did not understand how the apostles
could do this.

They said, "Look!  These men that we hear speaking are all from
Galilee!  But we hear them in our own languages.  How is this possible? 
We are from many different countries, but we can hear these men in our
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own languages!  We can all understand the great things they are saying
about God."

The people were amazed and confused.  They asked each other,
"What is happening?"  But others were laughing at the apostles, saying they
were drunk from too much wine.

Peter Speaks to the People
Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles.  He spoke

loudly so that all the people could hear.  He said, "My Jewish brothers and
all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me.  I will tell you something you
need to know.  Listen carefully.  These men are not drunk as you think.  It
is only nine o'clock in the morning!  But Joel the prophet wrote about what
you see happening here today.  This is what he wrote: 'God says, "In the
last days I will give my Spirit to all kinds of people.  Your sons and
daughters will prophesy.  Your young men will see visions, and your old
men will have dreams.  In those days, I will pour out my Spirit to my
servants, men and women."'"

Peter said, "My fellow Israelites, listen to these words:  Jesus from
Nazareth was a very special man.  God clearly showed this to you.  He
proved it by the miracles, wonders, and miraculous signs he did through
Jesus.  You all saw these things, so you know this is true.  Jesus was
handed over to you, and you killed him.  With the help of evil men, you
nailed Jesus to a cross.  But  God knew all this would happen.  It was his
plan–a plan he made long ago.  Jesus suffered the pain of death, but God
made him free.  God raised Jesus from death. 

"David said this about Jesus:  'You will not leave me in the place
of death.  You will not let the body of your Holy One rot in the grave.'
David was talking about Jesus rising from death.  We are all witnesses of
this.  We saw him!  Jesus was lifted up to heaven.  Now Jesus is with God,
at God's right side.  The Father has given the Holy Spirit to Jesus.  

"So Jesus has now poured out that Spirit.  This is what you see and
hear.  So all the people of Israel should know this for certain:  God has
made Jesus to be Lord and Christ.  He is the man you nailed to the cross!"

For 2,000 years, people had looked forward to this day.  Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, and all the prophets had looked forward to it. 
Even Jesus had pointed to it.  Now, the time had finally arrived.  This was
the day when Jesus sat down next to God to rule over his kingdom.
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About 3,000 People Enter God's Kingdom
When the people heard this, they felt very, very sorry.  They asked

Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?"
Peter said to them, "Change your hearts and lives and be baptized,

each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then God will forgive your
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This promise is for
you.  It is also for your children and for the people who are far away.  It is
for every person the Lord our God calls to himself."

Peter warned them with many other words.  He begged them, "Save
yourselves from the evil of the people who live now!"  Then, those who
accepted what Peter said were baptized.  On that day about 3,000 people
were added to the group of believers.

The believers continued to meet together.  They spent their time
listening to the teaching of the apostles.  They shared everything with each
other.  They ate together and prayed together.

Life in the Kingdom of God
Many wonders and miraculous signs were happening through the

apostles, and everyone felt great respect for God.  All the believers stayed
together and shared everything.  They shared a common purpose, and every
day they spent much of their time together in the temple. They were joined
in their hearts, and they had the same spirit.  They also ate together in their
homes.  They were happy to share their food and ate with joyful hearts. 
The believers praised God and were respected by all the people.

With great power the apostles told the people that the Lord Jesus
was truly raised from death, and God blessed the believers.  More and more
people were being saved every day, and the Lord was adding them to the
group of believers.

Truths to Remember
1.  Peter unlocked the door to God's kingdom.  At Caesarea

Philippi, Jesus promised to give Peter the keys of the kingdom.  Peter
would be the first to open the door and invite people into the kingdom. 

On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to the apostles, and
they received power from heaven.  Peter preached the Good News (the
Gospel) about Jesus Christ.  This Good News was the key that unlocked the
door to God's kingdom.  About 3,000 people believed Peter's message and
were baptized.  These new followers came under the rule of the King.  
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2.  Anyone can be forgiven.  The people who heard Peter's message
that day had done some very bad things.  They had rejected the One whom
God had sent to save them.  They had laughed at him, insulted him, shamed
him, and killed him on a cross.  They had murdered the One who had come
to give them life.  Can you imagine a crime worse than that?

We may think that God could never forgive us for all the bad things
we have done.  But that is not true.  No matter what we have done or have
failed to do, God still loves us and wants to forgive us.  Even if we have
been God's enemy, God wants to be our friend.  If God was able to forgive
the people who murdered his Son, he can forgive you and me.

3.  We must change our hearts and lives.  God wants to make an
agreement with us.  He will forgive us if we will turn away from sin and
follow him in paths of goodness.  We must say "No!" to sexual sins,
worshiping idols, witchcraft, hatred, saying bad things to other people,
cheating, lying, making trouble, being jealous, angry, and selfish, causing
divisions, getting drunk, having wild parties, and doing other things like
this.

4.  God forgives us when we are baptized.  On the day of Pentecost,
Peter said to the people, "Change your hearts and lives and be baptized,
each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then God will forgive your
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 

These people believed that Jesus was Lord, but they still needed to
change their hearts and lives and to be baptized.  When they said "No!" to
sin and were baptized (immersed) in water, God forgave them. 

The apostle Paul explained the meaning of baptism in his letter to
the Romans.  He said, "When we were baptized, we were buried with
Christ, and we shared his death.  We were buried with Christ so that we
could be raised up and live a new life–the way Christ was raised from death
by the power of the Father."  

In baptism, we are united with Christ in a death like his.  We are
also united with Christ in a resurrection like his.  When we come out of the 
water, we are new persons.  We are joined with Christ in a new
relationship.  We are dead to sin and alive to God.

5.  At baptism, God gives us the Holy Spirit.  On the day of
Pentecost, Peter gave two commands:  (1) "Change your hearts and lives,"
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and (2) "Be baptized."  Peter also gave two promises:  (1) "Then God will
forgive your sins," and (2) "you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."  At
the time of our baptism, the Holy Spirit begins to live in our bodies.  

As the Holy Spirit lives in our bodies, he helps us grow spiritually. 
He helps us quit doing bad things, and he gives us strength to do good
things when we try.  He helps us develop love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  He gives us
life and freedom from sin.  The Spirit himself joins with our spirits to say
that we are God's children.  He helps us with our weaknesses.  He even
helps us pray as we should.  In other words, the Holy Spirit helps us to
change into the likeness of Jesus Christ.
     
Scripture References:   Acts 1:1-26; 2:1-47; 5:32;  Matthew 16:15-19;
Mark 9:1; John 3:3-5; Romans 6:3-5; 8:5-16, 26-28; I Corinthians 4:15;
6:19-20; II Corinthians 3:17-18; 5:17; Galatians 3:27; 5:16-25;
Ephesians 1:13-14; 3:16; 5:18-19; 6:11-18; Colossians 1:15; 2:11-15;
Titus 3:3-7; James 1:18; I Peter 1:3-5; 22-25   
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Lesson Seven

The Kingdom
of God Spreads

The apostles continued telling people the Good News about Jesus
the King.  They did this every day in the temple area and in people's homes. 
The word of God was reaching more and more people.  The group of
followers in Jerusalem became larger and larger.  Even a big group of
Jewish priests believed and obeyed.

Finally the Jewish leaders began to mistreat the believers in
Jerusalem.  They threw stones at a preacher named Stephen until he died. 
A Jewish leader named Saul was trying to destroy the group of believers. 
He went into their  houses, dragged out men and women, and put them in
jail.   

This mistreatment became so bad that all the believers left
Jerusalem.  Only the apostles stayed.  The believers went to different places
in Judea and Samaria.  They were scattered everywhere, and in every place
they went, they told people the Good News about Jesus.

People in Samaria Become Followers of Jesus
A follower of Jesus named Philip went to the city of Samaria and

told people about the King.  He told them the Good News about God's
kingdom and the power of Jesus Christ.  Men and women believed Philip
and were baptized.

Philip Teaches an Official from Ethiopia
Then Philip went south to the road between Jerusalem and Gaza. 

There he saw a man riding in a chariot.  This man was an important officer
in the service of Candace, the queen of Ethiopia.  He was responsible for
taking care of all her money.  He had gone to Jerusalem to worship and was
now on his way home.  He was reading from the book of Isaiah the prophet.

The Spirit said to Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."  So
Philip went toward the chariot, and he heard the man reading from Isaiah
the prophet.  Philip said to him, "Do you understand what you are reading?"

The man answered, "How can I understand?  I need someone to
explain it to me!"  Then he invited Philip to climb up into the chariot and
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sit with him.  The
scripture he was reading
was this:  "He was like a
sheep being led to the
butcher.  He was like a
lamb that makes no sound
as its wool is being cut
off.  He was shamed, and
all his rights  were taken
away.  His life on earth
has ended; there will be
no story about his
descendants."

The officer said
to Philip, "Please tell me,
who is the prophet talking
about?  Is he talking
about himself or about
someone else?"  Philip
began with the same

scripture and told him the Good News about Jesus.

The Ethiopian Official Is Baptized
While they were traveling down the road, they came to some water. 

The official said, "Look!  Here is water!  What is stopping me from being
baptized?"

Then the officer ordered the chariot to stop.  Both Philip and the
officer went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.  When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord took Philip away, and the
officer never saw him again.  The official continued on his way home.  He
was very happy.

Jesus Appears to Saul
In Jerusalem, Saul was still trying to scare the followers of the

Lord, even saying he would kill them.  He went to the high priest and asked
him to write letters to the synagogues in the city of Damascus.  Saul wanted
the authority to find believers in Damascus, to arrest them, and to bring
them back to Jerusalem.
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So Saul went to
Damascus.  When he
came near the city, a
very bright light from
heaven suddenly shined
around him.  He fell to
the ground and heard a
voice saying to him,
"Saul, Saul! Why are
you persecuting  me?" 

Sau l  s a i d ,
"Who are you, Lord?" 

T he  vo i ce
answered, "I am Jesus. 
I am the One you are
persecuting."

Sau l  s a i d ,
"What shall I do,
Lord?"

T h e  L o r d
answered, "Get up and

go into Damascus.  Someone there will tell you what you must do."
Saul got up from the ground and  opened his eyes, but he could not 

see.  So the men with him held his hand and led him into Damascus.  For
three days Saul could not see, and he did not eat or drink.

Jesus Sends Ananias to Saul
There was a follower of Jesus in Damascus whose name was

Ananias.  In a vision Jesus said to him, "Ananias!"
Ananias answered, "Here I am, Lord."
The Lord said to Ananias, "Get up and go to the street called

Straight Street.  Find the house of Judas, and ask for a man named Saul. 
He is there now, praying."

But Ananias answered, "Lord, many people have told me about this
man.  He has done many bad things to your people in Jerusalem.  Now he
has come here to Damascus with power to arrest all people who trust in
you."
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But Jesus said to Ananias, "Go! I have chosen Saul for an
important work.  He must tell about me to other nations and their rulers and
to the people of Israel.  I will show him all that he must suffer for me."

Saul Is Baptized
So Ananias went to the house of Judas.  He laid his hands on Saul

and said, "Saul, my brother, the Lord Jesus has sent me so that you can see
again and can be filled with the Holy Spirit."  Immediately, something that
looked like fish scales fell off Saul's eyes, and he was able to see.

Then Ananias said to Saul, "Now, don't wait any longer.  Get up,
be baptized, and wash your sins away, trusting in Jesus to save you."  Then,
Saul got up and was baptized.  After he ate, he began to feel strong again.

Saul's Greek name was "Paul."  Saul the killer became Paul, the
great apostle of Christ.

An Angel Appears to Cornelius
In the city of Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a Roman

army officer in what was called the Italian Unit.  Cornelius was a religious
man.  He and those who lived in his house were worshipers of the true God. 
He gave much of his money to poor people and always prayed to God.

One afternoon about three o'clock, Cornelius had a vision.  He saw
an angel from God coming to him and saying, "Cornelius!"

Staring at the angel and feeling afraid, Cornelius said, "What do
you want, sir?"

The angel said, "God has heard your prayers and seen your gifts to
the poor.  Send some men to the city of Joppa to get a man named Simon,
who is also called Peter.  He will tell you things that will save you and
everyone living in your house.  He is staying with Simon, the
leather-worker who has a house beside the sea."

The angel who spoke to Cornelius left.  Cornelius called two of his
servants and a soldier.  Cornelius explained everything to these three men;
then he sent them to Joppa.

Peter Sees a Vision
The next day, these men were coming to  Joppa about noon when

Peter was going up to the roof to pray.  He was hungry and wanted to eat,
but while they were preparing the food for him, he had a vision.  He saw
something coming down through the open sky.  It looked like a big sheet
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being lowered to the ground by its four corners.  In it were all kinds of
animals, reptiles, and birds.  Then a voice said to Peter, "Get up, Peter, kill
one of these animals, and eat it."

Peter said, "I can't do that, Lord!  I have never eaten food that is not
pure or fit to be used for food." 

But the voice said to
him again, "God has made these
things pure.  Don't say they are
unfit to eat."  This happened
three times. 

While Peter was
wondering what this vision
meant, the men that Cornelius
had sent found Simon's house. 
They stood at the door and
asked, "Is Simon Peter staying
here?"

The Spirit said to Peter,
"Three men are looking for you. 
Get up and go downstairs.  Go
with these men without

wondering if it's all right, because I have sent them."

Peter Preaches to Cornelius and His Family
The next day Peter got ready and went away with the three men. 

Six of the Jewish believers went with him.  When they arrived in Caesarea,
Cornelius was waiting for them and had already gathered his relatives and
close friends at his house.  Cornelius fell down at Peter's feet and
worshiped him.  Peter said, "Stand up.  I am only a man like you."  Then
Peter went inside and saw a large group of people gathered there.

Peter said to the people, "It is against our law for a Jew to associate
with anyone who is not a Jew.  But God has shown me that I should not
consider anyone unfit or say they are not pure."

Then Peter said, "I really understand now that God does not
consider some people to be better than others.  He accepts anyone who
worships him and does what is right.  It is not important what nation they
come from.  Jesus is the Lord of all people!  God made him the King by
giving him the Holy Spirit and power.  Jesus went everywhere doing good
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for people.  Jesus healed those who were ruled by the devil, showing that
God was with him.  

"We saw all that Jesus did in Judea and in Jerusalem.  But Jesus
was killed.  They put him on a cross made of wood.  But, on the third day
after his death, God raised him to life and let him be seen openly.  We are
witnesses!  We ate and drank with Jesus after he was raised from death.  

"Jesus told us to go and speak to the people and to tell them that he
is the one whom God chose to be the Judge of all who are living and all
who have died.  Everyone who trusts in Jesus will be forgiven."

Cornelius and His Family Are Baptized
While Peter was speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came down

on all those who were listening to him speak.  
Then Peter said, "How can anyone object to these people being

baptized in water?  They have received the Holy Spirit the same as we
did!"  So Peter told them to baptize Cornelius and his relatives and friends
in the name of Jesus Christ.

The Kingdom Spreads to Europe
Later, the apostle Paul and others traveled throughout the Roman

empire preaching the Good News about Jesus the King.  
At Troas, Paul saw a vision in which a man said to him, "Come

across to Macedonia and help us!"  Immediately Paul and his friends left
Troas and went to Philippi, an important Roman city in Macedonia.  Thus,
the Good News spread to a major city in Europe.  (See map on page 6.)
At Philippi, Paul and his companions found a special place of prayer near
the river outside the city gate.  There they taught some women who had
gathered for worship.  A business woman named Lydia listened to Paul,
and the Lord opened her heart to accept what Paul was saying.  She and all
the people living in her house were baptized.

Paul Drives an Evil Spirit out of a Girl
While Paul and his friends were going to the place of prayer, a

servant girl met them.  She had a spirit in her that gave her the power to tell
what would happen in the future.  By doing this she earned a lot of money
for the men who owned her.  This girl followed Paul and his companions
shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God!  They are telling
you how you can be saved!"        
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She continued doing this for many days.  This bothered Paul, so he
turned and said to the spirit, "By the power of Jesus Christ, I command you
to come out of her!"  Immediately, the spirit came out.

Paul and Silas Are Put in Jail
When the men who owned the servant girl saw this, they realized

that they could no longer use her to make money.  So they grabbed Paul
and Silas and dragged them to the public square to meet with the
authorities.  Paul and Silas were severely beaten with rods and put in jail.

About midnight they were
praying and singing
s o n g s  t o  G o d . 
Suddenly, there was a
great earthquake.  The
jailer woke up and saw
that the jail doors were
open.  He thought that
the prisoners had
escaped, so he got his
sword and was ready to
kill himself.  But Paul
shouted, "Don't hurt
yourself!  We are all
here!"

 Jailer Is Baptized
The jailer told

someone to bring a
light.  Then he ran
inside and, shaking
with fear, fell down in

front of Paul and Silas.  Then, he brought them outside and said, "Men,
what must I do to be saved?"

They said to him, "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be
saved–you and all who live in your house."  So Paul and Silas told the
message of the Lord to the jailer and all the people who lived in his house. 
It was late at night, but the jailer and all the people in his house were
baptized.  They were all very happy because they now believed in God.
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Christians Burn Their Magic Books in Ephesus
In Ephesus, the seven sons of a Jewish priest named Sceva tried to

use the name of the Lord Jesus to make evil spirits go out of people.  They
said, "By the name of Jesus that Paul talks about, I order you to come out!"

One time an evil spirit said to these Jews, "I know Jesus, and I
know about Paul, but who are you?"  Then the man who had the evil spirit
inside him jumped on these Jews, beat them up, and tore their clothes off. 
They all ran away from that house bruised and bleeding.

All the people in Ephesus heard about this.  They were all filled
with fear and gave great honor to the Lord Jesus.  Many of the believers
began to confess about all the evil things they had done.  Some of them had
used magic.  These believers brought their magic books and burned them
before everyone. 

Christianity Spreads
Christianity spread throughout the world like a forest fire on a hot,

windy day.  From Jerusalem, the Good News spread to Judea, Samaria,
Ethiopia, Caesarea, Antioch, Asia Minor, and Europe.  Wherever the Good
News was preached, the word of the Lord spread in a powerful way causing
more and more people to believe.

Points to Consider

1.  Jesus will be our Judge.  Peter said, "Jesus is the One whom
God chose to be the Judge of all people."  God decided long ago that on a
certain day, all people in the world will be judged by his Son Jesus Christ. 
There will be a day of judgment. 

History is not moving in cycles.  We are not born again and again
into different bodies.  We live only once, and we die only once.  After
death comes the judgment, then heaven or hell.  History is moving in a
straight line toward the day when God will call us by name and ask us to
give an account of our lives.

How do we know that there will be a judgment day?  God proved
this by raising Jesus from death.  As surely as Jesus was raised from death,
we will stand before Jesus to be judged.   

This thought does not need to scare us.  Jesus is the one who can
judge us guilty.  But he is also the one who can save us. 
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2.  We must choose between God and Satan.  The kingdom of God
is in conflict with the kingdom of Satan.  The servant girl in Philippi had
a spirit from the devil in her.  By the power of Satan, she revealed that Paul
and his companions were servants of God who were telling people how to
be saved. 

Even though the girl was telling the truth, Paul did not want to be
associated with Satan or to join forces with him.  So he made the evil spirit
come out of the girl.  

At Ephesus, some  people thought they could be Christians and still
practice the magic arts.  They learned, however, that everyone must choose
between God and Satan.  So they burned their magic books and followed
Jesus with all their hearts.  

We, too, must make a choice between God and Satan.  God is
saying to us, "You must choose for yourselves today.  Today you must
decide whom you will serve."

3.  You can become a Follower of the King.  God is calling you no
matter who you are or where you live.  Peter said, "To God, every person
is the same.  God accepts any person who worships him and does what is
right.  It is not important what country a person comes from.  Jesus is the
Lord of all people."  

Do you believe that Jesus is the descendant of Eve who crushed
Satan's head?  That he is the descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who
blesses all nations?  That he is the true King who comes from the tribe of
Judah and the family of David?  Do you believe that he is the divine
Suffering Servant who died that we might live?  Do you believe he is the
Son of God?  Do you trust him enough to change your heart and life and
follow him?  

If your answer to these questions is "Yes," then God is saying to
you, "Don't wait any longer.  Get up and be baptized and wash away your
sins.  Do this trusting in Jesus to save you. Then arise to live a new life,
dead to sin, and alive to God."

Scripture References:  Acts 5:42; 6:1-7; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11:1-18; 
16:1-40; 17:16-31; 19:1-20; 22:1-16; II Corinthians 2:11; 11:14.
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                           QUESTION AND ANSWER SECTION                 B3

Instructions for the Student:
This section of the Easy-to-Read Bible Course contains questions

on each lesson in Book Three.  After you have studied each lesson careful-
ly, please answer the questions on that lesson.  Then go to the next lesson.

Finish all seven lessons.  After answering all the questions in this
book, cut out this entire Question and Answer section and mail it to your
teacher. Do not send the lesson book.  It is yours to keep for further study.

Your teacher will grade your answers and return them to you as
soon as possible, along with your Diploma.  Please print your name and
address in block letters below:

Student's Name and Address:

Name:     __________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________

City:     ___________________________________________________

State (or Province): ____________________ Postal Code ___________

Country: __________________________________________________

Teacher's Name and Address:

Name:     __________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________

City:     ___________________________________________________

State:    ___________________________ Zip Code  __________________

Country: ___________________________________________________
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B3                        QUESTIONS ON LESSON ONE                          

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true, and     
draw a circle around "F" if it is false.)

1.  T  F       Joseph knew in advance that Mary would become pregnant    
                   by the power of the Holy Spirit.
2.  T  F       At one time, Joseph planned to separate from Mary.
3.  T  F       Jesus, the King of kings, was born in a stable.
4.  T  F       Joseph was the natural father of Jesus.
5.  T  F       God became flesh when Jesus was born.

II.  Multiple Choice  (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below    
to indicate which choice is correct.)

1.  _____      Joseph and Mary were from the family of (a) David. 
                     (b) Moses.  (c) Elijah.
2.  _____      Joseph had no sexual union with Mary until after (a) they
                     were married. (b) Jesus was born.  (c) Jesus died.
3.  _____      Bethlehem was known as the town of (a) shepherds. 
                     (b) vineyards.  (c) David.
4.  _____      When Jesus was eight days old, he was (a) wrapped in          
                     cloths. (b) circumcised. (c)  christened.
5.  _____      The name (a) "Jesus," (b) "Gabriel," (c)  "Immanuel,"           
                       means "God with us."

III.  Your Thoughts: (Please write down your thoughts and share            
them with your teacher.)

1. How would you feel if an angel were to appear and give you a            
message from God?   

2. How do you think Mary felt when the angel Gabriel told her she was
going to get pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit?

3. How do you think Joseph felt when he learned that Mary was
expecting a baby?

4.  What have you learned in this lesson that is especially meaningful to 
you?
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                            QUESTIONS ON LESSON TWO                          B3

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and        
 around "F" if it is false.)
1.  T  F       Jesus proved that he had power to forgive sins.
2.  T  F       The temple police arrested Jesus in the temple and took          
                   him to the leading priests and Pharisees.
3.  T  F       Jesus was guilty of sin like all other men.
4.  T  F       Jesus claimed that he existed before Abraham was born.
5.  T  F       Jesus had power over nature, disease, evil, and death.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below     
       to show which choice is correct.)
1.  _____      Nicodemus was a member of the religious group called (a)   
                     Pharisees. (b) Sadducees. (c)  Essenes.
2.  _____      Jesus stood up in the synagogue at Nazareth and read from
                     the book of (a) Moses. (b) Isaiah. (c)  Jeremiah.
3.  _____      Jesus fed (a) 4,000, (b) 5,000, (c)  7,000, people with            
                      five loaves of barley bread and two small fish.
4.  _____      Jesus spat on the dirt, made some mud with it, put the           
                      mud on a blind man's eyes and said, "Go and wash in the     
                      pool of (a) Bethzatha. (b) Siloam. (c)  Solomon."
5.  _____      Jesus' words are the words of (a) a mad man. (b) an              
                      ordinary man. (c)  God.

III.  Your Thoughts:  (Please write down your thoughts and share           
    them with your teacher)
1.  How did Nicodemus know that Jesus was a teacher sent from God?
2.  Has Satan ever tempted you as he tempted Eve and Jesus?
3.  Why did the temple police return to the priests and Pharisees

without arresting Jesus?
4.  What have you learned in this lesson that is especially meaningful?

57

  B3                          QUESTIONS ON LESSON THREE                    

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and        
    around "F" if it is false.)
1.  T  F John told people to be baptized in water to show that they         

wanted to change their lives.
2.  T  F     Jesus refused to let John baptize him in the Jordan River.
3.  T  F     When Jesus talked to people about the kingdom of God, they   
                  were not interested.
4.  T  F   In Jesus' story about the farmer planting seed, the seed             

represents the Word of God.
5.  T  F  Earthly riches will be worth nothing to a person who loses his

soul in hell.

II.  Multiple Choice (Please select the correct choice by writing "a,"       
     "b," or "c" in each blank space below.)
1.  _____      Jesus chose (a) seven, (b) twelve, (c)   twenty-four, men to   
                       be his apostles.
2.  _____      Jesus' story about a mustard seed is about (a) the kinds of     
                     soil in the kingdom. (b) the growth of the kingdom. (c)  the  
                      value of the kingdom.
3.  _____      Jesus promised to give the keys of the kingdom to (a) Peter. 
                (b) James.  (c)  John.
4.  _____      (a) Jesus, (b) John the Baptizer, (c)  Nathaniel, was a

perfect example of living under the rule of God.
5.  _____      Matthew Levi was a (a) fisherman. (b) carpenter. (c)  tax      
        collector.

III.  Your Thoughts:  (Please write down your thoughts and share           
 them with your teacher.)
1.  What is the difference between the church and the kingdom of God?
2.  Is the church, with all its human faults, the kingdom of God on

earth?
3.  What have you learned in this lesson that is especially meaningful to 

you?
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                          QUESTIONS ON LESSON FOUR                           B3

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and        
  around  "F" if it is false.)
1.  T  F     At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus told his apostles that he would be   
         killed and raised from death.
2.  T  F     Jesus thanked Peter for trying to save him from death.
3.  T  F   Judas used a kiss of friendship to give Jesus to his enemies.
4.  T  F     Pilate believed that Jesus was guilty of serious crimes.
5.  T  F     Jesus prayed for the people who were killing him.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below     
      to indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  _____  While Jesus was praying in the garden of Gethsemane, his   

followers (a) stood guard. (b) fell asleep. (c)  argued.     
2.  _____      When Jesus was arrested, his apostles all (a) ran away.         
            (b) fought to protect him. (c)  sat down and cried.
3.  _____      Pilate's wife sent a message to him saying, "Don't do            
             anything with that man.  He is (a) guilty. (b) not guilty. 
         (c)  dangerous."
4.  _____   Pilate's soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross at (a) 9:00 a.m.. 

     (b) 12:00 noon. (c ) 3:00 p.m.
5.  _____      Many of God's people came out of their graves and went      
        into Jerusalem (a) when Jesus died. (b) while Jesus was in

 the tomb. (c) after Jesus was raised from death.

III.  Your Thoughts:  (Please write down your thoughts and share           
    them with your teacher.)
1.  What did Jesus look like while he was talking with Moses, and

Elijah on a mountain in Galilee?
2.  What kind of King is Jesus?  What is the difference between his         

kingdom and other kingdoms?
3.  What have you learned in this lesson that is especially meaningful? 
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 B3                           QUESTIONS ON LESSON FIVE                         

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around the "T" if the statement is true and  
    around the "F" if the statement is false.)
1.  T  F The soldiers came and broke Jesus' legs while he was hanging

on the cross.
2.  T  F   As a member of the Jewish Council, Joseph of Arimathea         

condemned Jesus to death (Luke 23:51).
3.  T  F     Pilate refused to let his soldiers guard Jesus' tomb.
4.  T  F     When the women told the apostles what had happened at the
               tomb, the apostles did not believe them.
5.  T  F     After Jesus was raised from death, his body was still made of   
        flesh and bones.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below.)
1.  _____      Nicodemus brought approximately (a) ten, (b) forty-five,     
        (c)  100, kilograms of spices for Jesus' burial.
2.  _____      (a) Roman soldiers, (b) Temple police, (c) Members of the
               Jewish council, guarded Jesus' tomb.
3.  _____      (a) A group of women, (b) Pilate's soldiers, (c)  An angel
               of God, rolled the stone away from the entrance of Jesus'
               tomb.
4.  _____      When the soldiers saw the angel, they (a) drew their             
     swords. (b) shook with fear. (c)  ran away.
5.  _____      To prove that he was not a ghost, Jesus (a) ate a piece of     

cooked fish. (b) drank a cup of wine. (c)  clapped his hands.

III.  Your Thoughts:  (Please write down your thoughts and share           
   them with your teacher.)
1.  Why were Thomas and the other apostles so slow to believe that        

 Jesus had been raised from death?
2.  What did it take to convince them that Jesus really had been raised    

from death?  
3.  What did you learn in this lesson that was especially meaningful to    

you?
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                              QUESTIONS ON LESSON SIX                           B3  
 
I.   True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and       
      around "F" if it is false.)
1.  T  F     When the Holy Spirit came to the apostles, they began              
     speaking in languages they had never studied.
2.  T  F     The coming of the Holy Spirit sounded like a strong wind         
    blowing.
3.  T  F     The apostles were burned by the flames of fire that came with  
          the Holy Spirit.
4.  T  F     Some people are so bad that they cannot be forgiven.
5.  T  F     As the Holy Spirit lives in us, he helps us quit doing bad          

things, and he gives us the strength to do good things.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below     
       to indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  _____      When the apostles went back to Jerusalem from the Mount  
            of Olives, they were very (a) happy. (b) sad. (c) dazed.
2.  _____      About (a) twelve, (b) twenty-four, (c)  120, believers met
               together when Matthias was selected to replace Judas.
3.  _____      Some people laughed at the apostles on the day of              

Pentecost because they thought the apostles were (a) crazy.  
         (b) drunk. (c)  joking. 
4.  _____      The people who heard Peter's sermon felt very (a) happy.     
        (b) angry. (c)  sorry.
5.  _____      About (a) twelve, (b) 120 , (c) 3,000, people were baptized  
        on the day of Pentecost.

III.  Your Thoughts:  (Please write down your thoughts and share           
   them with your teacher.)
1.  Why did God know ahead of time that Jesus would be killed on a       

cross?
2.  How does a person receive God's forgiveness today?
3.  What have you learned in this lesson that is especially meaningful to 

 you?  
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 B3                           QUESTIONS ON LESSON SEVEN                     

I.  True-False (Draw a circle around "T" if the statement is true and        
     around "F" if it is false.)
1.  T  F When the Jews started doing bad things to the believers  in

Jerusalem, the believers stopped telling people the Good News
about Jesus.

2.  T  F  The Ethiopian official was baptized against his will.
3.  T  F     When Cornelius fell down at Peter's feet and worshiped him,    
   Peter said, "Bless you, my son."
4.  T  F     God has chosen Jesus to judge all people.
5.  T  F     According to the Bible, human beings are born again and         
 again into different bodies.

II.  Multiple Choice (Write "a," "b," or "c" in each blank space below     
      to indicate which choice is correct.)
1.  _____ The official from Ethiopia was reading the prophecy of        

(a) Daniel. (b) Isaiah. (c)  Jeremiah. 
2.  _____      The Ethiopian official had gone to Jerusalem to (a) make     
        peace. (b) discuss trade. (c)  worship God.
3.  _____      The Ethiopian official was baptized in (a) the Jordan River. 
           (b) the River of Egypt. (c)  a pool beside the road to Gaza.
4.  _____      Jesus appeared to Saul (a) in the temple at Jerusalem. (b) in 
        the synagogue at Nazareth. (c) on the road to Damascus.
5.  _____      Saul did not eat or drink for (a) three, (b) seven, (c) forty,     
    days.

III.  Your Thoughts:  (Please write down your thoughts and share           
   them with your teacher.)
1.  How did the official from Ethiopia know that he should be baptized   

 in water?
2.  What did Peter learn from his vision on the roof?
3.  What have you learned in this lesson that is especially meaningful to 

 you?
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                                       FOR TEACHER'S USE                               B3 
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Lesson One  ___________                        Lesson Four   ___________
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__________________________________________________________
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 B3                              FINAL MESSAGE TO STUDENT   
                  

Thank you for studying God's Word with us.  We hope you have
enjoyed the Easy-to-Read Bible Course.  We also hope you have learned
some things that have brought greater happiness and meaning to your life.

Before we say "Goodbye," we must ask a personal question.  The Word
of God has been planted in your heart.  The Spirit of God is now at work
within you.  You have heard God speak from heaven and call Jesus his Son. 
You have heard John the Baptizer, Nathaniel, Simon Peter, and others call
Jesus, "the Son of God."  You have heard Jesus claim to be the Son of God,
and you have watched him prove his divine power by working miracles. 
The question is, "Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God?" 

If you believe with all your heart that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, you can make a decision to follow him today.  Now is the time to
make a commitment.  Now is the time to turn your life around.  Are you
tired of living life on a low level?  Are you ready to turn away from sin and
to follow Jesus?  Do you trust God enough to be baptized (immersed in
water) according to Jesus' example and request? If your answer to these
questions is, "Yes," then you may be ready to sign your name to the
following statement.

Yes, I want to be baptized (immersed in water) for the forgiveness
of my sins.  I want to become a Christian.  I want to be a child of God.

Signed: ___________________________________________________

Your teacher will begin making arrangements for your baptism as soon
as your request is received.  Your teacher will do everything possible to
assist you.

Please help us locate your home by drawing a simple map of your city,
showing where your house is located with relation to major roads or streets. 
Also indicate where your city or village is located in relation to the nearest
major city.

Thank you for being a faithful student of the Word of God.  You are off
to a good start in your search for truth.  Now you will want to continue to
read and study the Bible for greater spiritual growth. 

If you would like to enroll in our Advanced Bible Course, please let
your teacher know.  May God's richest blessings be upon you. 
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